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Executive Committee March Call: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT 
To join call, dial 1-800-582-3014 and enter passcode: 837490314# Leader passcode 

567446688#. 
 

Notes 
• 1:00 PM Roll call (5 min) (Determination of quorum) 

o Participants: 
Dan Dauwalter, WD President 
Jackie Watson, WD Past-President 
Todd Pearsons, WD President-Elect 
Dan Brauch, WD Vice President 
Emily Chen, WD Student Rep 
Jason Burckhardt, CO-WY Chapter 
Rob Titus, CA-NV Chapter 
Alton Livingstone, AZNM Chapter 
Steve Dalby, MT Chapter 
 

• 1:05 PM Motion: Approve February call notes (Attachment B) 
• Todd moved, Rob Titus second, no discussion, motion passes 

• 1:10 PM Treasurers briefing (Travis) (Attachment C) 
• Travis was not able to attend the call. Dauwalter asked if there were any questions 

on the most recent budget spreadsheet, there were none.  Dan also mentioned 
there will be a lot of transactions with travel reimbursements occurring presently. 

• 1:15 PM 2020 WDAFS Vancouver (Dan D.) 
• COVID-19 (see webpage: https://wa-bc.fisheries.org/2020-meeting/covid-19/) 

Dauwalter covered an update on meeting planning and COVID-19.  The 
Vancouver planning team will be having a call Friday 3/13 to discuss this further, 
for now the meeting is still a go.  Currently 42 abstracts, of 257, have been pulled, 
two vendors have backed out, a few people have requested refunds on 
registrations but there are also still people currently registering.  Shawn Johnston, 
Brittany, and Dan have been working with the venue and hotel to negotiate the 
contract in preparation of a smaller meeting than planned.  Sponsorship is 
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currently at a break even, perhaps a slight loss, so the Chapters should be seeing a 
request from WD to sponsor our meeting. 
Rob Titus: Has there been any discussion on the option of providing video or 
remote viewing of the meeting?  This will be discussed on the Friday call with the 
planning team. 
Excom meeting is scheduled for Thursday 4/16, 1:20-5:30pm, room TBD 
Steve Dalby joined late, Dauwalter covered the update again for Steve’s benefit. 

• Early registration extension – now March 20 
• Abstracts – 257 submitted 
• Registration – slightly over 100 as of 3/6 – update? 
• Sponsorship – Chapter forthcoming request 
• Other 

• 1:30 PM Chapter Updates 
• CA-NV (Rob): Upcoming annual meeting, “Reno Hangover Meeting”, Sunday 

March 15 through Tuesday. Smaller meeting, currently about 100 registrants. A 
few people have backed out because of COVID-19 concerns. There was an option 
to postpone the meeting until later this year, but dates that might work were not 
available from the venue so they are proceeding as planned.  Approximately 40 
oral presentations.  The two most active subunit universities are having finals next 
week so participation from those units is nil. 

• AZ-NM (Alton): Annual meeting was the last week of Jan, with AZ & NM TWS, 
AZNM AFS hosted in Prescott. Just over 300 attendees. Workshops included an 
annual piscicide training. Approved a new student subunit, Northern Arizona 
University. Last week the chapter hosted a electrofishing training with Jim 
Reynolds, the chapter made a profit off this training. 

• MT (Steve): Kalispell meeting was successful with attendance around 240, a 30-
40 person increase over last year in Billings. They had 70 oral presentations 
which meant they had to run concurrent sessions – MT members do not like 
concurrent sessions. Ten posters, lot of student participation, great raffle, and 
corporate sponsorships were also up this year compared to last year. 

• COWY (Jason): Annual meeting Feb 25-27, Laramie, WY. Travel was impacted 
by weather, interstates were closed in and out of Laramie, and therefore 
attendance at CE courses was impacted. One course, Ecological Sampling and 
Study Design, was recorded and streamed and should be available. Overall 
attendance was down from the record high of last year (260) with 168 this year. 
This was likely due to the inability to get out-of-state travel approval for CO 
members. Meeting was still profitable. Eventbrite charged tax and the Chapter is 
trying to recover around $2,000.  51 oral presentations and 19 posters, climate 
change plenary topic. 

• UT (Jackie): Annual meeting Feb 25-27, St. George UT, Jackie was unable to 
provide attendance or numbers for presentations/posters.  Recently Utah Chapter 
has taken a unique approach by planning the plenary session around a meeting 
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sponsor.  This year the Virgin River Program was a meeting sponsor, the focus of 
the meeting plenary, and hosted a half day symposium.  There were two CE 
courses 1) How to write and publish a manuscript in a scientific journal taught by 
Phaedra Budy, USU co-op and 2) Telling our story – working with media and 
developing our own media content taught by Brett Prettyman, TU.  Both seemed 
to be pretty popular, biologists especially liked the tips from Prettyman regarding 
taking and use of pictures highlighting fisheries work.  There was also one field 
trip – Virgin River tour. 

