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Agenda for Executive Committee Conference Call on Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Start Time: 8:30 am AK time/ 9:30 am PT / 10:30 am MT 

 

1. Introductions and welcome  

a. Hilda Sexauer (President), Jim Bowker (President Elect), Pam Sponholtz (Past-

President), Jane Sullivan (WDAFS Student Representative), Norm Ponferrada 

(CA-NV), Dan Brauch (CO-WY), Jim Chandler (ID), Mike Gauvin (OR), Brian 

Missildine (WA-BC), and Luke Schultz (WD Native Fish Committee Chair). 

 

2. Determination of quorum 

a. A quorum was established 

 

3. Secretary-Treasurer report (Travis) 

a. Approve February minutes (Travis) 

i. Hilda briefly covered the minutes. No edits were provided.  Brian moved 

to approve the February minutes as revised, Mike seconded the motion, 

and the minutes were approved with no objections.  

b. Finances Update (Travis) 

i. Hilda gave an update on the finances.  Everything is looking good; the 

checking account is currently near 27K.  There is a CD that will be ready 

for renew in June.  If necessary, this CD can be cashed in and deposited in 

the checking account.  Most of the WDAFS travel expenses have been 

submitted.  Overall we have stayed well within the proposed budget.  

 

4. Susitna Dam (Lori Martin, Hilda) 

a. Hilda gave an update on the Susitna Dam project.  Everyone should have received 

the final letter, Dudley’s response, and the Division’s response to Dudley.  To 

date, this was the only negative response.  Hilda provided the website stats that 

Travis sent:     

 Susitna Dam letter (posted March 10) – viewed 494 times 

 Latest Edition of the Newsletter (posted March 1) – viewed 860 times 

 Past Newsletter edition (posted July 3, 3014) – viewed 1,516 times  

b. Jane stated that the students were pleased with WDAFS being involved with 

Alaska issues and for some it was the first time exposed to WDAFS advocacy. 

c. Jim mentioned that WDAFS should work on elevating our advocacy issue to AFS 

level.  Hilda responded that AFS was aware of WDAFS Susitna Dam project and 

it was discussed that it would be a WDAFS issue not AFS.  AFS has taken on 

KSM issue and WDAFS will probably not respond to KSM at this point.  
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However there was some discussion that WDAFS should write a letter supporting 

the AFS letter.  Jim’s concern is as a FWS employee he might not be able to get 

as involved with advocacy and sign letters.   

d. Jane asked for AFS advocacy contacts.  Hilda will send her Bob Hughes and 

Doug Austen’s email address information.  The BC student subunit would like to 

get more involved with KSM and other advocacy issues in their area. 

e. Luke asked where WDAFS will go with this project from this point.  The 

Environmental Concerns committee will review the initial study report and 

comment if the legislation decides to fund the project.  It is unknown if the 

Environmental Concerns committee will comment for the record if the project is 

not funded.  This project is a huge time commitment.  The Alaska Chapter has 

stepped up to find experts that are willing to assisting Environmental Concerns 

committee with review of ISR sections.   

 

5. Chuitna Watershed ISF (Lori Martin, Hilda) – The letter supporting the Chuitna Coalition 

IRF application was sent to the Alaska Natural Resource Department.  The letter was 

only sent to persons listed on the notice.  No discussion. 

 

6. Chapter roundtable 

a. Dan – CO-WY: 

i. No new updates 

b. Mike – OR: 

i. Mike will be moving into Past President position on May 1
st
.  Troy Brandt 

will be moving into Presidency.  Mike stated his appreciation with 

spending time with the EXCOM and looking forward to visiting more in 

Portland.  Oregon has been deep in their legislative session and most 

recently with rewriting the dredge mining paper.  Oregon legislative 

liaison has provided input at the legislative session in the past on this issue 

and is providing testimony again.  The Chapter is rewriting the Hatchery 

vs Wild trout white paper.  AFS2015 will have two symposia on this issue; 

one international and one North America.  Based on what comes out of 

AFS2015, these two maybe combined into one proceeding.  Published 

date is late fall 2015. 

ii. The Chapter Excom is heading to their spring retreat to work on the wild 

vs hatchery white paper, Chapter award application, and other issues.  

