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Executive Committee Conference Call: Wednesday, January 11, 2017 

Start Time: 8:00 am AK time/ 9:00 am PT / 10:00 am MT 
 

 

1. Roll call 

a. Cleve Steward (President), Brian Missildine (President-Elect), Jim Bowker (Past 

President), Travis Neebling (Secretary-Treasurer), Zach Klein (Student 

Representative), Mary Beth Loewen and Aaron Martin (AK), Jay Hesse (ID), Ben 

Clemens (OR), Alix Blake (WA-BC), and Tracy Wendt (Riparian Challenge 

Chair and Newsletter Editor). 

 

2. Determination of quorum 

a. A quorum was established late.  

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

a. There were no additions to the agenda. 

 

4. Approval of EXCOM meeting minutes 

a. November 5, 2016 – Jim moved to approve the Excom minutes as presented, Jay 

seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved with no objections. 

b. December 12, 2016 – Ben moved to approve the Excom minutes as presented, 

Alix seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved with no objections. 

 

5. WDAFS Secretary-Treasurer report (Travis) 

a. Travis gave a brief update on the finances.  There isn’t a lot to report at the 

moment.  We did pay out $2,000 for one of the 2016 Small Grants. 

 

6. President’s Report (Cleve) 

a. WDAFS officer participation at 2017 Chapter meetings 
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i. Brian and Cleve are swapping meetings due to a scheduling conflict.  

Brian will attend the Oregon Chapter Meeting and Cleve will attend the 

WA-BC Chapter Meeting.  They will also both attend the AFS Mid-year 

Governing Board Meeting; Cleve in-person and Brian via phone. 

b. Interaction with AFS staff 

i. Cleve has been in contact with Doug, Dan, Eva, and Beth (Doug and Dan 

will be attending the WD Meeting in Missoula).  Cleve feels that they are 

trying to support us.  The listserv was dysfunctional and Dave Lentz was 

not getting a response from Email Dodo; Doug called them and got it back 

up and running.  Taylor Poole has accepted a position with the Fish and 

Wildlife Service.  The ‘Future of Fisheries’ document is now available. 

c. AFS Management Committee  

i. They are working on a document on publication ethics 

d. AFS Publications Workshop 

i. This workshop will be held in Reno in May.  They are looking for a list of 

recommended attendees (not self-nominating).  Jim will attend, but we are 

still looking for others. 

e. Current membership list 

i. Cleve was able to get a copy of this from Eva.  He hopes to get an updated 

list each month.  Cleve would like the chapters to cross-reference this list 

to see if they have AFS members in their state who are not Chapter 

members, or vice-versa. 

ii. Aaron brought up that he continues to have issues getting either a response 

or a complete response from Eva. 

f. Cleve will bring up the dues rebate for other membership types on the next 

Management Committee call.  He will also ask about travel budgets for Joe and 

Doug to Missoula. 

 

7. WD website (Travis) 

a. Travis stated that he has been working with Beth Beard to get the Western 

Division website transferred over to the AFS host.  He hopes to have this 

completed soon, but he has not been given an expected date from Beth.  Jim 

appreciates the work Beth has done and for moving us to the front of the line. 

b. Cleve mentioned a spam email that Travis received.  The email appeared to be 

from Cleve asking Travis to forward funds to his account.  Jay reported that the 

Idaho Chapter had a similar issue and that they could be phishing data from our 

websites.  Jim recommended bringing this up with Doug. 

 

8. Mid-Year AFS Governing Board Meeting (Brian/Cleve/Jim) 
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a. Cleve reported that an analysis of AFS publications and an analysis of 

membership options are going to be completed.  There was also a lot of 

discussion on diversity. 

b. WD mid-year report/ GB Reporting Tool (Jim) 

i. Jim reported that Mid-year Governing Board reports will no longer be 

completed (i.e., just doing one report per year).  They are working through 

some issues with staff at the moment before they can roll-out the new tool. 

9. AFS membership marketing/recruiting efforts (Jim) 

a. Jim reports that the brochure is good, but it missed some of the intangibles.  This 

is why he developed the Powerpoint presentation.  He would like to get this out in 

front of the current members, probably at Chapter meetings, then get it out in 

front of non-members.  He would like to develop some more language on the 

Certified Fisheries Professionals program. 

b. Zach agreed that the Powerpoint is good, but would like to have an article in The 

Tributary; something with a structured outline (real quick, simple bullet points). 

c. Jim would also like to get this out on social media so that it can go outside of 

AFS. 

d. Tracy commented that she tries to run something on AFS involvement or 

membership in every edition. 