• ADDITIONAL Agenda Item: GB Update (Dan) 
• Guidance on how various units should and could be implementing the Society’s 

Strategic Plan.  Also, how do Units integrate with the current President’s plan of 
work to provide continuity between the Society and the various Units. Dan 
reviewed Brian Murphy’s proposed plan of work and he will share with the group. 

• There was a lot of discussion on AFS rebranding and potential renaming 
• GB voted to dissolve the Mexico Chapter. There were a couple of “no” votes – 

these people would have liked to see a more concrete plan for the future of 
Mexico Chapter members 

• 1:40 PM AFS, Science, Advocacy (Dan D., Todd) (Attachments D, E) 
• Statement of world aquatic societies on climate change (Attachment F) 

o Current edits are largely due to WD comments on the statement and AFS 
stance on advocacy, policy, etc. Thanks to Todd for representing the WD 
on this topic. GB did not vote on the current statement and edits, however 
the GB did approve Scott’s plan of work so he is moving forward with 
sending this statement to the list of 200+ societies. 

• Lower Snake River dams 
Cleve Steward (RPCC Chair) joined the call to provide some background on the 
resolution. Cleve was unable to download the 2011 resolution on this topic so could 
not provide much information on the past resolution. 
Gov Brown letter – ExCom approved and letter was sent March 7th. Attm G, Memo 
Gov Brown Letter, outlines the ExCom vote, timeline, and final draft of the letter. 
Dauwalter briefly reviewed the DEIS and some of the alternatives. Through 
conversations with the officers and RPCC Chair it was decided that WD will not 
comment on the DEIS but we may consider commenting on the BiOp. Cleve 
requested a straw-poll to determine if the ExCom is interested in commenting on the 
BiOp. Dauwalter mentioned that commenting on the BiOp will be within our 
wheelhouse. 
Cleve: AFS policy statement on dam removal – the Society is looking for 
knowledgeable people who would be willing to participate in the process. Cleve 
would like to invite ExCom members or Chapter Presidents to nominate members 
who would have the expertise to participate. 

o Gov Brown Letter (Attachment G) 
o DEIS and Oregon Chapter membership request to WD 

https://www.nwd.usace.army.mil/CRSO/
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1. Near future motion(s)? 
2. Comment period for DEIS closes 13 April 

• 1:55 PM New or other business 
• Next issue of the Tributary will be coming out mid-March 

If anyone has any late submissions or announcements please get them to Dan 
Dauwalter ASAP 

• Adjourn 
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Executive Committee March Call: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT 
To join call, dial 1-800-582-3014 and enter passcode: 837490314# Leader passcode 

567446688#. 
 

AGENDA 
• 1:00 PM Roll call (5 min) (Determination of quorum) 

• 1:05 PM Proposed Motion: Approve February call notes (Attachment B) 

• 1:10 PM Treasurers briefing (Travis) (Attachment C) 
• Key updates 

• 1:15 PM 2020 WDAFS Vancouver (Dan D.) 
• COVID-19 (see webpage: https://wa-bc.fisheries.org/2020-meeting/covid-19/) 
• Early registration extension – now March 20 
• Abstracts – 257 submitted 
• Registration – slightly over 100 as of 3/6 – update? 
• Sponsorship – Chapter forthcoming request 
• Other 

• 1:30 PM Chapter Updates 

• 1:40 PM AFS, Science, Advocacy (Dan D., Todd) (Attachments D, E) 
• Statement of world aquatic societies on climate change (Attachment F) 
• Lower Snake River dams 

o Gov Brown Letter (Attachment G) 
o DEIS and Oregon Chapter membership request to WD 

1. Near future motion(s)? 
2. Comment period for DEIS closes 13 April 

• 1:55 PM New or other business 

• Adjourn 
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Executive Committee February Call: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT 
To join call, dial 1-800-582-3014 and enter passcode: 837490314# Leader passcode 

567446688#. 
 

