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Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee Call: Thursday, April 13, 2023 
Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84238044025?pwd=MW1OdTRvNjFVUDNSM2l3eUdaMVIzZz09 
To call in, dial 1-669-900-6833 then enter Meeting ID: 842 3804 4025 and Passcode: 507354 

Once on the call: *6 – mute or unmute 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, WA/BC, OR, ID, MT, CA/NV, PI, UT, CO/WY, AZ/NM 

 

Notes 
 

Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Laurie Earley, WD President 
• Dan Brauch, WD Past President 
• Eric Fetherman, WD President – Elect 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary Treasurer 
• Jack McLaren, WD Student Representative 
• Julie Carter, WD Vice President 
• Dave Stagliano, MT President 
• Eric Shoen, AK Chapter President 
• Steve Gale, CO/WY AFS Vice President 
• Ashli Ficke, CO/WY AFS Chapter President 
• Rob Van Kirk, Idaho AFS Chapter President 
• Jeff Fryer, WA/BC AFS Chapter President 
• Tim Grabowski, Pacific Islands Chapter President 
• Chris Hirsch, Oregon AFS Chapter President 
• Eva Bush, CA/NV Chapter President 
• Dan Trujillo, AZ/NM Chapter President 

 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
 A quorum was not present. 
 
Motion: Approve March meeting minutes 

 
President Laurie Earley, President-Elect Eric Fetherman, Vice-President Julie Carter, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  

Past-President Dan Brauch, Student Representative Jack McLaren 
 

American Fisheries Society 
Western Division 
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Chris Hirsch submitted edits which will be incorporated. Rob Van Kirk has edits he will send. Rob moved to 
approve the minutes, Dan Brauch seconded. No one opposed approval of the revised minutes. Motion not 
passed. Eric moved to approve the minutes to with minor revisions. Motion passed.  

 
WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing (Laura) 
Laura reviewed the Treasurer report for March.  
Student Colloquium - Jack has funds to support $100 for travel for the first 10 student. Jack is looking for funds 
for the Student Colloquium. OR may have $500 to contribute. CO/WY may have $500. Donations should go to 
Western Division AFS and will be returned to the Chapter if the funds are unused. 

WDAFS Committee Briefings 
Nominations – WD received nominations for great candidates. Awards will be announced at the meeting in May 
Native Fishes Committee – Met with SCCS and outlined expectations for SCCS to integrate into the Native 
Fishes Committee. The vote is out for making the Native Fishes committee a standing committee. 
Financial Sustainability – No updates.  
Early Career Professionals – Have a continuing education course set for the Boise meeting. Will be doing a 
resume review workshop. 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee – No award nominations were received for the $1,000 Travel Grant, 
considering a change in name.   

AFS briefing  
Membership – Discussed messaging at the Division level to encourage membership. 
Management Committee – Updates on Financial Status of the Society was given at the meeting. Chapter 
meeting updates were provided.  
There have been changes to meeting management agreement and there was an increase in fees from $250 to 
$1,000. The fee increase was not communicated. WD will cover the agreement fee for CO/WY.  
Nominating Committee – Meeting next week to review awards 
Resource Policy – No update. Putting symposium together for the division meeting. 
Diversity and Inclusion – No award nominations were received for the $1,000 Travel Grant, considering a 
change in name.   

WD Meeting Update 
Difficulty in meeting room block requirements. May need to adjust room blocks in the future. 

Budget Revisions 

• Support Hawai’i subunit – Proposal for small project grants to help support the student subunit. Request 
was for multiple years to cover student membership. Maybe students can be sponsored by professionals. 
Included registration for 20 students, advisory fees and money for travel. 

o Laura stated that it’s a slippery slope to support a student subunit in Hawaii and we don’t provide 
that in other places. 

o Chris feels it’s worthwhile and Hawaii doesn’t have an established chapter to support them. OR 
gives funding each year. 

o Jack things it’s a good idea however if there’s a lower startup cost then maybe that can be done 
but the Colloquium also is competing for funds 
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o Eva – CA gives each subunit $500 per year. When a unit is started more funding was given to get 
them up and going.  

o Tim – Thought the students would request funding to help with travel between Islands.  
o CO/WY provides annual support to the students. 
o ID does not provide annual budget to students but support them to attend their meetings 
o Laurie ask the Excom to talk about this within the Chapters and we’ll revisit this again at a future 

meeting 
• Thank you gifts for Travis & Tracy – Both have been active and engaged for over 10 years. Eric 

motioned to use Miscelleous Funds for gifts for Tracy & Travis. Julie Carter seconded. Motion passed  

Chapter briefings (roughly 1 minute/chapter) 

• ID (Rob) – Planning the meeting. Laurie will give WD update at ID business meeting 

• WA/BC (Jeff) – Successful meeting, over 200 attendees, 150 presentations, sold out hotel block. 

