
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America and the Pacific Islands 
 

Executive Committee Call: Friday, February 16, 2024 
Start Time: 11:00 am HT / 12:00 am AKT / 1:00 pm PT / 2:00 pm MT/ 4:00 pm ET 

Meeting Link: https://meet.google.com/wyh-brtq-kpn (or enter through calendar invite) 
Phone: 3471-961-267(US) +1  PIN: 622 804 683#  
 

WDAFS Executive Committee AGENDA (2:00 PM-3:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 2:00 Roll call / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 2:05 Approval of December ExCom Meeting notes  

• 2:07 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and budget review and balances report (Laura) 

• 2:15 AFS Level committee briefings (Management Committee, Governing Board, Membership) 

• 2:20 WDAFS committee briefings (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Laurie, Native Fishes-
Laurie, Early Career Professional-Julie, Diversity & Inclusion-Julie/Tim, Division Membership-Tim) 

- RPECC: should WDAFS comment on the Northwest Forest Plan and/or the National Forest 
Plan? (see attachment for example comment) 

- Western Native Fishes: Do state chapters have a native fish committee, and would they be 
interested in help from or a meeting with the WNFC? 

• 2:27 Student Activities update (Meredith) 

• 2:32 Chapter briefings (roughly 2 minute/chapter)  

• 2:52 Old Business 

- Website updates? 

•  2:55 New or other business 
- Submission deadline for Honolulu symposia and innovative sessions – February 23, 2024 
- Back to third Monday of month in March; next meeting March 18, 2024 @ 1:00 pm MT 

• 3:00   Adjourn 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. January meeting notes 
3. Bob Hughes example National Forest Plan comment  

 
 

President Eric Fetherman, President-Elect Julie Carter, Vice-President Tim Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Laurie Earley, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

https://meet.google.com/wyh-brtq-kpn


 
 

WDAFS Officers Meeting AGENDA (3:00-4:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

 

• Awards criteria update and coordination with Society on submission platform 

• Moving forward with WDAFS comment on NWFP and/or NFP? 

• WDAFS deadlines on website 

• Poster presentation discussion 

• Additional discussion regarding Tim’s business meeting observations? 

• Julie Program Committee or WDAFS officer needs after symposia submission deadline? 

• Others? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Executive Committee Call: Friday, February 16, 2024 

Start Time: 11:00 am HT / 12:00 pm AKT / 1:00 pm PT / 2:00 pm MT/ 4:00 pm ET 
Meeting Link: https://meet.google.com/xbh-pcgx-reg (or enter through calendar invite) 
Phone: 0268-419-(US) +1 478  PIN: 173 327 902#  

 
Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Laurie Earley, WD Past President 
• Eric Fetherman, WD President 
• Julie Carter, WD President-Elect 
• Tim Copeland, WD Vice President 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary-Treasurer 
• Chris Penne, UT AFS Chapter President 
• Matt Wipf, Emerging Mentor 
• Leo Rosenthal, MT Chapter President 
• Miranda Bell Tilcock, CA/NV AFS Chapter President 
• Zach Beard, AZ/NM AFS Chapter President 
• Steve Gale, CO/WY AFS Chapter President 
• Kevin Meyers, ID AFS Chapter President 
• Donald Arthur, AK Chapter President Elect 
• Janine Bryan, WA/BC AFS Chapter President 
• Tim Grabowski, Pacific Islands AFS Chapter President 
• Gary Vonderohe, OR AFS Chapter President 

 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
A quorum was present. 
 
Motion: Approve January Excom meeting minutes 
Laurie moved, Tim Copeland seconded. January notes were unanimously approved.  
 
WDAFS Treasurers Report  
Laura presented the January treasurer report.  
 
 
AFS Level Committees 

 
 

President Eric Fetherman, President-Elect Julie Carter, Vice-President Tim Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Laurie Earley, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 

https://meet.google.com/xbh-pcgx-reg


AFS Management Committee & Governing Board– Fish management section bylaws were reviewed and 
approved. Officers are working on the world fisheries congress and Hawaii meeting planning. Dan Cassidy 
gave a report on the budget and made recommendations on how to make improvements to balance the 
budget. AFS membership is down and Chapters are encouraged to push renewal and enrollment. 