Notes 
Participants: 
• Dan Dauwalter, WD President 
• Jackie Watson, WD Past-President  
• Todd Pearsons, WD President-Elect  
• Dan Brauch, WD Vice President  
• Emily Chen, WD Student Rep 
• Travis Rehm, WD Secretary-Treasurer 
• Jason Burckhardt, CO-WY Chapter 
• Brett High, ID Chapter 
• Rob Titus, CA-NV Chapter  
• George Weekley, UT Chapter 
• Brittany Jenewein, WA-BC Chapter 
• Jeff Falke, AK Chapter 
• Luke Schultz, WNF Committee 
• Tim D’Amico, WNF Committee 
• Zach Beard, ECP Committee 
• Anna Lavoie, D&I Committee 
 
Roll call 
 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
 A quorum was present 
 

Motion: Approve January call notes (Attachment B) 
Moved to approve- Todd 
Move to second- Jackie 
No one opposed. Notes Approved. 
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Treasurers briefing (Travis) (Attachment C) 

• The student colloquium earned $982.02, after all expenses. Travis congratulated 
Emily on a great job fundraising and inquired if these funds will roll over into next 
year’s student colloquium budget. The group was in agreement on rolling over the 
funds. 
o Rob asked Travis if CA-NV sent WDAFS a check for the student colloquium and 

Travis said he would check and follow up with him.  

• Travis also reminded the group that we have $505 reserved for the Mexico chapter 
when they reestablish. This money originally came from the BLM and we split 
between the chapters. These funds are represented in the encumbered section of the 
balances-by-month sheet.  

Action item: Travis will check and get back to Rob on CA-NV check to student colloquium. 
 

WDAFS Committee Updates 
Western Native Fishes (Luke, Tim) 

• Luke gave an overview of their activity of the Western Native Fishes committee. 
o WNF is currently planning a symposium at Vancouver for western native fishes.  
o They are also currently updating the WNF database. Working with Kyle Gatt 

(student). 
o Luke stated that if anyone had anything they would like to be included in the 

WNF newsletter to send it to him. 
 

Early Career Professional (Zach) 

• Zach gave and overview of activity of the Early Career Professionals committee. 
o ECP is currently focusing on fundraising for a future ECP Travel award and has 

collected 5 donations to date.  
o ECP is performing a raffle at the annual WDAFS meeting in Vancouver. Zach 

will not be in attendance himself, but Jeff Johnson has volunteered to run the 
raffle.  

o Zach also stated that funds allocated by WDAFS have been used for travel 
awards.  

o ECP has stopped putting out their own monthly newsletter and currently have a 
section within the Tributary.  

o Brittany brought up an email discussing the need to obtain a gambling license for 
the raffle at the Vancouver meeting. Zach said he was aware and would do the 
required paperwork however, that it may require a Canadian resident.  
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Diversity and Inclusion (Anna) 

• Anna gave and overview of activity of the Diversity and Inclusion committee. 
o D&I is currently organizing a symposium for the Vancouver meeting. They are 

making an effort to recruit individuals to participate in the symposium. 
o D&I is also working to develop webpage and social media footprint. 

 
Financial Sustainability Committee (Dan) 

• Dan D. stated that he sat in on FS call last month. 

• With the markets currently doing well Dan D. said the portfolio is in good shape. 
 

Chapter Updates 
ID (Brett) 

• Brett said that they will have a couple retirees to assist with the ID Chapter exhibit for 
150th anniversary display in Columbus. 

• ID Chapter just closed early registration and the abstracts deadline for their annual 
meeting. There has been a lot of interest with 67 oral presentations planned. 

• Brett will not be able to attend the Vancouver meeting but Ryan Hardy and Drew 
Suchomel (ID Excom) will be in attendance.  

 
CA-NV (Rob)  

• Recently hosted their annual midyear had a good turnout. 

• Rob expects a smaller annual meeting this year after hosting the Society meeting this 
September in Reno. Shooting for ~150 people. 

• CA-NV will be contributing to 150th anniversary display in Reno and there is a 
committee setup for contribution. 

• Rob will be attending Vancouver. 
 

UT (George)  

• UT Chapter is currently focused on their annual meeting coming up in two weeks, 
with Excom call tomorrow.  

• George said they have had discussion on 150th anniversary display, but waiting until 
after Chapter meeting to work on contribution. 

• Both George and President-Elect Sarah Seegert will be attending Vancouver.  
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AZ-NM (Dan B.) 

• Dan B. recently attended the AZ-NM Chapter meeting and it did not sound like they 
will be sending a representative to Vancouver. 

• However, he said they are planning a 150th anniversary display.  

 
WA-BC (Brittany) 

• WA-BC is currently busy preparing for the upcoming 2020 meeting.  

• They are also working on updating the Chapter procedures manual.  

• Brittany said that they are currently researching why student subunits are struggling 
within the Chapter. It sounds like lack of faculty support may be the underlying 
cause. 

• Brittany also said that the University of Washington subunit did not dissolve (like 
previously reported), however the subunit is currently inactive. 

 
 MX (Dan D.) 