• OR (Chris) – Spring retreat coming up next weekend. Have a new chair for DEI committee.  

Abstract deadline is tomorrow and will be extended a week. Registration is waived. 

• AK (Megan) – Had a successful meeting. 95% of people were in person and they may not do Hybrid in 
the future. Had a successful DEI event and a Racial Equity Event 

• CA/NV (Eva) – Sent out a survey to get new people involved in committee. Mid-year retreat is next 
weekend and they will consider sending money to the Student Colloquium. 

• MT (Dave) – Had their meeting two months ago and were successful in fundraising. Are tracking bills 
in the legislature and did support some bills as a Chapter 

• AZ/NM (Dan) – Planning an age and growth workshop. Membership committee is reviewing their data.  

• Pacific Islands (Tim) – Two student subunits are getting organized. A 

• CO/WY (Ashli). Did any money on their annual meeting even with high venue costs. They are 
eliminating the hybrid software in their next meeting. 

New or other business 

• WD Excom meeting will be in Room 140 on Tuesday (May 9th) for Lunch.  

Attachments: 
1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. March Meeting notes 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:08 PM (MST). 
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WDAFS Officers Meeting (2:10-3:35 PM MST) 
Dan, Laurie, Laura, Eric, and Jack stayed on conference line 

• Federal employees have difficulty accepting awards.  
o Laurie will register the federal award recipient   

• Student colloquium – Members will receive support to attend. Non-members would be responsible for their 
travel and expenses. 

• Julie will do the checks at the meeting. Laura will send her the checks. 
• $500 travel awards, maybe for 8 

• Boise Preparations – Consider lowering room block forecast for future planning meetings 

• Elections  
• Updates 
• Next steps for Bylaw Revisions 

Adjourn at 2:50 pm MST 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee Call: Thursday, April 13th, 2023 
Start Time: 10:00 am HT / 11:00 am AKT / 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84238044025?pwd=MW1OdTRvNjFVUDNSM2l3eUdaMVIzZz09 
Meeting ID: 842 3804 4025 Passcode: 507354 
One tap mobile: +13602095623,,84238044025#,,,,*507354# US 
 

WDAFS Executive Committee AGENDA (12:00 PM-1:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 12:00 Roll call / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 12:03 Approval of March Meeting notes 

• 12:05 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and budget review and balances report (Laura)  

• 12:15 AFS Level Committee briefings (Management Committee, Governing Board, Membership) 

• 12:20 WDAFS Committee briefing-any new updates? (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Dan, 
Financial Sustainability-Laurie/Laura, Native Fishes-Dan, Early Career Professional-Eric, Diversity & 
Inclusion-Eric/Julie, Division Membership-Julie) 

• 12:25 Budget Revisions 
• Support Hawai’i subunit 
• Add additional funds for Thank You gifts – Travis and Tracy  

• 12:30 Student Activities update (Jack) 

• 12:40 WDAFS/IDAFS Planning update & WDAFS Symposium 

• 12:45 Chapter briefings (roughly 2 minute/chapter) – What are each chapter’s requirements for ExCom or 
Committee participation? 

• 12:55 New or other business 

• Survey Results – Maybe finally we can discuss!!  

• 1:00   Adjourn 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. March Meeting notes 

  

 
President Laurie Earley, President-Elect Eric Fetherman, Vice-President Julie Carter, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  

Past-President Dan Brauch, Student Representative Jack McLaren 

Western Division       
American Fisheries Society 
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WDAFS Officers Meeting AGENDA (1:00-2:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• Award recipient & travel 
• What about Feds? 

• Student colloquium – Discuss who should receive funding support? 

• Boise Preparations 

• Elections  

• Updates 
• Next steps for Bylaw Revisions 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – March 31 2023 

Account Balances by Month 
 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 
 

 
Note: 12/5/2022: The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD. 

