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Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee Call: Thursday, March 9, 2023 
Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84238044025?pwd=MW1OdTRvNjFVUDNSM2l3eUdaMVIzZz09 
To call in, dial 1-669-900-6833 then enter Meeting ID: 842 3804 4025 and Passcode: 507354 

Once on the call: *6 – mute or unmute 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, WA/BC, OR, ID, MT, CA/NV, PI, UT, CO/WY, AZ/NM 

 

Notes 
 

Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Laurie Earley, WD President 
• Eric Fetherman, WD President – Elect 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary Treasurer 
• Jack McLaren, WD Student Representative 
• Julie Carter, WD Vice President 
• Chris Hirsch, Oregon AFS Chapter President 
• Eva Bush, CA/NV Chapter President 
• Rob Van Kirk, Idaho AFS Chapter President 
• Megan McPhee, Alaska AFS Chapter President 
• Jeff Fryer, WA/BC AFS Chapter President 
• Dan Turjuillo, AZ/NM AFS Chapter Past-President 
• Ashli Ficke, CO/WY AFS Chapter President 
• Tim Grabowski, Pacific Islands Chapter President 

 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
 A quorum was not present. 
 
Motion: Approve February meeting minutes 
Eric moved to approve the minutes. No one opposed approval of the revised minutes. Motion not passed. Eric 

moved to approve the minutes to with minor revisions. Motion passed.  
 
WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing (Laura) 
Laura reviewed the Treasurer report for February. Laura will add Table 4 and resend the budget report. 

 
President Laurie Earley, President-Elect Eric Fetherman, Vice-President Julie Carter, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  

Past-President Dan Brauch, Student Representative Jack McLaren 
 

American Fisheries Society 
Western Division 
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Jack asked if his unused travel funds could be used for the Student Colloquium  
 

WDAFS Committee Briefings 
Native Fishes Committee – Working to revise bylaws to make committee Standing Committee. 
Financial Sustainability – No update from January meeting. 
Early Career Professionals – Have a continuing education course set for the Boise meeting. Will be doing a 
resume workshop. 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee – No update. 

AFS briefing  
Membership –  
Management Committee – AFS officer travel to Chapter meeting, expectation is that Chapters will cover room 
and registration. Consider using the comped rooms. There remains questions on if the Chapter requests Society 
participation vs. Society chooses to come.  

• AK didn’t find out until last minute that Society is coming and they are planning to cover lodging but 
it’s going to be hard and reduce profits. 

• OR learned of potential Society participation after a meeting spreadsheet was shared and reached out to 
confirm. Be mindful that a comped room still costs the Chapter because comped rooms are typically 
used for students. They are happy to have them attend. Going forward they are going to plan for Society 
participation and they appreciate the value added Society ExCom bring. 

• Laura – Society should let Chapters know at least 6-months in advance.  so they can plan accordingly. 
• AZ/NM – Agrees with timeline and that Chapters should pay if they invite the Society. 
• Ashley – Appreciated Tawni giving the Western Division Meeting 

 
Resource Policy – No update. Putting symposium together for the division meeting. 
Student (Jack) – Colloquium will be the May 6th, 7th, and 8th. Jack has started an Eventbrite registration tool. 
The 8th will be a fun activity for students that aren’t participating in AFS workshop. Eagle Fish Genetics Lab, 
Tour of Nature Center, seminar on Water Rights, two professional development seminars (remote sensing & 
“the game of getting an academic job”). 
Working through logistics of the meeting for lodging and transportation. Lodging will be expensive, 
transportation might be free. Difficult to determine exactly how much funding is needed. To make this free for 
students we will need additional support. Asked Chapters to consider making a donation. If Chapters want to 
donate money, make Check out to Western Division AFS and mail to Laura. 
Latin American Congress Support – Officers voted not to support this but it was not put out to Excom for a 
vote. Julie motioned to provide $500 to support the Congress. Rob seconded.  
Discussion - Patron level of $250 so we don’t have to send $500. Are there other potential commitments? Grand 
Rapids or could move the funds elsewhere. Latin American may be in a position of losing funds. Do we know 
how much help they need to make or break this meeting? We do not know how much money they need. We 
could move the funds to either the Student Colloquium or for the Pacific Islands Student Sub-unit. 
Vote: 7 in favor, motion passes.  

