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MEDIA ALERT

American Fisheries Society Meeting set in Anchorage

Interviews with Fish Experts Available
The American Fisheries Society is holding its 135th Annual Meeting in Anchorage September 11-15, 2005.  Approximately 2,000 fisheries scientists are expected to attend, including some of the world’s foremost experts on fish and fisheries. The technical program includes 1,800 oral and poster presentations over 4 days.

Details of this large gathering of fisheries minds and topics are displayed at www.wdafs.org/Anchorage2005.  We are sending this notice ahead of time in order to efficiently arrange interviews between reporters and presenters on meeting topics.  Media registration is free.  The first five reporters that respond to this alert will also receive a ticket to the Plenary Session luncheon.
Please feel free to contact Kate Wedemeyer (Kate.Wedemeyer@mms.gov or 907-334-5278) if you see a meeting topic that interests you.  She may be able to put together an interview with the presenter while they are in Anchorage at the American Fisheries Society’s 135th Annual Meeting.
Plenary Speakers
Patricia Cochran, an Inupiat Eskimo born and raised in Nome, Alaska, and Executive Director of the Alaska Native Science Commission, will talk about using traditional ecological knowledge for fisheries management. 

Heather Tausig, Manager of the EcoSound Project and Director of Conservation for the New England Aquarium, will discuss working directly and strategically with the seafood industry from a supply-side angle to improve global fishery stocks. 

Alaskan artist Ray Troll (www.trollart.com) will share the science and art of his unique fish-inspired career. His art (and music!) will be presented at the meeting.   

Topic Examples   Some highlights of the 50 symposia topics include:

*Native/First Nation participation in U.S. and Canada fisheries management and co management.  

*The latest species specific information on


*Salmon response to climate change in the Bering Sea 


*Salmon migration and ecology in the Pacific Ocean 

*Pacific rockfish 

*Sharks and skates 


*Crabs, lobsters and shrimp.


*Burbot 
*Marine fishery management in the North Pacific

*A new understanding of how to conduct successful cooperative research programs, where fishers help with agency research projects

*Practical ways to maintain sustainable wild salmon in western North America.  

*Ways to prevent, detect, control, and eradicate invasive species and restore impaired aquatic systems.  

* The influence of dams on river fish and fisheries, including case studies of dam removals and river restoration projects.  

*The latest in technology


* underwater video technology


*sonar and hydroacoustics


*continental-scale acoustic tracking of animals (from large blue whales to 


tiny salmon smolt) 

Again, many more topics and a media link are available on the website www.wdafs.org/Anchorage2005.

The American Fisheries Society is the world’s oldest and largest fisheries science society, with more than 9,000 members in 70 countries. The mission of the American Fisheries Society is to improve the conservation and sustainability of fishery resources and aquatic ecosystems by advancing fisheries and aquatic science and promoting the development of fisheries professionals. The society publishes four journals, Fisheries magazine, and up to a dozen books every year.
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