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Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee Call: Thursday, January 12, 2023 
Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84238044025?pwd=MW1OdTRvNjFVUDNSM2l3eUdaMVIzZz09 
To call in, dial 1-669-900-6833 then enter Meeting ID: 842 3804 4025 and Passcode: 507354 

Once on the call: *6 – mute or unmute 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, WA/BC, OR, ID, MT, CA/NV, UT, CO/WY, AZ/NM 

Notes 
 

Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Laurie Earley, WD President 
• Dan Brauch, WD Past President 
• Julie Carter, WD Vice President Elect 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary Treasurer 
• Jack McLaren, WD Student Representative 
• Rob Van Kirk, ID Chapter  
• Dan Keller, UT Chapter 
• David Stagliano, MT Chapter 
• Chris Hirsch, OR Chapter  
• Dan Trujillo, AZ/NM Chapter 
• Ashley Ficke, CO/WY Chapter 
• Jeff Fryer, WA/BC Chapter 
• Eva Bush, CA Chapter 
• Megan McPhee, AK Chapter 
• Tim Grabowski, Pacific Islands Chapter 
 

Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
 A quorum was not present at beginning of meeting but was by the middle of the meeting. 
 
Motion: Approve August business meeting minutes 
Dan submitted edits to the notes and reviewed those for the Excom. No one opposed approval of the revised 

minutes. Notes approved.  
 
WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing (Laura) 
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o Laura explained that WD was missing some past dues and profits so Dan Cassidy has reissued a check 
for $47,152 for 2020 dues rebate ($11,212), 2021 dues rebate ($14,040), Baltimore profits ($1,900), and 
Spokane profits ($20,000). 

o Laura reviewed the Treasurer report for December. The Charles Schwab CDs interest is not being 
included in the roll over and there may be a second account setup for the CDs. 

AFS briefing  
Management Committee – Meeting next week 
Governing Board – Society has accepted the Snake River policy. Laurie discussed feedback that sections had. 
In the future perhaps a policy statement should be offered to Sections for review. Strategic plan expires in 2024. 
A Strategic Visioning Committee is being developed. Cecil working on Hawaii meeting. Nominating committee 
was limited to 2-year term. Society will be investigating future joint meetings with the Wildlife Society. Society 
level awards will be advertised at the end of January – emphasis on nominating early and mid-career level 
individuals. 
Nominating Committee – Two nominees have accepted and will announced soon 
Membership – No membership survey results available. Committee is brainstorming ideas on how to get new 
members involved. 
Laurie mentioned that the Society expects that Hotel Rooms & Registration are paid for by the Units where 
meetings are held at. Laurie will send the email to everyone and wants to receive comments. 

WDAFS Committee briefing (new updates: RPECC, FSC, NFC, ECP, D&I, MC) 

• No updates for RPECC and FSC 
• NFC – Meeting coming up on Friday 
• ECP –   
• D&I – Exploring training options for WD meeting 
• MC – Membership list is has a new manager 

Western Division Program Opportunities (Dan) 

• Feb 1 deadline for small project grants 
• Feb 24 deadline for award nominations and travel grants. Chapters are encourage to apply for 

outstanding chapter and student subunit awards. Jack will reach out to the student subunits 
• Chris Hirsch asked about funding available for student symposium travel. WD has $500 for support for 

another AFS meeting, this funding could go towards the symposium. 
Student (Jack)– No recent work completed, no update 
Annual Meeting Rotation Update (Laurie) 
AZ/NM requests to host in 2027 instead of 2026. Would OR, MT, AK, or CA/NV be willing to host 2026 
instead? Chapters will discuss and report back. 

Chapter briefings (roughly 1 minute/chapter) 

• ID (Rob) – Has a native fish committee. Are working on meeting planning. 

• OR (Chris) – OR changed waiver for Tribal members from free to $50 fee so people are more likely to 
attend. 121 talks and 3-5 concurrent sessions. Scott H. will e attending the Latin American Fisheries 
Congress. 