• Dan D. said the Chapter is still under WD and official dissolution will occur at 
Governing Board in February (Little Rock). 
 

CO-WY (Jason) 

• CO-WY Chapter is finishing touches on 2020 meeting, it is shaping up to be a large 
meeting.  

• The meeting will feature a plenary session on climate change. 

• Jason said due to interest they may have multiple concurrent sessions or have to 
extend meetings in future. 

• CO-WY Chapter will contribute to 150th display. 

• They nearly have threshold for an endowment to provide scholarships for fisheries 
students at Colorado Mesa University. 

• CO-WY currently does not have representation at the Vancouver meeting. 

 
AK (Jeff) 

• Currently in full swing of planning for the Chapter meeting.  

• Does not know if the AK Chapter will have attendance at Vancouver. 

• AK Chapter will be participating at 150th display, likely in form of poster. 
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AFS Management Committee (Todd) 

Statement from World Societies on Climate Change 

• A statement on climate change is currently being prepared by the Society (President 
Bonar) for other aquatic science societies to potentially sign on to. The Governing 
Board has reviewed the initial draft. One more draft will come to the Governing 
Board for comment and then it will go to those aquatic societies for signing (possibly 
comments/edits). Then it will come back to AFS Governing Board for final vote.  

• Jackie asked that if those on the Governing Board feel comfortable voting without 
others comments. Jackie is still interested in seeing the statement.  

 

Mexico and Hawaii Chapters 
Mexico  

• There have been discussions on formation of Latin American Chapter and also the 
MX Chapter joining with the Puerto Rico Chapter.  

Hawaii 

• There has been an effort to reinstate the Hawaii and Pacific Islands Chapter. Tim 
Grabowski of the Hawaii Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit leading.  
There is a potential issue with number of signatures needed is equal to about the 
number of AFS members in Hawaii and Pacific Islands (~25) 

 

Updates 
ScCS (Dan D.) 

• WD is currently handling ScCS funds. Dan D. voiced concerns on amount of work 
this poses for Travis (S-T).  

• The current arrangement is to handle their funds and adjust if things get too 
complicated. 

2020 WDAFS in Vancouver (Brittany) 

• Everything is on track for the Vancouver meeting.  

• Abstracts are due today (due 2/12; Extension 2/26). To date they have received about 
200 abstracts and are considering extending the deadline. 

• Early registration ends on March 12th and the room block also closes that day. 

• WD Excom on 4/16 Thursday (likely ½ day, in the afternoon).   
 

Outstanding Unit and Subunit Awards (due 2/14) 
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New or other business 
150th Celebration (Dan B.) 

• Dan received a few very good videos from Chapters, for the WD video Dan is putting 
together. 

• Dan B. sent out the info on renting equipment associated with displays at 150th 

celebration. 
 
Adjourn- 12:58 
 

Summary of Action Items 
Action item: Travis will check and get back to Rob on CA-NV check to student colloquium. 
 



Western Division AFS Balances by Month - FY 2019-20 (October 1, 2019 - September 30, 2020)
9/30/2019 10/31/2019 11/30/2019 12/31/2019 1/31/2020 2/29/2020

Checking Total - Wells Fargo 45,919.17$                          19,449.40$           13,476.26$           49,789.34$           50,451.86$           47,017.22$           

Primary Savings - MA, 0.40% 25.00$                                 25.00$                  25.00$                  25.00$                  25.00$                  25.00$                  

1-year CD (March 21, 2020) - 1.240% 10,582.38$                          10,605.48$           10,627.89$           10,651.09$           10,674.34$           10,696.14$           
1-year CD (June 18, 2020) - 1.198% 10,667.50$                          10,690.79$           10,713.38$           10,736.77$           10,760.21$           10,782.19$           
1-year CD (October 9, 2020) - 2.4700% 10,645.80$                          10,664.53$           10,681.45$           10,698.96$           10,716.50$           10,732.94$           
1 year CD (December 21, 2020) - 1.980% 10,614.98$                          10,638.15$           10,660.63$           10,682.03$           10,700.00$           10,716.84$           

Subtotal Available 88,454.83$                          62,073.35$           56,184.61$           92,583.19$           93,327.91$           89,970.33$           

Encumbered
Fishes of Idaho (2016) 500.00$                               500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                
Pink + Chum Salmon Symposium 1,282.03$                            1,282.03$             1,282.03$             1,282.03$             1,282.03$             482.03$                
Salvelinus Confluentus Curiosity Society (ScCS) -$                                     -$                      -$                      1,127.87$             1,127.87$             1,127.87$             
Mexico AFS 505.00$                               505.00$                505.00$                505.00$                505.00$                505.00$                

