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Western	
  Division	
  American	
  Fisheries	
  Society	
  
Executive	
  Committee	
  Conference	
  Call	
  
March	
  21,	
  2013	
  
	
  
Attendance:	
  	
  Tina	
  Swanson	
  (President),	
  Pam	
  Sponholtz	
  (President-­‐elect),	
  Hilda	
  Sexauer	
  (Vice	
  
President),	
  Mary	
  Buckman	
  (Secretary-­‐Treasurer),	
  Dave	
  Ward	
  (Past	
  President),	
  Dmitri	
  Vidergar	
  
(Idaho),	
  Ryan	
  Fitzpatrick	
  (Colo-­‐Wyo),	
  Brian	
  Missildine	
  (WA/BC),	
  Drew	
  Cushing	
  (Utah),	
  Yvette	
  
Paroz	
  (AZ/NM),	
  Jeff	
  Yanke	
  (OR),	
  Mark	
  Wipfli	
  (AK),	
  Tracy	
  Wendt	
  (Student	
  Representative)	
  
	
  
A	
  quorum	
  was	
  present.	
  President	
  Swanson	
  called	
  the	
  meeting	
  to	
  order	
  at	
  9:35AM.	
  
	
  	
  
Minutes:	
  	
  Minutes	
  of	
  the	
  February	
  2013	
  ExCom	
  meeting	
  were	
  approved	
  after	
  correcting	
  
Yvette’s	
  last	
  name	
  and	
  adding	
  Brian	
  Missildine	
  as	
  attending.	
  
	
  
Financial	
  report:	
  	
  Treasurer	
  Buckman	
  referred	
  the	
  group	
  to	
  the	
  spreadsheet	
  with	
  the	
  balances	
  
in	
  the	
  cash	
  accounts,	
  the	
  CDs	
  and	
  the	
  Grants	
  Endowment	
  Fund.	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  CDs	
  renewed	
  
yesterday	
  at	
  likely	
  0.4%	
  for	
  one	
  year.	
  The	
  member	
  rebate	
  of	
  around	
  $16,000	
  should	
  arrive	
  in	
  
the	
  near	
  future.	
  Upcoming	
  significant	
  expenses	
  are	
  two	
  student	
  scholarships	
  for	
  $1500	
  each	
  
and	
  travel	
  expenses	
  for	
  Boise	
  and	
  chapter	
  meetings.	
  We	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  year	
  to	
  date	
  budget	
  
reconciliation	
  at	
  the	
  Boise	
  ExCom	
  meeting.	
  
	
  
The	
  GEF	
  is	
  up	
  5.2%	
  since	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  fiscal	
  year	
  (October).	
  We	
  will	
  use	
  $6743	
  to	
  fund	
  
the	
  small	
  grants	
  decided	
  at	
  the	
  Boise	
  meeting.	
  Up	
  to	
  $4300	
  currently	
  in	
  the	
  fund	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  
for	
  student	
  travel	
  to	
  the	
  Boise	
  meeting.	
  We	
  had	
  14	
  students	
  apply	
  ask	
  for	
  close	
  to	
  $8000	
  and	
  
we	
  awarded	
  $4300,	
  some	
  to	
  each	
  student.	
  One	
  student	
  has	
  notified	
  us	
  that	
  she	
  cannot	
  attend.	
  
The	
  treasurer	
  noted	
  this	
  money	
  comes	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  Division	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  fund	
  so	
  the	
  
percentages	
  owned	
  by	
  each	
  entity	
  will	
  change	
  slightly	
  next	
  month.	
  	
  
	
  
Boise	
  meeting:	
  	
  Dmitri	
  Vidergar	
  initiated	
  a	
  discussion	
  of	
  the	
  upcoming	
  Boise	
  meeting	
  based	
  on	
  
questions	
  he	
  sent	
  in	
  an	
  email.	
  They	
  have	
  had	
  to	
  put	
  in	
  extra	
  effort	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  changes	
  due	
  to	
  
the	
  Federal	
  sequestration.	
  There	
  are	
  607	
  people	
  registered	
  with	
  about	
  100	
  students.	
  The	
  
numbers	
  change	
  regularly	
  with	
  sequestration	
  folks.	
  The	
  Birds	
  of	
  Prey	
  tour	
  and	
  the	
  Student	
  
Colloquium	
  are	
  cancelled	
  due	
  to	
  low	
  registration.	
  Tracy	
  noted	
  that	
  she	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  have	
  
known	
  about	
  planning	
  the	
  colloquium.	
  The	
  workshops	
  are	
  getting	
  enough	
  registrants	
  and	
  some	
  
are	
  full.	
  	