• AZ/NM (Dan) – Meeting is February 2-4. They have lower attendance that desired but they have a good 
meeting that is planned. Thanked other chapters for considering a shift in hosting schedule 
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• UT (Dan) – Dan requested contact information for current membership – Kelly Kotche. Everyone 
should fill out the updated officer form if that isn’t being received 
(https://fisheries.org/about/units/change-of-officer-form/). UT had a logo contest and has a new updated 
logo 

• CA/NV (Eva) – Registration for the meeting today. They have a native fishes committee and DEI rep 
• AK (Megan) – Meeting planning is progressing. New travel fund was established. AK logo is being 

updated. Student symposium date is set. 

• MT (David) – Meeting planning, registration opens tomorrow. Trying to balance increased food costs 
with registration fees. 

• WA/BC (Jeff) – Meeting is coming together and have 14 symposia.  

• CO/WY (Ashley) – Preparing for the annual meeting. Registration should open soon. 

New or other business 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances by month for end of December 2022 
2. January Agenda 
3. December Meeting notes 
4. Future WDAFS Host Chapters  

 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:05 PM (MST). 
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WDAFS Officers Meeting (2:10-3:20 PM MST) 
Dan, Laurie, Laura, Julie, and Jack stayed on conference line 

• Division Finances and Endowment funds –  
• Laura & Laurie met with Troy and discussed the pros and cons of setting up a separate account 

for the CDs or a separate account for all WDAFS funds. Officers were in support of having a 
separate account however wanted Laura & Laurie to follow-up with Troy and make sure that 
managing investments in two accounts wouldn’t be too much work.  

• New Officers on Account - Officers agreed to get Vice Presidents on the account and this could 
be done in person at the May meeting to avoid mailing personal information. 

• Spokane revenue sharing meeting with Dan and Doug 

• There’s still room to talk about staff fees for future meetings. Eric has a proposal he will review 
at the next meeting. 

• For Spokane, $71,000 was the shared revue and WD received $20,000. 
• AFS Officer Travel to meetings – Laurie will get further clarification on when a Chapter is 

expected to cover hotel and registration. 
• Native Fishes and SCCS discussions – Laurie gave a summary of a call she had with Dan Brewer 

who expressed that the groups merged for marketing and list-serve merging. Laura will review 
previous notes and send out a summary prior to the January 20 meeting. Laura will ask Tracy 
about how many people and how many emails do they send out on their behalf.  

• Student colloquium and activities - $1,000 budget or the colloquium and $250 for Jack’s travel to the 
colloquium and can put out a call for support 

• Nomination Committee role and term will be discussed at the February meeting 

• WDAFS Officer nominations were discussed 
Adjourn at 3:20 pm MST 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee Call: Thursday, January 12, 2022 
Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84238044025?pwd=MW1OdTRvNjFVUDNSM2l3eUdaMVIzZz09 
Meeting ID: 842 3804 4025 Passcode: 507354 
One tap mobile: +13602095623,,84238044025#,,,,*507354# US 
 

WDAFS Executive Committee AGENDA (12:00 PM-1:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 12:00 Roll call / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 12:03 Approval of December Meeting notes 

• 12:05 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and budget review and balances report (Laura)  

• 12:15 AFS Level Committee briefings (Management Committee, Governing Board, Membership) & Doug 
Austen’s email RE: AFS officer travel 

• 12:20 WDAFS Committee briefing-any new updates? (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Dan, 
Financial Sustainability-Laurie/Laura, Native Fishes-Dan, Early Career Professional-Eric, Diversity & 
Inclusion-Eric/Julie, Division Membership-Julie) 

• 12:25 Student Activities update (Jack) 

• 12:30 Annual Meeting Rotation Update (Laurie) 

• 12:35 Boise WDAFS symposium (Laurie) 

• 12:40 Chapter briefings (roughly 1 minute/chapter) – Include whether the chapter has a Native Fishes 
Committee 

• 12:50 New or other business 
• WDAFS Requests of Support 

o Moved from previous meeting and update from the officer’s meeting 
1. Latin American Fisheries Congress 
2. Canadian Trout Request 

• Survey Results (carry over if needed) 

• 1:00   Adjourn 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. December Meeting notes 
3. Future WDAFS Host Chapters  
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WDAFS Officers Meeting AGENDA (1:00-2:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• Division Finances and Endowment funds 

• Native Fishes and SCCS discussions 

• Committee representatives and finding replacements  

• Student colloquium and activities 

• Spokane revenue sharing meting with Dan and Doug 

• WDAFS Officer nominations – Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer, and Student Rep (?) 
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Secretary/Treasurer Report – December 31, 2022 
 