 
Membership Committee – Committee met this week and the focus was to develop an action plan to increase 

membership. Recommendations will be given to the Governing board. One action item is guidance on how 
to give memberships – tool to match students with donors. Presentation was emailed out in advance of the 
meeting. Chapters can use this as guidance and tailor as they need. 

 
RPECC – Looking for feedback on the following items 1) Waters of the U.S. Nationwide Rule, 2) Policy 
Program within AFS, what Chapter’s needs, 3) Aquatic Invasive Species 
 
WDAFS Committees 
Native Fishes – Are preparing a symposium for the Hawaii meeting. Would Chapter committes be interested in 
help from or a meeting with the WNFC? 
 
RPECC - Should WDAFS comment on the Northwest Forest Plan and/or the National Forest Plan? (See 
attachment for example comment). Is AFS commenting on the National Forest Plan? The comment period will 
be 90 days and is likely to occur this summer. Division would draft, Chapter would discuss with their 
membership and report back with revisions or support. No one opposed having the Committee to start with the 
comments. 
 
Early Career Professionals – Meeting on March 11th. 
 
Diversity and Inclusion – Working on items for the Hawaii meeting. Group is interested in renovating the 

mentorship award. 
 
Division Membership Committee – Membership is currently 2/3rds of what membership was at the end of 2023. 

Chapters are asked to advertise the Division awards. 
 
Student Activities 
No update 
 
Chapter Updates 

• AK (Donald) – Planning their annual meeting, which is in 5 weeks.  
• AZ/NM (Zach) – Annual meeting was two weeks ago in Flagstaff. Well attended (400). Student 

involvement is going to be a focus.  
• CA/NV (Miranda) – Planning their annual meeting. Do we know how much student registration is going to 

cost? And is there student housing options?  
Tim G. – the housing option may not be available due to renovations. Student registration may be around 
$450. 

• CO/WY (Steve) – Planning for their annual meeting.  
• ID (Kevin) – Planning for their annual meeting. Are setting up a student scholarship and will be making an 

investment into the investment account. Did a survey of how to use their extra funds and the results indicate 
that they want the Chapter to build their rainy day fund. 

• Montana (Leo) – Meeting is next week. Struggling to keep engagement of Eastern MT warm water fishery 
professionals. 

• OR (Gary) – Annual meeting is in two weeks and 414 people are registered. This year they are covering 
registration and housing costs for up to 16 early career professionals.  



• Pacific Islands (Tim) – Had their first business meeting and officers have been elected. Are hoping to 
secure a session or two for Hawaii specific topics. Have committees that are talking about logistics of an 
annual meeting in 2025, how to setup endowments, how to build participation in other Pacific Islands. 

• Utah (Chris) – Meeting was successful. They had scholarships that provided free registration and housing 
for students.  

• WA/BC (Janine) – Planning annual meeting. Canadian aquatic resource society is a governing chapter of 
AFS and WA/BC participated in their meeting. WA/BC is also active with the World Fisheries Congress. 
The 2025 venue has been secured and will be in Vancouver BC. Kicked off their first lunch and learn 
webinar which will occur every two months. Looking to establish a Native Peoples focused fisheries 
committee. 

 
New or Other Business 
Submission deadline for Honolulu symposia and innovative sessions – February 23, 2024 
Back to third Monday of month in March; next meeting March 18, 2024 @ 1:00 pm MT 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:05 MST 
 
Next meeting March 18th at 1pm MST 
 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. January meeting notes 
3. Bob Hughes example National Forest Plan comment   



Officers Call 
 
Eric, Laurie, Tim, Meredith, Laura, and Matt Wipf 
 

• Awards criteria update and coordination with Society on submission platform – To submit an award, 
you have to sign up to get access to the Platform. How to reviewers access? Will send out information in 
an email to membership. 

• WDAFS deadlines on website. Missing the scholarship deadline. 

• Poster presentation discussion – Utah meeting only had two posters. MT is not having a poster session. 
AZ/NM – was well attended. Need to get Chapter engagement with how we can be best engage in the 
Chapter. 