Book Projects 500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                

Small Grants (2019)
   Rosealea Bond 137.74$                               137.74$                137.74$                137.74$                137.74$                137.74$                
   Jesse Filbrun 925.00$                               925.00$                925.00$                925.00$                713.83$                713.83$                
   U Alaska subunit - Don Arthur 1,000.00$                            1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             

Small Grants (2020) 5,000.00$             5,000.00$             5,000.00$             5,000.00$             5,000.00$             

WD 2020 Annual Meeting
WDAFS Excom meeting in BC (planning for breaks and lunch) 600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                
WDAFS Business meeting in BC (planning for lunch) 2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             

Excom travel expenses 
Excom travel to WABC meeting 11,160.00$           11,160.00$           11,160.00$           11,160.00$           11,160.00$           
GB Excom meeting in Columbus (Dan & Todd) 5,400.00$             5,400.00$             5,400.00$             5,400.00$             5,400.00$             
Travel expenses to Chapter meetings (All officers) 10,900.00$           10,900.00$           10,713.00$           10,713.00$           9,940.15$             
Travel expenses for AFS GB mid-year meeting (Dan & Todd) 4,040.00$             4,040.00$             4,040.00$             4,040.00$             4,040.00$             

2020 Awards and associated travel
AFS Plaques 300.00$                300.00$                300.00$                300.00$                300.00$                
Riparian Challenge award plaques 100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                
Travel award for winners ($500 per winner) 2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             

2020 Scholarships
Maughan/Trachtenburg scholarships 5,600.00$             5,600.00$             5,600.00$             5,600.00$             5,600.00$             

2020 Student colloquium
Student colloquium contribution from WDAFS 1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,982.03$             

2019 Travel Grants
Travel Grant D&I travel to WDAFS 2019  -  -  -  -  - 
   Dominic Higheagle 750.00$                               (87.40)$                 (87.40)$                 (87.40)$                 (87.40)$                 (87.40)$                 
Travel Grant: Student travel to WDAFS 2019  -  -  -  -  -  - 
   Nick Barrett 500.00$                               500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                

2020 Travel Grants
Travel Grant: International travel to WDAFS 2020  -  -  -  -  - 
Felipe Amezcua 750.00$                750.00$                750.00$                750.00$                750.00$                
Travel Grant: Professional travel to WDAFS 2020  -  -  -  -  - 
Luke Schultz 400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                
Nate Cathcart 500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                
Steve Dalbey 500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                
Travel Grant: Student travel to WDAFS 2020 - - - - -
Riley Gallagher 600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                
Ben Triano 600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                
Hayley Glassic 600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                
Peter Searle 500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                
Megan Sabal 500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                
Dylan Glaser 500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                
Ryszard Traczyk 500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                
Taylor Preul 400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                
Drew Suchomel 400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                
Cale Babey 400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                400.00$                
Travel Grant: ECP travel to WDAFS 2020 - - - - -
Grace Auringer 600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                600.00$                
Katrina Cook 225.00$                225.00$                225.00$                225.00$                225.00$                

Committees
ECP Committee 1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             25.00$                  
D&I Committee 1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             1,000.00$             
Native Fish Committee 800.00$                800.00$                800.00$                800.00$                800.00$                
Misc. Committee Expenses 100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                

Bank charges 35.10$                  35.10$                  35.10$                  35.10$                  35.10$                  
Insurance 150.00$                150.00$                150.00$                150.00$                150.00$                
Website maintenance fee 250.00$                250.00$                250.00$                10.00$                  10.00$                  
Branding update (website, logo, etc) 500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                500.00$                
Mailchimp 600.00$                550.01$                500.02$                450.03$                400.04$                
Past President gift 200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                
Contingency for Chapter Professional Certification 200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                
Contingency for other 200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                200.00$                
Other Supplies 100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                100.00$                
2021 Utah Seed Money reserved 2,000.00$                            2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             2,000.00$             

Total Encumbered 7,599.77$                            68,472.47$           74,307.62$           69,313.36$           68,812.20$           67,196.39$           

Loans 2020 Meeting Advances (see budget tabs) 5,792.62$                            5,792.62$             5,792.62$             5,792.62$             5,792.62$             5,792.62$             
Total Loans 5,792.62$                            5,792.62$             5,792.62$             5,792.62$             5,792.62$             5,792.62$             