  The	
  electrofishing	
  has	
  8	
  people.	
  The	
  Spawning	
  Run,	
  sponsored	
  by	
  BioMark,	
  has	
  58	
  
people	
  and	
  is	
  scheduled	
  for	
  the	
  morning	
  after	
  the	
  banquet.	
  	
  John	
  Walrath,	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  
Palouse	
  Student	
  Unit	
  wants	
  to	
  get	
  together	
  with	
  students	
  from	
  other	
  units	
  and	
  Dmitri	
  asked	
  
Tracy	
  to	
  help	
  coordinated	
  that.	
  They	
  plan	
  to	
  set	
  aside	
  a	
  couple	
  tables	
  at	
  the	
  registration	
  tables	
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for	
  job	
  announcements.	
  Dmitri	
  will	
  draft	
  a	
  message	
  to	
  send	
  through	
  the	
  list	
  serve	
  with	
  
important	
  messages.	
  There	
  are	
  33	
  corporate	
  sponsors,	
  including	
  20	
  booths	
  at	
  the	
  trade	
  show.	
  
Sponsorship	
  totals	
  are	
  close	
  to	
  $27,000,	
  including	
  good	
  participation	
  from	
  chapters	
  in	
  the	
  
Division.	
  The	
  Idaho	
  Chapter	
  has	
  not	
  typically	
  recorded	
  the	
  Plenary	
  Session	
  or	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  
meeting.	
  Options	
  are	
  for	
  a	
  professional	
  service	
  ($2100/day)	
  or	
  member	
  volunteers.	
  Jeff	
  Yanke	
  
(OR),	
  Mark	
  Wipfli	
  (AK)	
  and	
  Drew	
  Cushing	
  (Utah)	
  said	
  their	
  chapters	
  do	
  not	
  record	
  meetings	
  
partly	
  to	
  maintain	
  in-­‐person	
  attendance.	
  Mary	
  noted	
  the	
  Parent	
  Society	
  is	
  working	
  on	
  this	
  and	
  
perhaps	
  we	
  should	
  let	
  them	
  work	
  the	
  bugs	
  our,	
  including	
  a	
  fair	
  price	
  to	
  charge	
  for	
  viewing	
  but	
  
not	
  attending.	
  Pam	
  suggested	
  that	
  conference	
  travel	
  will	
  be	
  more	
  and	
  more	
  limited	
  and	
  we	
  
should	
  be	
  exploring	
  ways	
  to	
  make	
  it	
  work,	
  but	
  we	
  should	
  also	
  charge	
  for	
  it.	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  
workshops	
  is	
  being	
  streamed,	
  set	
  up	
  by	
  the	
  workshop	
  host.	
  They	
  are	
  charged	
  $60	
  per	
  person	
  
compared	
  to	
  $150	
  for	
  registration.	
  Dmitri	
  queried	
  who	
  is	
  attending	
  the	
  pre	
  and	
  post	
  events.	
  
The	
  post	
  meeting	
  debrief	
  is	
  Thursday	
  PM,	
  	
  ExCom	
  is	
  the	
  15th	
  8-­‐12,	
  the	
  main	
  meeting	
  April	
  15-­‐
18,	
  the	
  Idaho	
  Chapter	
  lunch	
  is	
  April	
  17,	
  the	
  WD	
  business	
  meeting	
  is	
  lunch	
  on	
  4/16,	
  Pre	
  meeting	
  
on	
  Monday	
  4-­‐6.	
  For	
  Idaho	
  business	
  meeting,	
  Tina	
  will	
  circulate	
  an	
  email	
  requesting	
  ExCom	
  folks	
  
verify	
  attendance.	
  Tina	
  will	
  be	
  at	
  the	
  head	
  table	
  and	
  maybe	
  John	
  Boreman.	
  John	
  and	
  Tina	
  will	
  
talk	
  at	
  the	
  plenary.	
  Student	
  volunteers	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  when	
  the	
  schedule	
  will	
  be	
  available	
  and	
  
Tracy	
  and	
  Dmitri	
  will	
  make	
  those	
  plans	
  offline.	
  