 
Adjourn at 4:00 pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – January 31, 2024 

Account Balances by Month 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 

 
  

Account
9/30/2023
Balance

10/31/2023
Balance

11/30/2023 
Balance

12/31/2023  
Balance

01/31/2024  
Balance

Bank Accounts
Wells Fargo Checking 72,571.39$    65,429.94$    61,783.82$    61,125.62$    31,988.52$    
TOTAL Bank Accounts 72,571.39$    65,429.94$    61,783.82$    61,125.62$    31,988.52$    

Investment Accounts
Charles Schwab - Investments 563,818.77$ 540,160.44$ 600,496.38$ 635,636.31$ 662,838.77$ 

CDs at Charles Schwab
CD: BankProV-5.24% (Due 02/20/24) 20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    
CD: Charles Schwab Bank, TX 5% (Due 23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    
TOTAL Investment Accounts 606,818.77$ 583,160.44$ 643,496.38$ 678,636.31$ 705,838.77$ 

OVERALL TOTAL 679,390.16$ 648,590.38$ 705,280.20$ 739,761.93$ 737,827.29$ 

 
 

President Eric Fetherman, President-Elect Julie Carter, Vice-President Tim Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Laurie Earley, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 



Investment Account 
Table 2 displays the current Unit ownership in the Investments portion of the Charles Schwab account. 
The activity is summarized below. 

• On 01/11/2024, Western Division transferred $30,000 from their Wells Fargo Checking account 
to the investment account. Percent ownerships were recalculated. 

Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investments within the Charles Schwab Account  

 

Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
 
  

9/30/2023 10/31/2023 11/30/2023 12/31/2023 1/10/2024 1/11/2024 1/31/2024
Account Value 583,818.77$ 540,160.44$ 600,496.38$ 635,636.31$ 662,838.77$ 692,838.77$     705,838.77$ 
Western Division 248,449.68$ 229,870.46$ 255,547.00$ 270,501.13$ 282,077.40$ 312,077.40$     317,933.03$ 
Western Division Student Travel Fund 20,599.02$    19,058.62$    21,187.46$    22,427.31$    23,387.11$    23,387.11$       23,825.93$    
AZ-NM Chapter 26,266.18$    24,301.98$    27,016.51$    28,597.47$    29,821.31$    29,821.31$       30,380.86$    
CO-WY Chapter 76,171.92$    70,475.74$    78,347.88$    82,932.65$    86,481.81$    86,481.81$       88,104.50$    
Idaho Chapter 53,815.13$    49,790.80$    55,352.43$    58,591.55$    61,099.02$    61,099.02$       62,245.44$    
Utah Chapter 31,137.51$    28,809.03$    32,027.00$    33,901.16$    35,351.98$    35,351.98$       36,015.30$    
WA-BC Chapter 47,951.05$    44,365.24$    49,320.84$    52,207.00$    54,441.23$    54,441.23$       55,462.74$    
Fish Culture Section 94,436.08$    87,374.09$    97,133.78$    102,817.87$ 107,218.02$ 107,218.02$     109,229.80$ 

Percent Ownership 9/30/2023 10/31/2023 11/30/2023 12/31/2023 1/10/2024 1/11/2024 1/31/2024
Western Division 42.56% 42.56% 42.56% 42.56% 42.56% 45.04% 45.04%
Western Division Student Travel Fund 3.53% 3.53% 3.53% 3.53% 3.53% 3.38% 3.38%
AZ/NM Chapter 4.50% 4.50% 4.50% 4.50% 4.50% 4.30% 4.30%
CO/WY Chapter 13.05% 13.05% 13.05% 13.05% 13.05% 12.48% 12.48%
Idaho Chapter 9.22% 9.22% 9.22% 9.22% 9.22% 8.82% 8.82%
Utah Chapter 5.33% 5.33% 5.33% 5.33% 5.33% 5.10% 5.10%
WA-BC Chapter 8.21% 8.21% 8.21% 8.21% 8.21% 7.86% 7.86%
Fish Culture Section 16.18% 16.18% 16.18% 16.18% 16.18% 15.48% 15.48%



Table 3. Checking Account Transactions  
 

 

 

 

Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY24 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
   



Table 4. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 

 
 



Fiscal Year 2024 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. The account balance is 
currently $1,947.97 with no transactions in the current fiscal year 

Fiscal Year 2024 Pacific Islands Chapter 
WDAFS holds $8,000 on behalf of Pacific Islands Chapter and $500 on behalf of the Pacific Islands Student 
Sub-unit in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. Note that the funds for the student sub-unit cannot be 
used for membership fees. 