Chapter briefings (roughly 1 minute/chapter) 
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• OR (Chris) – Had a well-attended meetings. Had 116 talk, 17 posters. Dan B. ruled the dance floor. 
Appreciated having the Society participate but the roll out and communication could have been better. 
Transition of officers occur on May 1. They will be reviewing if they have funding remaining to support 
Pacific Island Chapter, Student Colloquium, etc. 

• CA/NV (Eva) – Had a well-attended meeting. 200 people were registered and most were able to arrive.  

• ID (Rob) – Planning the meeting. Have the bylaw changes out for review and will come up for vote. 
Best student paper symposium, ID would like to send three which each student subunit will choose and 
submit. 

Abstract deadline is tomorrow and will be extended a week. Registration is waived. 

• AK (Megan) – Meeting is the last week in March. Have great candidates for VP and student 
representative. The hybrid platform is very expensive and they are considering cancelling it because 
there are only 4 registrants. Will not pursue hybrid meetings next year. Have a large in person meeting. 

• WA/BC (Jeff) – Annual meeting is in 2 weeks, 160 registered so far. Large AV bill came in last minute.  

• CO/WY (Ashli). 230 registrants and 70 were students. Most were in person. Feel they can setup zoom 
meetings instead of using Whoova 

• AZ/NM (Dan) – Planning continuing education courses for next year and getting their newsletter out. 

• Pacific Islands (Tim) – had to leave early 

New or other business 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. February Meeting notes 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:05 PM (MST). 
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WDAFS Officers Meeting (2:10-3:35 PM MST) 
Dan, Laurie, Laura, Eric, and Jack stayed on conference line 

• Boise – Excom meeting is Monday 1-3pm, Business meeting is on Thursday. Officer lunch on Tuesday.  

• Travel Grants – Decision meeting is on Tuesday at 330 MST. Reimbursement checks will be available at the 
business meeting. 

• Awards – 2 large chapters, 3 student subunits and 1 nominee for most categories. No award of merit or 
award of special recognition. 

• CO/WY AFS/WD meeting – Increased from $250 to $750 and a room. AFS is guaranteeing $1,000 for the 
meeting and we are told that we have to use Sean for Division meetings. Ask the Society why there are 
these fees from the Society. 

• What services are provided for the fee? 
o Each meeting takes 40 hours of Sean’s time.  
o Ensures contracts are protecting AFS from unfair charges 

• Student colloquium and activities 

• Logos are being gathered 
 

Adjourn at 3:35 pm MST 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee Call: Thursday, March 9th, 2023 
Start Time: 10:00 am HT / 11:00 am AKT / 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84238044025?pwd=MW1OdTRvNjFVUDNSM2l3eUdaMVIzZz09 
Meeting ID: 842 3804 4025 Passcode: 507354 
One tap mobile: +13602095623,,84238044025#,,,,*507354# US 
 

WDAFS Executive Committee AGENDA (12:00 PM-1:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 12:00 Roll call / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

o  Special Guest introduction 

• 12:03 Approval of February Meeting notes 

• 12:05 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and budget review and balances report (Laura)  

• 12:15 AFS Level Committee briefings (Management Committee, Governing Board, Membership) 

• 12:20 WDAFS Committee briefing-any new updates? (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Dan, 
Financial Sustainability-Laurie/Laura, Native Fishes-Dan, Early Career Professional-Eric, Diversity & 
Inclusion-Eric/Julie, Division Membership-Julie) 

• 12:25 WDAFS Small Grant update – Support outside grant opportunity 

• 12:30 Student Activities update (Jack) 

• 12:40 WDAFS/IDAFS Planning update & WDAFS Symposium 

• 12:45 Chapter briefings (roughly 2 minute/chapter) – What are each chapter’s requirements for ExCom or 
Committee participation? 

• 12:55 New or other business 

• Survey Results – Maybe finally we can discuss!!  

