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Western Division AFS Executive Committee Conference  
January 19, 2012 
Approved Minutes 
 
Roll call:  Dave Ward (President), Lori Martin (Past-president), Tina Swanson (President-elect), Pam 
Sponholtz (Vice-president), Mary Buckman (Secretary-Treasurer), Jeff Yanke (OR),  Mike Saiki (Cal-Neva),  
Jason Kline (AZ-NM), Diana Miller (Colo-Wyo), Travis Neebling (Newsletter, Webmaster), Bryan Bougher 
(Web Designer), Craig Walker (Utah) 
 
A quorum was established. 
 
Minutes:  The December minutes were approved with a couple corrections (misspelling Hobbs, Saiki, 
Missledine attendance) 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Division accounts show $5610 in Well Fargo, $45,843 in the 4 CDs at Mountain 
America CU and $180,990 in the Grants Endowment Fund (GEF). Treasurer Buckman cashed in one of 
the CDs for approximately $11,720 in Mountain America Credit Union (dropping the CD balance to 
$34,120) to ensure we have enough cash on hand for upcoming expenses associated with the Jackson 
2012 meeting and travel to Chapter meetings. The AZ-MN Chapter added $1000 to the GEF, slightly 
changing the percentage composition of that fund. Troy Brandt from Corvallis has volunteered to 
participate in the Investment Committee. He met with Buckman and Henry Booke to begin discussion 
about the committee. 
 
Treasurer Buckman will be out for the month of February, returning February 27. During this time, all 
financial correspondence should be mailed to the current address (3248 SW Long Ave, Corvallis OR 
97333) but President Ward will have the checkbook. 
 
Website Update:  We plan to get the revamped web site up and running by early February so we can 
distribute information about the Jackson meeting. Bryan Bougher has been adding more content and 
redesigning the style. The header has been slimmed down. Most of the files have been moved into the 
WordPress format. Bryan is not yet approaching the $2000 spending limit from the FY10-11 budget 
allocated toward web work ($2000). ExCom members should expect requests for review of the web 
pages and be prepared to respond quickly with changes. At that point we will move the content from 
the One World Hosting site onto a new host site that is free for non-profits.  
 
We also plan to add a button to contribute to the Grants Endowment Fund for the Annual Meeting 
through PayPal. Mary will enroll the Division in a PayPal account and we will continue to investigate 
other online payment options. In the future we may be able to use this for meeting registration at a 
lower cost than direct arrangements with credit card companies or 123 Signup. Pam noted that her 
USFWS credit card would not work with PayPal. 

 
President Dave Ward, President-elect Tina Swanson, Vice-president Pam Sponholtz, Secretary-Treasurer Mary Buckman, Past-president Lori Martin 
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Wyoming Mining Article:  Craig Walker initiated a discussion of an opinion piece Eric Wagner wrote 
about hard rock mining. It appeared on the front page of the most prominent newspaper in Utah. The 
content was viewed as inflammatory and had made its way through the ranks of government up to the 
Governor. It was reported to be endorsed by the Western Division of AFS and, as a result, no one is 
allowed to attend AFS-related meetings. Lori Martin reported her recollection of interest in hard rock 
mining in Utah grew from a discussion among Eric Wagner, Leanne Roulson, Lori Martin, Bob Hughes 
and others who then compiled information and wrote a scientific article in Fisheries a year or so ago. 
Then it appears that other folks put together an op-ed piece based on the article, but it was not at the 
direction of Western Division. Craig is concerned that the timing is poor, with their Legislature in session, 
and that it would have been good for the Chapter to know the opinion piece was coming. Craig 
requested that Dave, as Division President, write a letter to the Director of Wildlife explaining the origin 
of the article. No one could recall the Division authorizing the op-ed piece. Mary will review the past 
minutes. Dave will contact Eric to understand his view, then develop a course of action. We all 
concurred it would have been appropriate to work through the Chapter. 
 
Division Bylaws:  Jessica Mistak, the Constitutional Consultant, said we do not need further OK from the 
membership for the small edit changes. We will present the new Bylaws at the Jackson business meeting 
and note the changes. 
 
Chapter Roundtable: Jeff Yanke reported the Oregon Chapter is getting ready for their annual meeting 
with 155 talks and 30 or so posters. They are battling travel restrictions. The meeting is in Eugene. Mike 
Saiki reported Cal-Neva is planning for their meeting in San Diego. The plenary talks are focused on 
marine fishes. They are encouraging participation from the Mexico Chapter. Jason Kline reported AZ-NM 
is also planning for their meeting. Diana Miller reported the Colo-Wyo Chapter is busy with the Jackson 
meeting. The Chapters reported their planned contributions to the Jackson meeting: $750 from the AZ-
NM, $750 from Cal-Neva and $500 from Oregon. WA-BC donated $1000.  There was no report from the 
Student Liaison. 
 
Jackson Meeting:  Fundraising is going well and we are at about $7000. Registration is open and 
abstracts are being submitted. The Plenary Session is considering 3 or 4 speakers focused around the 
theme of Ecosystem Management in a Twitter World. There is potential that the Governor may attend, 
but he does not schedule until about 6 weeks out. They are looking to have a symposium on 
anadromous fish and are seeking participants. 
 
The Continuing Education program is set and will be held on Monday. There is an offsite social on 
Tuesday night and the Banquet on Wednesday night. The Western Division ExCom meeting is Sunday 
morning and the Business Meeting is Wednesday morning from 7 – 8 AM. 
 
Ryan Fitzpatrick and Paul Gerrity will be dealing with most meeting issues is February as Diana will be 
gone Feb 2-24. We will not need a large deposit up front as previously thought. The raffle/auction is 
starting to get rolling. The Idaho Chapter does some amazing fundraising and the Jackson organizers 
have comped a couple Idaho members registration in exchange for their assistance. Fundraising 
proceeds go into the meeting general fund. 
 
They will have a best student paper/poster competition for all students. The committee chair may put 
out a call for judges through Western Division. The chapter also uses student volunteers who will be 
reimbursed for their time. 
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Dave complemented the Jackson group on their planning. 
 
We had no report on the 2013 Idaho Meeting. 
 
Awards and Grants:  Dave Ward sent out announcements yesterday on the listserve for Student 
Scholarships and Student Travel Grants. Dave asked Chapter Presidents to also spread the word. We also 
will ask for grants and general Western Division awards. Due dates are generally Feb 20th except the 
scholarship deadline is February 15th. 
 
Newsletter Updates: The first request for submissions went out last week. The deadline is Jan 30, with a 
newsletter shortly thereafter. This will give people two weeks to get information together. Travis has 
been coordinating with Colo-Wyo to get information about the meeting in the newsletter. 
 
AFS Meritorious Service Award Committee:  President Ward is seeking a representative. Bob Curry 
wants a new member. Pam Sponholtz volunteered and Dave appointed her. 
 
Next Conference Call:  The next conference call is February 16, 2012 at 8:30AM AK time, 9:30 AM PST, 
10:30 AM MST. Trent Sutton from Alaska has a heavy teaching load this winter and cannot make these 
morning calls. We may seek to adjust the day/time. 
 
Submitted by Mary Buckman, Secretary-Treasurer 
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