Western Division American Fisheries Society
EXCOM Teleconference
March 6, 2007

Present: Bob Hughes, Eric Wagner, Joe Margraf, Jamal Moss (AK), Matt Kondratieff
(CO/WY), Patrick Goddard (UT), Bart Gammett (ID), Leanne Roulsen (MT), Kasja
Stromberg, Eric Knudsen, Dave Manning, Amy Unthank (NM), Jeff McLean (CA/NV).

A quorum was established and the meeting began at 12:35 pm MT with Eric Wagner
serving as Secretary.

The minutes from the February teleconference call were approved without modification
Dave Ward submitted a Treasurer’s report for everyone to review. No comments were
received.

Dave Manning reported that the 2007 San Francisco meeting is coming along well with
1650 abstracts in the system now (about 1700 expected), there are 60 symposia; 22
concurrent sessions are planned, about 350-400 posters are expected; and 11 continuing
education courses are being offered. Hotel reservations can be made now for the
meeting. There is a link at the meeting website or one can go directly to the downtown
Marriott website. FIS is the keyword for the AFS conference. All rooms, including those
at overflow hotels are negotiated at a government per diem rate of $140.

A Fisheries supplement is currently being prepared with the meeting details. A meeting
at-a-glance program will be prepared for Fisheries by late April.

There have been a number of problems submitting abstracts via the meeting website.
Eric and Bob will take these issues to the governing board meeting. There was serious
concern that registration may have similar problems and that the registration portion of
the website needed to be up and running ASAP so that it can be tested.

For the 2008 Portland meeting, Neil Ward is the new president-elect for the OR chapter
and will work with Scott Bonar on the program. Martyne Reesman will be the general
arrangements chair.

Amy Unthank mentioned that a zoo-botanical garden could be an offsite location for a
social at the 2009 meeting in Albuquerque. A draft contract with Hyatt is ready to review
and sign. Room rates were negotiated at a per diem rate for 50% of the rooms. Amy will
send the contract to everyone on the call to review.

In 2011 it will be time for the Western to host the national meeting again. Bids are
needed by mid-summer to Eric Knudsen. At least two bids are requested. Mexico has
offered to host the meeting, but concerns were discussed about getting approval for
international travel. Patrick conceded that might be the case, but some folks in UT were
able to get to a Desert Fishes meeting in Mexico. Eric Wagner voiced concern over
having too much work going into bids and suggested that one Chapter be selected by the
Division to prepare the annual meeting bid. No decision was made, so Chapters are
asked to consider bids. Montana does not have a location big enough and Idaho was



looking into it, but also had facility limitations. Cal/NV offered to help Mexico with the
effort, if it were to be held there. Alaska may also consider a bid.

Several participants noted that they did not receive some listserve mail that had been sent
out. Bob will request that Dave Lentz try another email to double check the system and
make sure that it is still functional. The member list at the parent society may be
erroneous also.

Venice Beske needs someone to work with her on deciding what archive materials to
keep/scan. Bob suggested using what’s on the web as a guide for the type of information
we need to preserve. Eric offered to help when his scheduled allowed. Location for safe
storage of the materials is still a “growing’ problem. The work with the student subunit at
UWY will serve a model for future potential efforts with student chapters.

Leanne reported that western native fish reviews from all USA states but NV are in and
maps are being revised. Work is ongoing for a Fisheries article. Leanne will be going to
Mexico to present the data. There is a W. Native Fishes conference call on Thurs.

British Columbia and Yukon data are being reviewed by 2 persons in BC and 9 in Yukon.
Mexico review is pending (after upcoming meeting).

Bob reviewed the bull trout article being submitted to Fisheries and it is now back with
the authors.

Kajsa noted that the cutthroat CD cover graphics are being dealt with, and will soon be
reproduced. There is lots of interest in the product and some airtime during ID and MT
PBS fundraisers.

New Business:
A new (free) hotel negotiator (Amy Bartell) is available via the Bethesda office.

Eric Knudsen made a proposal to create an AFS Support Coordinator position that would
help Western chapters interact with state and federal agencies to get support for AFS
activities. His concern over the N. Pacific International Chapter health was the impetus
for the suggestion. NPIC will meet in June for an annual meeting. Due to time
constraints, Bob suggested that Eric K. prepare a motion that would be taken to the
governing board for possible action.

Chapter of the year nominations are due by the end of May. Nominations for WDAFS
awards are also being solicited as well as nominations for VP of WDAFS. Wayne Hubert
has accepted the nomination to run for 2™ VP for national AFS.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:55 pm MT.

The next call is 3 April; 12:30 MT, 11:30 PT, 10:30 AT.