• 1:00   Adjourn 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. February Meeting notes 
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WDAFS Officers Meeting AGENDA (1:00-2:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• Committee representatives and finding replacements  

• Student colloquium and activities 

• Travel Grants 

• Awards 

• Email blast – Any items to include – Travel grant/award nomination deadline 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – February 28 2023 

Account Balances by Month 
 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 
 

 
Note: 12/5/2022: The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD. 

9/30/2022 10/31/2022
Balance Balance

Bank Accounts
MACU CD Maturation December 21 22 10,938.31 10,940.64 10,940.64 0 0 0
MACU CD Maturation October 9 22 10,924.47 0 0 0 0 0
MACU Savings 984.64 1,909.95 1,909.95 12,854.64 12,855.19 1.11
Wells Fargo Checking 27,053.70 24,847.85 18,290.86 17,862.58 61,206.22     59,730.82 
TOTAL Bank Accounts 49,901.12 37,698.44 31,141.45 30,717.22 74,061.41     59,731.93 

Investment Accounts
Charles Schwab - Investments 517,956.79 495,343.02 504,588.59 530,171.64 475,816.86  541,129.93 
WD CDs at Charles Schwab     43,000.00 
CD: Bank of China (Due 10/28/22, 0.9%) 10,000.00                -                  -                   -                     -   
CD: Western Alliance (Due 2/14/23, 3.9%)                 -   0 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00                   -   
CD: AXOS Bank (Due 2/13/23, 2.8%)                 -   10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00                   -   
Funds Transferred for CD Purchase (Transferred 10/24/22)                 -   10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00                   -   
Bank of India - New NY 5% CD 08/09/2023                 -                     -                  -                  -                   -   20,000.00   
Charles Schwab Bank, TX 5% CD 03/05/2024                 -                     -                  -                  -                   -   23,000.00   
TOTAL Investment Accounts 517,956.79 495,343.02 524,588.59 550,171.64 505,816.86  584,129.93 

OVERALL TOTAL 567,857.91 533,041.46 555,730.04 580,088.86 579,878.27  643,861.86 

Account 11/30/22 
Balance

12/31/22 
Balance

1/31/23 
Balances

2/28/23
Balance
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Investment Account 
Table 2 displays the current Unit ownership in the Investments portion of the Charles Schwab account. 
The activity is summarized below. 
 

1. On October 24, 2022, WD transferred $10,000 into the Investment account for the purchase of a 6-
month CD. A CD has not been purchased yet. The CD is not part of the shared investment account. 
No change to the percent ownership was made. 

2. WD AFS had a CD mature at MACU on October 28, 2022 and was reinvested on November 13, 
2022 

3. The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD on November 14, 2022. The 
interest amount and resulting change in WD ownership in Table 2 is under review. 

4. Funds were transferred from MACU on 10/24/22 ($10,000) and on 2/9/23 ($12,854.19), these 
funds along with the AXOS Bank and Western Alliance CDs and associated CD dividends were 
pooled to purchase a 6-month CD for $20,000 and a 12-month CD for $23,000. 

 
Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investments within the Charles Schwab Account  

 
Percent 
Ownership 9/30/2022 
Western Division 42.56% 
AZ/NM Chapter 4.50% 
CO/WY Chapter 13.05% 
Idaho Chapter 9.22% 
Utah Chapter 5.33% 
WA-BC Chapter 8.21% 
CSU Student 
Subunit 0.00% 
Fish Culture Section 16.18% 
Student Travel 
Fund 3.53% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
 
NOTE: On 1/29/2023, deposited a $47,152 check from AFS for: 1) 2020 Dues Rebate, $11,212, 2) 2021 
Dues Rebate, $14,040.00, 3) 2021 Baltimore Proceeds, $1,900, 4) 2022 Spokane Proceeds $20,000. 
  
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions  

  



 
Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY23 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
 
Table 4. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 
 
 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 
 
 

 

Fiscal Year 2023 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. The account balance as of 
11/30/2022 was $2,187.97. No transactions have occurred this fiscal year. 
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