Account Balances by Month 
 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 

Account 9/30/2022 
Balance 

10/31/2022 
Balance 

11/30/2022 
Balance 

12/31/2022 
Balance 

Bank Accounts 
   

 
MACU CD Maturation December 
21 22 

10,938.31 10,940.64 10,940.64 0.00 

MACU CD Maturation October 9 
22 

10,924.47 0.00 0.00 0.00 

MACU Savings 984.64 1,909.95 1,909.95 12,854.64 
Wells Fargo Checking 27,053.70 24,847.85 18,290.86 17,862.58 
TOTAL Bank Accounts 49,901.12 37,698.44 31,141.45 30,717.22     

 
Investment Accounts 

   
 

Charles Schwab - Investments 517,956.79 495,343.02 504,588.59 530,171.64 
CDs at Charles Schwab 

   
 

CD: Bank of China (Due 
10/28/22, 0.9%) 

10,000.00 ? 0.00 0.00 

CD: Western Alliance (Due 
2/14/23, 3.9%) 

0.00 0.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 

CD: AXOS Bank (Due 2/13/23, 
2.8%) 

0.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 

TOTAL Investment Accounts 517,956.79 495,343.02 524,588.59 550,171.64     
 

OVERALL TOTAL 567,857.91 533,041.46 555,730.04 580,088.86 
 
 
Note: 12/5/2022: The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD. The interest 
amount and resulting change in WD ownership in Table 2 is under review.
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Investment Account 
Table 2 displays the current Unit ownership in the Investment account. The activity is summarized 
below. 
 

1. On October 24, 2022, WD transferred $10,000 into the Investment account for the purchase of a 6-
month CD. The CD is not part of the shared investment account. No change to the percent 
ownership was made. 

2. WD AFS had a CD mature at MACU on October 28, 2022 and was reinvested on November 13, 
2022 

3. The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD on November 14, 2022. The 
interest amount and resulting change in WD ownership in Table 2 is under review. 

 
Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investment Account  

 
Percent 
Ownership 9/30/2022 
Western Division 42.56% 
AZ/NM Chapter 4.50% 
CO/WY Chapter 13.05% 
Idaho Chapter 9.22% 
Utah Chapter 5.33% 
WA-BC Chapter 8.21% 
CSU Student 
Subunit 0.00% 
Fish Culture Section 16.18% 
Student Travel 
Fund 3.53% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions  
 

  



Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY23 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
 
Table 4. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 
 
 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 

Fiscal Year 2023 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. The account balance as of 
11/30/2022 was $2,187.97. No transactions have occurred this fiscal year. 
 
 
 



Host Chapters and locations of future WDAFS meetings 

Chapter Year Joint 
Meeting 

Joint Meeting 
Revised 

Meeting Dates 

Arizona-New Mexico (Albuquerque) 2009    
Utah (Salt Lake City) 2010    
Washington-British Columbia (Seatle) 2011 Society   
Colorado-Wyoming (Jackson) 2012    
Idaho (Boise) 2013    
Mexico (Mazatlan) 2014    
Oregon (Portland) 2015 Society   
Cal-Neva (Reno) 2016    
Montana 2017    
Alaska (Anchorage) 2018    
California-Nevada (Reno) 2019 Society Society, TWS Sept29-Oct3 
Washington-British Columbia 
(Vancouver, virtual) (formerly, 
Arizona-New Mexico) 

2020   April12-16,  

Utah (Ogden, virtual) 2021   May 2-7 
Washington-British Columbia 
(Spokane) (formerly, Idaho) 

2022 Society  Aug 21-25 

Idaho (Boise) 2023   May 7-11 
Pacific Islands (Honolulu) 2024 Society  Sept 12-19 
Colorado-Wyoming (location TBD) 2025    
Arizona-New Mexico 2026?    
Oregon 2027    
Montana 2028    
Alaska 2029    
California-Nevada 2030    
Utah 2031    
Washington-British Columbia 2032    
Idaho 2033    
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 

Commented [ELA1]: AZ/NM confirmed that 2027 would 
be a better year for them to host based on their chapter 
rotation with TWS. Would be requesting OR or another 
chapter to take 2026. 
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