	
  
Mexico	
  2014:	
  	
  Pam	
  Sponholtz	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  meeting	
  contract	
  is	
  complete,	
  with	
  valuable	
  
assistance	
  from	
  Helms-­‐Briscoe.	
  The	
  contract	
  is	
  finalized,	
  signed	
  by	
  Tina	
  and	
  sent	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  
Mexico	
  folks.	
  They	
  are	
  talking	
  about	
  a	
  meeting	
  theme	
  along	
  the	
  lines	
  of	
  “Re-­‐thinking	
  Fisheries	
  
Sustainability”.	
  	
  There	
  were	
  questions	
  about	
  registrations	
  in	
  the	
  multinational	
  venue.	
  Some	
  
people	
  will	
  require	
  formal	
  invoices	
  to	
  pay	
  for	
  registration.	
  Felipe	
  sent	
  Tina	
  an	
  update	
  that	
  
included	
  discussion	
  of	
  the	
  Mangrove	
  Symposium.	
  Pam	
  queried	
  Dmitri	
  about	
  a	
  slide	
  show	
  that	
  
runs	
  in	
  the	
  background	
  that	
  advertises	
  the	
  Mexico	
  meeting.	
  Tina	
  will	
  put	
  the	
  topic	
  of	
  criteria	
  for	
  
distributing	
  the	
  travel	
  money	
  raised	
  and	
  how	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  distributed	
  on	
  the	
  agenda	
  for	
  the	
  Boise	
  
ExCom	
  meeting.	
  
	
  
Small	
  Project	
  Grants:	
  	
  President	
  Swanson	
  requested	
  the	
  group	
  review	
  the	
  5	
  grants	
  proposals	
  
distributed	
  and	
  plan	
  for	
  discussion	
  at	
  the	
  Boise	
  meeting.	
  We	
  have	
  $6743	
  budgeted	
  for	
  these	
  
projects.	
  
	
  
Applications	
  for	
  Awards:	
  	
  They	
  have	
  been	
  submitted,	
  reviewed	
  and	
  awardees	
  selected.	
  
	
  
Requests	
  from	
  National	
  AFS:	
  	
  Bethesda	
  staff	
  are	
  assembling	
  a	
  list	
  with	
  schools	
  with	
  degree	
  
programs	
  in	
  Fisheries.	
  Tina	
  asked	
  that	
  chapter	
  Presidents	
  forward	
  a	
  list	
  for	
  their	
  state(s)	
  to	
  her.	
  
They	
  are	
  also	
  asking	
  for	
  content	
  for	
  the	
  Fisheries	
  Magazine.	
  	
  
	
  
Chapter	
  Roundtable:	
  	
  Ryan	
  Fitzpatrick	
  noted	
  the	
  Colo-­‐Wyo	
  Chapter	
  had	
  153	
  people	
  at	
  their	
  
meeting	
  earlier	
  in	
  March	
  and	
  they	
  had	
  planned	
  for	
  100.	
  The	
  venue	
  had	
  construction	
  so	
  the	
  
chapter	
  got	
  a	
  25%	
  discount,	
  putting	
  them	
  in	
  good	
  financial	
  shape.	
  Bobby	
  Compton	
  was	
  elected	
  
Secretary-­‐Treasurer,	
  the	
  first	
  step	
  in	
  their	
  presidential	
  sequence.	
  Membership	
  voted	
  to	
  send	
  at	
  
least	
  at	
  two	
  members	
  –	
  one	
  from	
  Colorado,	
  one	
  from	
  Wyoming	
  -­‐	
  to	
  the	
  Mexico	
  meeting.	
  Paul	
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Garrity	
  will	
  be	
  in	
  Boise	
  to	
  represent	
  the	
  chapter.	
  Brian	
  Missildine	
  reported	
  the	
  WA/BC	
  meeting	
  
registration	
  is	
  lower	
  than	
  the	
  usual	
  120-­‐140	
  with	
  about	
  81	
  people	
  signed	
  up.	
  They	
  suspect	
  the	
  
cause	
  is	
  the	
  Federal	
  sequestration	
  limiting	
  travel.	
  The	
  meeting	
  is	
  in	
  Chelan,	
  WA.	
  The	
  program	
  is	
  
good,	
  including	
  hatchery	
  symposia.	
  The	
  chapter	
  may	
  have	
  to	
  pay	
  for	
  unfilled	
  room	
  nights.	
  Drew	
  