Grants Investment Fund 421,853.59$                        432,361.28$         452,163.26$         460,469.42$         458,125.39$         429,667.73$         
Western Division 172,580.30$                        176,879.00$         184,979.99$         188,378.04$         185,784.21$         174,243.73$         
AZ-NM Chapter 18,139.70$                          18,591.54$           19,443.02$           19,800.19$           19,699.39$           18,475.71$           
CO-WY Chapter 52,605.14$                          53,915.45$           56,384.76$           57,420.54$           57,128.24$           53,579.57$           
Idaho Chapter 37,165.30$                          38,091.03$           39,835.58$           40,567.36$           40,360.85$           37,853.73$           
Utah Chapter 16,621.03$                          17,035.03$           17,815.23$           18,142.50$           19,685.03$           18,462.24$           
WA-BC Chapter 33,115.51$                          33,940.36$           35,494.82$           36,146.85$           35,962.84$           33,728.92$           
CSU Student Subunit 3,374.83$                            3,458.89$             3,617.31$             3,683.76$             3,665.00$             3,437.34$             
Fish Culture Section 65,218.57$                          66,843.05$           69,904.44$           71,188.57$           70,826.19$           66,426.63$           
Student Travel Fund 23,033.21$                          23,606.93$           24,688.11$           25,141.63$           25,013.65$           23,459.86$           

Western Division 40.91% 40.91% 40.91% 40.91% 40.55% 40.55%
AZ/NM Chapter 4.30% 4.30% 4.30% 4.30% 4.30% 4.30%
CO/WY Chapter 12.47% 12.47% 12.47% 12.47% 12.47% 12.47%
Idaho Chapter 8.81% 8.81% 8.81% 8.81% 8.81% 8.81%
Utah Chapter 3.94% 3.94% 3.94% 3.94% 4.30% 4.30%
WA-BC Chapter 7.85% 7.85% 7.85% 7.85% 7.85% 7.85%
CSU Student Subunit 0.80% 0.80% 0.80% 0.80% 0.80% 0.80%
Fish Culture Section 15.46% 15.46% 15.46% 15.46% 15.46% 15.46%
Student Travel Fund 5.46% 5.46% 5.46% 5.46% 5.46% 5.46%





























 

Statement of World Aquatic Societies on Human-Caused Climate Change 

Global climate change caused by human activities deserves immediate and concerted attention 
to address this real and imminent threat to humankind and our aquatic resources. 

• The impacts from increased atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases from fossil 
fuels and deforestation are already occurring.Thousands of peer-reviewed studies by tens 
of thousands of scientists around the world have documented evidence for climate effects 
on aquatic systems that are already occurring and are extensive.  

• Multiple sources including the American Geophysical Union, National Academies of 
Science from dozens of countries, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and 
the 4th U.S. National Climate Assessment cite thousands of studies that increased 
atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases from fossil fuels and deforestation are 
driving current climate change. 

• Impacts range from intensification of droughts, heat waves, floods, wildfires, increased 
frequency and severity of storms, melting glaciers, destabilization of major ice sheets, 
rising sea level, ocean acidification, shifts in species ranges including expansion of 
invasive species, and more, with a mounting toll on vulnerable ecosystems, societies and 
local and global economies.  

• These events are precursors of even more damages to fisheries, biodiversity and society 
at-large.   

• Delaying action to address climate change will increase the economic, environmental and 
societal consequences.  

• Thousands of peer-reviewed studies by tens of thousands of scientists around the world 
have documented evidence for climate effects on aquatic systems that are already 
occurring.  

• Scientific predictions of climate impacts on aquatic systems project a dire future unless 
immediate action is taken.   

• We are near the tipping point. If we wish to avoid calamitous consequences for our 
aquatic ecosystems and society, tThe time to control greenhouse gas emissions is now. 

All life on Earth is dependent on water and depends directly or indirectly on aquatic 
resources. Changes in aquatic ecosystems are affecting human society now. 

• The need for clean and sufficient water is something all life-forms share.  
• Fisheries provide quality protein sources not easily replaced by terrestrial sources. 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, fish accounts 
for 17% of animal protein consumed globally, fishing and aquaculture directly employ 
almost 60 million people, and global trade in fish products has reached USD $152 billion 
per year, with 54% originating in developing countries.  

• In the short-term, new fisheries may appear in some newly formed ice-free areas; 
however, overall fisheries catch is projected to decline related to increasing declines in 
water quality and primary production as a result of climate change, with corresponding 
effects on food security.    
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• Shifts in fish distribution and decreases in fish abundance are affecting incomes, food 
security and livelihoods of resource dependent communities. 

• Species shifts are affecting traditional fisheries from the tropics to the polar regions 
through reduced access to fish stocks, fishing areas and loss of local knowledge.   

• Climate change compounds impact of other practices such as pollution, overfishing and 
unsustainable coastal development.  These combined impacts are projected to drive many 
small-scale fisheries and economies out of existence.   