Gift of Membership –
How It Works

fisheries.org/gift





Gift of Membership Process
• You, the “Gift Giver” fill out the online form at fisheries.org/gift –

we only require name and email for the Giftee (Gift recipient)
• You will get an automatic email confirmation of your submission
• AFS Membership will receive your online submission form with the 

name and email and any other additional information for the Giftee. 
• AFS membership will create a new account for the “giftee” or add the 

dues invoice to your AFS account
• AFS membership will email you that the account is ready to be paid –

so you can log into your account and pay for the membership or you 
can connect via phone, the Membership Team can get your payment 
right over the phone to pay.



Gift of Membership Process
• AFS Membership will process the payment for the Gift and make 

your Giftee’s membership official!
• AFS Membership will send the Giftee a Welcome to AFS email and 

copy the Gift Giver
• Included in the email will be a Membership Certificate
• AFS Membership will email the Giftee their account credentials so 

they can log into their account and begin taking advantage of AFS 
resources like online Journals, Fisheries magazine, discounts to 
meetings and books. 

• The Giftee begins to enjoy their AFS Membership! 



Go to the Gift of Membership webpage: 
fisheries.org/gift



Gift of Membership Online Form – Name and 
Email are all that is required! 



Gift of Membership Submission Form Received 
by AFS 



Automated Confirmation of Receipt of Your 
Submission Form



Once payment is squared away, the Giftee will 
get a welcome letter and membership 
certificate



Membership Certificate sent with welcome 
letter



The Giftee will get an email with their 
username and password 



AFS is happy to welcome a 
new member into the 

Society!! 



HNL Meeting Budget Summary

Attendance Levels % of Actual @1500 reg % of
Category 1,500            1,650            1,800            Income Results Variance Income Comments

INCOME
Registration $866,000 $953,000 $1,039,000 80% (866,000)       
Sponsorship $125,000 $125,000 $125,000 10% (125,000)       
Exhibitor $60,000 $60,000 $60,000 5% (60,000)         
Other Income $53,000 $54,000 $55,000 5% (53,000)         
  Total Income $1,104,000 $1,192,000 $1,279,000 100% $0 -$1,104,000

EXPENSE
Travel / Special Events $64,000 $64,000 $64,000 5% 64,000          
Program Management $71,000 $71,000 $72,000 6% 71,000          
Registration / Facilities $52,000 $55,000 $58,000 5% 52,000          
Networking Events $392,000 $424,000 $456,000 36% 392,000        
Communciations / AV $161,000 $178,000 $186,000 15% 161,000        
Staff Costs $160,000 $160,000 $160,000 13% 160,000        
  Total Expense $900,000 $952,000 $996,000 80% $0 $900,000

NET REVENUE $204,000 $240,000 $283,000 20% $0 -$204,000

  net revenue b4 staff costs $313,000 $340,000 $372,000
Net Revenue Sharing $51,000 $60,000 $71,000 $0
Net Revenue to AFS $153,000 $180,000 $212,000 $0

Budget Ratios:
Net revenue % (goal = 20%) 18% 20% 22%
Total cost / attendee $493 $480 $464
Catering per person $261 $257 $253

Grand Rapids Meeting
Net revenue $261,000
AFS share (80%) $209,000
Total cost / attendee $385
Catering per person $225

Total expenses b4 staff costs $740,000 $792,000
Net income b4 staff costs $364,000 $400,000

Net income after profit sharing $313,000 $340,000



I support se�ng aside all mature and late-successional old growth forest tracts—as part of an 
official federal rule. This is an essen�al step for storing carbon and responding to the global 
climate & biodiversity crises. A plan alone will not suffice because it is easily ignored, as has 
been shown with the current NW Forest Plan. I also favor implemen�ng the FEMAT protec�ons 
(no logging, no roading) for riparian zones for both fish-bearing (2 poten�al tree heights) and 
non-fish bearing (1 poten�al tree height) streams and rivers.  In our research on Amazonian 
streams, we found that as litle as 1% watershed deforesta�on and 6-11% local riparian 
deforesta�on resulted in the loss of sensi�ve fish and macroinvertebrate species, respec�vely 
(Mar�ns et al. 2021 Ecological Indicators 127: doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2021.107773). We also 
found that stream/road crossings reduced fish assemblage func�onal richness (Leitão et al. 
2018 Ecography 41:219-232) and Odonata diversity (Ferreira et al. In Press Insect Conserva�on 
& Diversity). 
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