Cushing	
  noted	
  the	
  Utah	
  Chapter	
  meeting	
  is	
  next	
  week	
  at	
  Lake	
  Powell	
  and	
  they	
  have	
  between	
  
150-­‐200	
  registrants.	
  They	
  have	
  raised	
  $40,000	
  in	
  donations.	
  The	
  chapter	
  has	
  talked	
  about	
  a	
  
long-­‐term	
  position	
  for	
  fund	
  raising	
  with	
  a	
  goal	
  to	
  keep	
  up	
  the	
  effort	
  and	
  to	
  build	
  relationships.	
  
The	
  agenda	
  includes	
  two	
  continuing	
  education	
  classes,	
  hydroacoustics	
  in	
  fish	
  sampling	
  and	
  
habitat	
  assessment,	
  and	
  strong	
  symposia.	
  The	
  chapter	
  has	
  planned	
  a	
  fundraising	
  fishing	
  
tournament	
  for	
  the	
  last	
  day	
  of	
  the	
  meeting.	
  Jeff	
  Yanke	
  reported	
  the	
  Oregon	
  Chapter	
  had	
  their	
  
annual	
  meeting	
  in	
  Bend	
  and	
  about	
  420	
  people	
  showed	
  up.	
  Three	
  workshops	
  were	
  public	
  
speaking,	
  monitoring	
  and	
  fly	
  fishing.	
  Actions	
  and	
  events	
  in	
  the	
  near	
  future	
  include:	
  participating	
  
in	
  the	
  ODFW	
  STEP	
  conference	
  next	
  week,	
  student	
  subunit	
  bylaws	
  approval,	
  executive	
  
committee	
  transitions	
  in	
  May,	
  finishing	
  some	
  white	
  papers	
  with	
  topics	
  that	
  include	
  hatcheries	
  
and	
  GMOs,	
  and	
  a	
  small	
  grant	
  program	
  planned	
  by	
  the	
  Education	
  and	
  Outreach	
  Committee.	
  	
  
Mark	
  Wipfli	
  reported	
  the	
  Alaska	
  Chapter	
  will	
  meet	
  in	
  Fairbanks	
  from	
  Oct	
  7-­‐11,	
  2013.	
  Phil	
  Loring,	
  
the	
  incoming	
  President,	
  in	
  planning	
  that	
  meeting.	
  They	
  might	
  convene	
  a	
  joint	
  meeting	
  with	
  
American	
  Water	
  Resources	
  Society	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  
	
  
Student	
  Report:	
  	
  Tracy	
  Wendt	
  reported	
  she	
  has	
  been	
  trying	
  to	
  develop	
  communication	
  with	
  
and	
  among	
  student	
  chapters.	
  She	
  will	
  send	
  out	
  emails	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  ExCom	
  calls	
  to	
  get	
  news	
  from	
  
the	
  student	
  chapters.	
  She	
  is	
  planning	
  graduate	
  school,	
  likely	
  in	
  the	
  west,	
  and	
  is	
  interested	
  in	
  
remaining	
  in	
  the	
  position	
  of	
  Student	
  Representative.	
  	
  
	
  
New	
  Business:	
  	
  Possible	
  candidates	
  for	
  the	
  positions	
  of	
  Vice	
  President	
  and	
  Secretary-­‐Treasurer	
  
positions	
  were	
  solicited.	
  Please	
  forward	
  candidate	
  ideas	
  to	
  Past	
  President	
  Dave	
  Ward.	
  New	
  
officers	
  will	
  take	
  office	
  at	
  the	
  Little	
  Rock	
  meeting	
  in	
  September.	
  
	
  
Next	
  meeting:	
  The	
  next	
  ExCom	
  meeting	
  in	
  Boise	
  on	
  April	
  15	
  from	
  8-­‐12AM.	
  The	
  next	
  conference	
  
call	
  will	
  be	
  May	
  16	
  at	
  8:30	
  AM	
  AK,	
  9:30	
  PDT,	
  10:30	
  MDT.	
  
	
  
Submitted	
  by	
  Mary	
  Buckman,	
  Secretary-­‐Treasurer	
  
 
	
  