Mike asked several questions regarding the AFS Chapter Award and 

WDAFS Chapter Awards.  Hilda will contact Donna Parrish (AFS 

President) and Gary Whelan (Award Chair) for clarification on the AFS 

award.  Hilda mentioned that the Procedure Manual does not have clear 

information available for this award.  One point that is unclear is if the 

award runs for a calendar year or from deadline to deadline.  Another 

point is whether WDAFS submits the Division winner for consideration 

for the AFS Chapter award.   

c. Jim Chandler - ID:  

i. First excom meeting after the annual meeting is tomorrow.  Jim asked if 

WDAFS would be interested in sponsoring the Fishes of Idaho book.  

Hilda mentioned that the approved budget does have available fund for 

assisting with a project like the Fishes of Idaho or the Unwritten Laws of 

Fisheries, but to date we have not developed a procedure for accepting 
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grant assistance for these types of projects.  Jim mentioned they should 

approach the AFS Education Section for sponsorship and to speak with 

Dr. Mike Quist.  Depending on the request amount, it might not need 

membership approval. 

d. Norm – CA-NV 

i. Meeting update:  367 registered, 110 oral presentations, and lots of 

posters.  Two tours and a tidal march restoration.  The Chapter provided 

16 awards to students and AFS members.  Incoming President is Joe Murz 

who is an Adjunct Professor.  Ramona Swenson will be President for 2016 

meeting.  The special guest at the annual meeting was Jim Bowker, 

WDAFS President Elect.   

ii. CA-NV Chapter would like WDAFS to assist them with getting State 

Agency personnel to the 2016 meeting.  CDFW personnel are not allow 

out of state travel.  The Chapter would like WDAFS to write a letter to the 

Director of CDFW stating the importance of AFS to their professional’s 

career and requesting approval for the 2016 meeting.  CA-NV will also 

write a letter to the Director.  Norm will provide WDAFS a draft letter.  

Hilda will send the Chapter information on past WDAFS meeting agendas 

and past meeting budgets to guide them as they develop the 2016 meeting 

in Reno.  Jim mentioned that he will get Shawn involved in case they need 

to find hotel in Truckee for State employees.   

e. Brian – WA-BC: 

i. Brian mentioned they will be looking for the candidates for the following 

positions:   Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, and 2 communication 

officers – newsletter and social media.   

ii. They are discussion the idea of hosting the 2018 meeting.  Brian is 

pushing the Chapter to host the meeting.    

iii. Brian thanked the OR Chapter for the excellent wild vs hatchery trout 

symposium. 

f. Calvin – Utah: 

i. Hilda forgot to give the update for Calvin.   

ii. The Utah Chapter annual meeting was March 24-26th in Moab. They had 

a great meeting. A special thanks to Pam for attending and providing an 

update about the Society and Division during our business meeting. They 

had approximately 95 attendees. The meeting and fundraising events were 

a success and very profitable. The Chapter will be able to make a 

significant contribution to the Western Division endowment fund this 

year. 

 

7. Update Professional travel grants and other travel grants for AFS2015 (Travis, Hilda, 

Jane) 

a. International travel grant:  Closed April 1
st
.  Hilda, Bob Hughes and Cleve 

reviewed the application and will have a final decision soon. 

b. Chapter challenge travel grant:  WDAFS needs to get the application completed 

and the request for application out soon.  Most chapters except for MX have 

mentioned an interest in participating in the challenge.  Since we did not discuss 

this challenge prior to most chapters finalizing their budgets, all Chapters will get 

a $500 grant from WDAFS to send on professional to AFS2105.  The selection 
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process will be a joint effort between the Chapters and WDAFS, leaning heavily 

on the Chapter’s preferred candidate.   

c. Student travel grant: 11 applications to date.  Jane asked who should be on this 

committee.  Hilda recommended that she review the applicants first and prioritize 

them.  The EXCOM will review her priority list and provide any additional input. 

 

8. Update on 2015 AFS/WDAFS/ORAFS meeting in Portland (Jim/Mike/Hilda) –  

a. Jim provided the update.  103 symposia, 30 – 33 concurrent sessions, 3,600 or 

more attendees anticipated.  The program committee is reviewing the abstracts for 

each symposium now and discussing each symposium with their organizer.   

b. Planning meeting in Portland at the end of the month to finalize the program grid.  