• Warming affects seafood safety thorough elevated bioaccumulation of heavy metals and 
toxicants and an increased prevalence of waterborne pathogens affecting both human and 
animal health. 

• Tourism is being affected in many areas that are dependent on local ecosystems, most 
markedly in polar and tropical regions.  Diving, snorkeling, angling, marine mammal and 
bird watching, and other recreational activities and businesses depend on maintenance of 
healthy aquatic resources.  

• Intact shoreline ecosystems such as mangroves protect coasts from erosion, storms, 
flooding, provide habitat and sequester carbon. 

• Intact riparian ecosystems protect streams from flooding, provide shade and habitat, and 
sequester carbon and store water during high flow events. 

• The level of fisheries impacts will be governed by the level of protective limits our 
nations place on future emissions combined with riparian and coastal zoning, and 
changes in fisheries management practices.   

Changes in human society are driven by marine and freshwater ecosystems already being 
affected by climate change. 

 In marine ecosystems: 

• Shifts in species composition, behavior, abundance and biomass production are now 
occurring.  

• Lobster, cod, herring, coral reef fishes and others important to fisheries are either moving 
poleward or declining.  

• Coastal ecosystems, warm-water corals, seagrass meadows and kelp forests continue to 
decline.  

• Effects of altered species compositions are cascading through entire ecosystems.  
• Carbon emissions are linked to global ocean acidification which is affecting the survival 

of organisms, especially shellfish.  
• Climate change is interacting with other stressors such as excess nutrient input, over 

harvest, and novel species interactions to further suppress marine ecosystems.   
• Global production of marine animals continues to decrease and shifts in species 

composition will increase unless emissions are reduced.   

In freshwater ecosystems:  



 

• Climate change is altering abundance, predator-prey dynamics, expansion of invasive 
species, growth, recruitment of species and novel species interactions leading to declines 
in the number and taxa of freshwater aquatic organisms.   

• Increased evaporation in drought-prone areas is affecting the amount and quality of 
freshwater available for both aquatic organisms and humans.  

• Increased flooding provides a vector for the expansion of invasive species that is 
affecting recreational and commercial harvest of native fishes.  This expansion threatens 
world economies and industries. 

• Geographic ranges of many plants and animals have moved poleward and to higher 
altitudes, and invasive species expand with the expansion of warmer habitats. 

• Temporal shifts in seasonal cues such as spring runoff or monsoon seasons affect 
spawning success resulting in poor survival.   

• Higher incidents of wildfire are affecting aquatic systems by making watersheds more 
susceptible to flooding and by reducing water quality.  

• Higher temperatures and precipitation runoff have resulted in harmful algae blooms.   
• Organisms dependent on snow melt and glacial streams are shifting distribution.   
• Release of heavy metals such as mercury, currently stored in glaciers and the permafrost 

is projected to further affect freshwater organisms.  
• These seemingly diverse and small-scale changes combine to create multiple, 

cumulatively stressful challenges to aquatic species.  

Our aquatic scientific societies from around the world urge immediate action of government, 
industry, and others to address the climate crisis, prioritizing action against the major 
underlying cause, greenhouse gas emissions, if we are to avoid dire consequences to aquatic 
ecosystems on which all humankind depends.  

• We assert that immediate action is necessary to drastically curtail release of greenhouse 
gas emissions; and remove and store CO2 from the atmosphere to prevent the most 
calamitous consequences of human-caused climate change to aquatic ecosystems on 
which all humankind depends. 

• Simply believing that climate change is occurring is not enough. Governments, the 
public, industry, academia and all other sectors of society must prioritize actions to halt 
human-caused climate change if they are to prevent dire consequences. 

• We call for a rapid transition towards non-greenhouse gas emitting energy sources, other 
products and services that do not release greenhouse gases, and research and policies that 
favor an efficient transition if the considerable effects on aquatic systems described above 
are to be slowed. .  

• We call for robust adaptation measures to provide habitat for vulnerable aquatic 
organisms; additional research to better understand potential impacts and to arm natural 
resources agencies with the tools to help ease these impacts; and significant resources for 
data collection if we wish to help aquatic managers to better understand and plan for 
changes in aquatic ecosystems.  



 

It is time to acknowledge the imminent need to act to address climate change. Delaying action 
to control greenhouse gas emissions is negligent, and concerted efforts to curb greenhouse gas 
emissions are necessaryif we wish to conserve our aquatic resources and our world society 
that depends on them. 
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Memorandum: 
11 March 2020 
Re: Letter to Oregon Governor Brown Kate Brown regarding Snake River dam removal 
 
The Western Division of AFS’s Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns Committee 
recommended that the Division write a letter in response to Oregon Governor Kate Brown’s 
comments on the removal of the lower Snake River dams.  A letter was drafted, and on 27 
February 2020, the following motion was put on front of the Western Division AFS Executive 
Committee by electronic mail: 
 

Motion: Submit attached letter (WDAFS_GovBrownLetter_20200227.docx) to Oregon 
Governor Brown Kate Brown speaking to the Western Division’s 2011 resolution and 
science related to Snake River dams and sustainability of Snake River basin fishery 
resources. 
 