 

10. Tributary (Tracy) 

a. A public Dropbox account has been setup to host The Tributary until the new 

website is up and running.  Emailing the file out doesn’t seem to go through to 

everyone.  Submissions should be made directly to Tracy via the 

westerndivnewsletter@gmail.com address.  Tracy reads through all the chapter 

newsletters looking for potential content.  March, June, September, and December 

are the publication months, with submission deadlines on the 8
th

 of each month.  

Tracy asked about doing a “Tag you’re it” type column (similar to what the 

Montana Chapter does), where one person writes a column and then tags a person 

to write one for the next month.  The response was positive and Jim will be the 

first author. 

 

11. WDAFS Student Representative report (Zach) 

a. The Western Division Student Colloquium will be held in mid-November at the 

University of Idaho.  Dr. Derek Ogle will be teaching an R workshop.  A 

committee has formed to plan this meeting.  Zach will also be assisting with 

volunteer coordination at the Missoula Meeting. 

 

12. 2017 WDAFS travel grants, awards and scholarships (Jim/Jackie/Tracy) 

a. Jim has received eight applications for Small Grants, two Award of Excellence 

nominations, one Award of Merit nomination, three Award of Special 
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Recognition nominations, and two Conservation Achievement Award 

nominations. 

b. Jackie has received eight applications for travel grants.  The due date is February 

13
h
. 

c. Riparian Challenge Award (Tracy) 

i. The application deadline is February 15
th

.  There will be three awards, 

each with a $500 travel grant to attend the Missoula Meeting.  Tracy has 

received six or seven enquires.  Tracy is looking for additional scorers, but 

they must be available to help the first week of March. 

 

13. WDAFS Annual Meeting planning updates 

a. 2017 Annual Meeting 

i. Cleve reported that they are still soliciting proposals for symposia.  The 

logistics and extracurricular activities are all worked out.  They still need 

work on fundraising. 

b. 2018 Annual Meeting 

i. Mary Beth reported that things are on hold until 12 months out (May) 

because of how the hotels are booked.  They are working to send some 

Alaskans to Missoula.  

c. 2019 Annual Meeting 

i. Cleve reported that the Society Meeting will be held in Reno with The 

Wildlife Society.  He is not sure if the Cal-Neva Chapter is actively 

involved in planning, but suspects they are. 

 

14. Reports by WDAFS Chapter Presidents 

a. Alaska – Mary Beth – Their Chapter will be having their monthly Excom call 

tomorrow.  They are planning for their 2017 Fairbanks meeting which Travis will 

be attending. 

b. Oregon – Ben – Their Chapter Meeting will be February 28 through March 3.  

They are working on planning.  Brian will present at their business meeting.  They 

are updating a white-paper on suction dredge mining. 

c. WA-BC – Alix – They have their plenary speakers lined up for their 2017 Annual 

Meeting.  They are working on selection criteria for their Cedarholm Endowment 

Scholarship which they hope to award this year. 

d. ID – Jay – Jim will be attending their Chapter Meeting.  He will have a short 

time-block at their business meeting and will be giving his membership 

presentation during the contributed session.  Jay will be giving the presentation to 

students next week. 

 

15. New or other business 
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a. Alix received a request from AFS’s Canadian Aquatic Resources Section (CARS) 

requesting a statement on mining liquid natural gas.  She wondered if this would 

be better coming from the Division’s RPECC.  Alix will forward the email to 

Cleve who will discuss it with the RPECC. 

 

16. Summary of Action Items 

a. Chapters – Cross-reference your membership database lists with the one provided 

by Eva. 

b. Cleve – Ask about dues rebate for other membership types on the next 

Management Committee call.  Also, clarify budgeting for Joe and Doug’s travel 

to Missoula. 

c. Alix – Forward CARS email to Cleve to address with RPECC. 

 

17. Next WDAFS ExCom Meeting (teleconference) – February 8, 2017 

 

18. Adjourn – Meeting adjourned at 11:37 MT. 

 


