American Fisheries Society Meeting set in Anchorage

Interviews with Fish Experts Available
The American Fisheries Society is holding its 135th Annual Meeting in Anchorage September 11-15, 2005.  Approximately 2,000 fisheries scientists are expected to attend, including some of the world’s foremost experts on fish and fisheries. The technical program includes 1,800 oral and poster presentations over 4 days.  Free registration for media.
A Few of the Speakers available for Interviews:

Plenary Session Speakers
-Dr. Barbara Knuth  who developed the Fisheries Mosaic theme of the meeting and who is the overall organizer of the meeting is the incoming President of the 9,000 member American Fisheries Society.
-Patricia Cochran, an Inupiat Eskimo born and raised in Nome, Alaska, and Executive Director of the Alaska Native Science Commission (http://www.nativescience.org), will speak about the potential for traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) to inform fisheries and aquatic resource science and management. 

-Dr. Heather Tausig, is the Director of Conservation for the New England Aquarium (www.neaq.org), and manager of the EcoSound Project,to work directly and strategically with the seafood industry from a supply-side angle to improve global fishery stocks. 

-Ray Troll (www.trollart.com), Alaskan artist, will share the twists and turns of science and art in his unique fish-inspired career in a talk “Fish Worship and the Art of Ray Troll”at the plenary session,  present a scientific paper in the Elasmobranch (sharks and skates) session, and play his song “Lumpsuckers of Love” at the tradeshow social.  His unique art will be prominent throughout the meeting as Ray was commissioned to develop the official fisheries poster and art for the meeting, which will of course also be available on t-shirts for sale at the meeting.  http://www.trollart.com/   with a quick bio at http://www.trollart.com/trollart_toplinks/aboutray.html
Cross Cultural
Native Roles in Fisheries Management in the United States and Canada, including self management, or co-management.  
-Dr. Delores “Dolly” Garza, a Haida born and raised in southeast Alaska, and a member of the Alaska Native Science Commission is a full-time Professor for the University of Alaska Marine Advisory Program.  Dolly is also organizing a special Alaska Native opening ceremony for the meeting.
Across political boundaries
Stakeholder involvement in Fisheries Research and Management.

New interest is growing in the concept of increased and direct involvement of multiple stakeholder groups in fisheries research and management.   

-Dr. Ray Hilborn, a dynamic and at times controversial leader in Fisheries science has stimulated the development of important concepts in Fisheries management such as Adaptive Management (which has been adopted in other fields such as wildlife management and governmental policy) and questioning whether the use of hatchery efforts to sustain salmon could be harmful as well as helpful will talk about another new concept in fisheries management.
Sustainable Fisheries

Why is sustainability so difficult? Do humans often act unwisely, even when it's to their benefit, as sociologists have claimed?   Is it possible that humans will construct insuperable obstacles to long term sustainability of fishery resources? 
Imperiled and Endangered Freshwater Species. I n Canadian, American and Mexican waters freshwater fauna extinctions are 5 times higher than those for terrestrial species (67% of freshwater mussels, 51% of crayfishes and 37% of fishes vulnerable to extinction) and action to be taken if we are to biodiversity crisis. 
-Jack Ward Thomas who is recognized as a courageous public servant will discuss Pursuit of sustainability in Forest Service management - the interactions of law and science.
-Dr.  Noel Burkhead  of the US Geological Survey will bring a "fact sheet" to help with quotable factual information regarding freshwater endangered species. 
Salmon and Climate

Bering Sea salmon response to climate changes, including ocean distribution and migration patterns, vertical distribution and thermal habitats; ocean ecology and community structure of salmon and associated species. 

Ocean Ecology of Salmon in Western North America: Regional Comparisons.  How the North Pacific and Bering Sea ocean climate influences the ecology and abundance of Pacific salmon stocks on varying time and geographic scales.  

-Dr. Dick Beamish of the Canada Division of Fisheries and Oceans is a leader in initially identifying and raising awareness of climate changes and concerns in Canada and Alaska.

-Dr. Jim Seeb of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game was involved in the international study of Bering Sea salmon response to climate changes.

-Dr. Churchill.grimes directs the Santa Cruz research facility of NOAA focused on Pacific Coast Groundfish and Pacific Salmon is one of the organizers of the symposium comparing how climate influences salmon stocks.
Other Interesting Fish
Pacific Rockfishes.  Because of their long life, variable recruitment success, habitat fidelity, and changing oceanographic conditions, many rockfish species are especially vulnerable to exploitation   
-Sherri Pristash of the Alaska Sea Grant, University of Alaska will be available to explain more about a favorite fish of marine anglers.
Sharks and skates in the North Pacific and Bering Sea.   Because skates and sharks (Elasmobranchs) have slow growth, late maturity, lengthy gestation periods and low fecundity resulting in low intrinsic rates of population increase, and low resilience to fishing mortality, they are more susceptible to extinction.  
- RAY TROLL, the well known Alaska artist, will be giving a scientific shark paper as well as numerous other displays of his talent (plenary speaker, meeting poster artist, musician).

- Dr Kenneth Goldman and Dr. Jack Musick, leading elasmobranch scientists, will be available to discuss sharks and skates.  
Lobsters, crabs and other crusty creatures.  While 4 of the top 10 most valuable commercial fisheries in the US are crustacean fisheries, crustacean life history, growth and spatial dynamics and trophic relationships differ substantially from fish stocks, posing special challenges in assessing the effects of exploitation and environmental change. 
-Dr.Gordon Kruse, a former ADFG crustacean research supervisor and now a U of Alaska Professor is available for interviews about these critters of special interest to Alaskans because of their interesting biology, high-stakes fisheries--and their good taste.
Dams and Fish.
Case studies of dam removal and river restoration projects, and overview of the economics of dam removal, fish passage, management of associated modified rivers and reservoirs.   
-Dr Clark Hubbs, a leading fisheries scientist in studying how fishes relate to their environment and how human changes impact their survival. 

-Dr. Don Jackson who has taught at UAF will talk about whether it is practical to remove dams.
Gee Whiz and Technology
The Pacific Ocean Shelf Tracking Network, called POST, is a continental-scale acoustic tracking array will for the first time allow tracking individual animals from salmon smolts to blue whales in the ocean.  Hydroacoustics (e.g. sonar) are often the only way to monitor fish populations in large rivers or silty waters. Video Technology technology can be used to collect fisheries data which was previously unavailable. 

-Dr. David Welch is a leading scientist who pieced together much of the early understanding of ocean migrations of juvenile salmon in the Gulf of Alaska circulating gyre and continues to be a recognized leader in new methods of studying the ocean. 
-Debby Burwen of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game is a leading scientist in hydroacoustic monitoring fish with sonar that is widely used in Alaska and other regions.

-Ted Otis of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game promises some great underwater video glimpses of fish.

See the web site for more detailed symposia information, including full descriptions, speaker lists, organizers, and sponsors:  http://wdafs.org/Anchorage2005/media.htm 
Contact kate.wedemeyer@mms.gov  907-334-5278 to set up interviews
Watch for Press Conference details in upcoming Press Releases 
(Press conferences will be arranged for popular topics)