A request was made by President Dauwalter for Excom members to vote ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ for the 
motion by close-of-business (5pm MST) on March 2nd, 2020.  Excom member votes were as 
follows: 
 

Excom member:        Vote: 
President – Dan Dauwalter:      Yes 
President Elect – Todd Persons:     Yes 
Vice President – Dan Brauch:     Yes 
Past President – Jackie Watson:     Yes 
Secretary-Treasurer – Travis Rehm:   Yes 
Student Representative – Emily Chen:   Yes 
Oregon Chapter – Becky Flitcroft:    Yes 
Montana Chapter – Steve Dalbey:   Yes 
CO-WY Chapter – Jason Burkhardt:    Yes 
Cal-Neva – Rob Titus:      Yes 
WA-BC Chapter – Brittany Jenewein:   Yes 
Alaska Chapter – Joel Markis:    Yes 
AZ-NM Chapter – Alton Livingstone:  Yes 
 

 
President Dan Dauwalter, President-Elect Todd Pearsons, Vice-President Dan Brauch, Secretary-Treasurer Travis Rehm,  

Past-President Jackie Watson, Student Representative Emily Chen 

American Fisheries Society 
Western Division 

 



British Columbia • Yukon • Mexico • Alaska • Arizona • California • Colorado • Idaho • Montana • Nevada 
New Mexico • Oregon ● Utah • Washington • Wyoming • Western Pacific islands and trust territories 

Idaho Chapter – Brett High     Abstain 
 
Utah Chapter – George Weekley    No response 
 
The letter was submitted to Governor Kate Brown on 7 March, 2020. 

 
Daniel C. Dauwalter, Ph.D. 
President, Western Division American Fisheries Society 
 
Attachment: Letter to Oregon Governor Kate Brown 
(WDAFS_GovBrownLetter_20200227.docx) 
  



British Columbia • Yukon • Mexico • Alaska • Arizona • California • Colorado • Idaho • Montana • Nevada 
New Mexico • Oregon ● Utah • Washington • Wyoming • Western Pacific islands and trust territories 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
27 February 2020 
 
Kate Brown  
Office of the Governor 
900 Court Street, Suite 254 
Salem, Oregon 97301-4047 
 
Dear Governor Brown: 
 
The Western Division of the American Fisheries Society (WDAFS) represents scientists and 
natural resource managers from the states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming; U.S. 
associated entities in the West Pacific Ocean; and the Province of British Columbia and the 
Yukon Territory in Canada. Our mission is to advance sound science, promote professional 
development and disseminate science-based fisheries information for the global protection, 
conservation and sustainability of fisheries resources and aquatic ecosystems. Our members, 
some 3,000 strong, represent a tremendous array of fisheries experts involved in all aspects of 
the fisheries profession and employed in academia, government agencies, nongovernmental 
organizations, and private consulting.  
 
With respect to your recent recommendation to breach the four Lower Snake River dams, the 
WDAFS agrees that if society-at-large wishes to restore wild Snake River salmon, steelhead, 
Pacific lamprey, and white sturgeon to sustainable and fishable levels, the best-available science 
suggests that a significant portion of the lower Snake River must be returned to a free-flowing 
condition by breaching of the four lower Snake River dams.  We have long supported this stance 
as indicated in the resolution passed unanimously during our 2011 annual meeting (see: 
https://wdafs.org/download/archive/resolutions/2011-Final-WDAFS-Snake-River-
Resolution.pdf).  
 
The WDAFS stands ready to assist with this issue by providing the best-available science on 
sustainability and conservation of Snake River fishery resources as well as with public outreach. 
 
Regards, 
Dan Dauwalter, Ph.D. 
President, WDAFS 
Daniel.Dauwalter@tu.org 

 
President Dan Dauwalter, President-Elect Todd Pearsons, Vice-President Dan Brauch, Secretary-Treasurer Travis Rehm,  

Past-President Jackie Watson, Student Representative Emily Chen 

American Fisheries Society 
Western Division 

 

https://wdafs.org/download/archive/resolutions/2011-Final-WDAFS-Snake-River-Resolution.pdf
https://wdafs.org/download/archive/resolutions/2011-Final-WDAFS-Snake-River-Resolution.pdf
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