It is a huge task to figure out room assignments for this many concurrent sessions.    

c. Doubletree is full and probably most are filling up fast.  The Doubletree is close 

to the conference but the Hilton is closer to the social events and evening 

activities (dining areas).   Great public transportation is available.  Staying at the 

Hilton may decrease the amount of evening/night travel on public transportation. 

d. Jim mentioned the need to have a better way of passing on lessons learned and 

experiences from past meeting.  Learning how to use Convex etc. has been time 

consuming.  Every meeting should be not have to recreate everything.   

e. Jim mentioned the need for moderators for the contributed sessions.  By the end 

of April the committee will have a good idea of the number of moderators needed. 

The Program Committee is trying to decrease the number of contributed paper 

sessions by forcing contributed papers into existing symposia.  Jim stressed the 

importance of having moderator monitoring meetings.  Moderators need to 

announce their speakers name, agency, title and responsible for keeping everyone 

on time.  If dead time, we need to get the moderators interested in keeping a 

conversation going. 

f. Peter Gailbreth hit Mike up for moderators for sessions. The volunteer committee 

needs to organized how many volunteers needed and for what tasks.   Brian 

mentioned that WA-BC members have asked about volunteer opportunities and 

he would like to get that information out to his chapter members.  Jim will pass it 

on to Dave Ward.  Jane and Luke would also like to have the volunteer 

information so they can start recruiting.        

g. Students and retirees can get paid for volunteer time.   

h. A complimentary booth will be available for the Division and Cal-Neva 2016 

meeting!  Need to get folks available to run the booth.   

 

9. Update on 2016 WDAFS/CalNeva meeting in Reno (Jim/Cleve/Norm)- 

a. Jim attended the CA-NV meeting and was impressed with the organization of the 

past meeting and they are doing a great job with organizing the 2016 meeting.  At 

the meeting he was able to put in a plug for the meeting in 2016.  Jane will be the 

student volunteer for the 2106 meeting.  Sarah Gilbert Fox will help develop the 

2016 website.  Ichs and Herps meeting is July 15 – 19, 2015 and the 2016 

planning committee is organizing their site visit during this time.  Jim mentioned 

getting the Desert fish Council to put together a symposium for this meeting.   

 

10. Update and approval for WDAFS2017 – Montana Chapter (Tracy, Hilda) 

a. Hilda provided a brief update letting everyone know that the first 2017 planning 

meeting was scheduled for April 20
th

.  Tracy is moving to Wyoming in June for a 
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job.  Her continued involvement with the 2017 meeting will need to be discussed 

during the planning call. 

11. Officer/Student rep update(Jane Sullivan) 

a. Jane provided a recap on student travel reward.  She needs to know who to work 

with for finalizing the student travel applications.  She will be off May 9 – 19 and 

would like to get the selection completed prior to leaving for vacation.  This 

would be most beneficial to the students also.   

b. She received 15 responses of student metrics.  The summary of these metrics can 

be found in the Google drive folder, WDAFS Midyear meeting.   

c. Jane asked when presenters will know if their abstract has been accepted.  

Everyone in a symposium should have heard from the symposium organizers.  

Those in the contributed paper session should have or will shortly hear from Peter 

Gailbreth.  To Jim’s knowledge, no abstract was turned down.   

d. The date for the meetings the WDAFS student representative needs to be present 

for sure include:  Sunday August 16
th

 – Excom Meeting and Tuesday August18th 

Business Luncheon.   

e. Final comment from Jane for the CA-NV chapter: let me know how to start 

getting involved with the 2016 meeting planning.   

 

12. Awards Update (Pam Sponholtz) 

a. No update 

 

13. New or other business: 

a. Jim – emerging leadership experience is good for anyone that has been a chapter 

officer and might be interested in being a WDAFS officer or more.  Jim would 

like to get the names of people that have been interested in this program or any 

suggestions from EXCOM. 

 

14. Next Meeting – May 21, 2015 – The meeting adjourned at 12:08 MDT 

  

 