Account
9/30/2022
Balance

10/31/2022
Balance

11/30/2022
Balance

12/31/2022
Balance

1/31/2023
Balance

2/28/2023
Balance

3/31/2023
Balance

Bank Accounts
MACU CD Maturation December 21 22 10,938.31$   10,940.64$   10,940.64$   -$               -$               -$               -$               
MACU CD Maturation October 9 22 10,924.47$   -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               
MACU Savings 984.64$         1,909.95$      1,910.03$      12,854.64$   12,855.19$   1.11$             1.11$             
Wells Fargo Checking 27,803.70$   25,597.85$   19,040.86$   17,862.58$   61,206.22$   59,730.82$   51,512.21$   
TOTAL Bank Accounts 50,651.12$   38,448.44$   31,891.53$   30,717.22$   74,061.41$   59,731.93$   51,513.32$   

Investment Accounts
Charles Schwab - Investments 507,956.79$ 475,343.02$ 494,588.59$ 520,171.64$ 475,816.86$ 541,129.93$ 552,264.02$ 
CDs at Charles Schwab
CD: Bank of China (Due 10/28/22, 0.9% 10,000.00$   -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               
CD: Western Alliance (Due 2/14/23, 3.9% -$               -$               10,000.00$   10,000.00$   10,000.00$   -$               -$               
CD: AXOS Bank (Due 2/13/23, 2.8%) -$               10,000.00$   10,000.00$   10,000.00$   10,000.00$   -$               -$               
Funds Transferred for CD Purchase (Tra  -$               10,000.00$   10,000.00$   10,000.00$   10,000.00$   -$               -$               
Bank of India - New NY 5% CD (Due 08/ -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               20,000.00$   20,000.00$   
Charles Schwab Bank, TX 5% CD (Due 03 -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               23,000.00$   23,000.00$   
TOTAL Investment Accounts 517,956.79$ 495,343.02$ 524,588.59$ 550,171.64$ 505,816.86$ 584,129.93$ 595,264.02$ 

OVERALL TOTAL 568,607.91$ 533,791.46$ 556,480.12$ 580,888.86$ 579,878.27$ 643,861.86$ 646,777.34$ 

 
President Laurie Earley, President-Elect Eric Fetherman, Vice-President Julie Carter, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  

Past-President Dan Brauch, Student Representative Jack McLaren 

American Fisheries Society 
Western Division 

  
 



Investment Account 
Table 2 displays the current Unit ownership in the Investments portion of the Charles Schwab account. 
The activity is summarized below. 
 

1. On October 24, 2022, WD transferred $10,000 into the Investment account for the purchase of a 6-
month CD. A CD has not been purchased yet. The CD is not part of the shared investment account. 
No change to the percent ownership was made. 

2. WD AFS had a CD mature at MACU on October 28, 2022 and was reinvested on November 13, 
2022 

3. The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD on November 14, 2022. The 
interest amount and resulting change in WD ownership in Table 2 is under review. 

4. Funds were transferred from MACU on 10/24/22 ($10,000) and on 2/9/23 ($12,854.19), these 
funds along with the AXOS Bank and Western Alliance CDs and associated CD dividends were 
pooled to purchase a 6-month CD for $20,000 and a 12-month CD for $23,000. 

 
Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investments within the Charles Schwab Account  

 
Percent 
Ownership 9/30/2022 
Western Division 42.56% 
AZ/NM Chapter 4.50% 
CO/WY Chapter 13.05% 
Idaho Chapter 9.22% 
Utah Chapter 5.33% 
WA-BC Chapter 8.21% 
CSU Student 
Subunit 0.00% 
Fish Culture Section 16.18% 
Student Travel 
Fund 3.53% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
 
NOTE: On 1/29/2023, deposited a $47,152 check from AFS for: 1) 2020 Dues Rebate, $11,212, 2) 2021 
Dues Rebate, $14,040.00, 3) 2021 Baltimore Proceeds, $1,900, 4) 2022 Spokane Proceeds $20,000. 
  
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions  
 

  



 
Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY23 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
 
Table 4. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 
 

 
 
 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 
 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 
 

 



Fiscal Year 2023 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. The account balance as of 
11/30/2022 was $2,187.97. No transactions have occurred this fiscal year. 
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