
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Executive Committee Call: Monday April 15, 2024 

Start Time: 9:00 am HT / 11:00 am AKT / 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 
Meeting Link: https://meet.google.com/exq-gqfr-qbx (or enter through calendar invite) 
Phone: 3637664-541(US) +1  PIN: 555 836 603#  
 

 
Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Laurie Earley, WD Past President 
• Eric Fetherman, WD President 
• Julie Carter, WD President-Elect 
• Tim Copeland, WD Vice President 
• Meredith Journey, WD Student Rep 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary-Treasurer 
• Chris Penne, UT AFS Chapter President 
• Miranda Bell Tilcock, CA/NV AFS Chapter President 
• Janine Bryan, WA/BC AFS Chapter President 
• Steve Gale, CO/WY AFS Chapter President 
• Stev Vigil, CO/WY AFS Chapter President elect 
• Tim Grabowski, Pacific Islands AFS Chapter President 
• Kevin Myer, ID AFS President 
• Donnie Arthur, AK Chapter President 
• Michelle McGree, MT Chapter President elect 
• Zach Beard, AZ/NM AFS Chapter President 

 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
A quorum was present. 
 
Motion: Approve March Excom meeting minutes 
Tim Copeland moved, Steve Gale seconded. March notes were unanimously approved.  
 
WDAFS Treasurers Report  
Laura presented the March treasurer report. And provided a summary from the financial sustainability first 

quarter meeting. Working on paperwork to transfer funds from investments. Adding table to document 
interest on the CDs. Met with Troy to review quarterly report. Good rate of return but lower than S&P 500. 
Taxes sent to accountant but having to double check their work. 

 
 

President Eric Fetherman, President-Elect Julie Carter, Vice-President Tim Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Laurie Earley, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 

https://meet.google.com/exq-gqfr-qbx


 
AFS Level Committees 
AFS Management Committee & Governing Board– No meeting since last call 
 
Membership Committee – Special meeting last week to discuss journal publishing contract bids- moving 

forward. No report from Membership. 
 
RPECC – Upcoming meeting in May. 
 
WDAFS Committees 
Native Fishes – No report 
RPECC – No update 
 
Early Career Professionals – ECP planning CV review at Honolulu, social planned concurrent with Alphabet 
social. 
 
Diversity and Inclusion – Met on March 27- resources to share among chapters for their DEI work, items about 

work plan. 
 
Division Membership Committee – No update 
 
Student Activities 
● Colloquium dates final. Sending reminder later this week, especially for travel assistance. 9 registered for 

event but others expected.  
 
Chapter Updates 

• AK – AK – Dony Arthur- Just finished their annual meeting, in the smallest town they’ve ever hosted a 
meeting in. Gave out $7,000 in student awards.  

• AZ/NM – Zack – Hosting a backpack electrofishing training at the end of the month with 16 registrants. 
Rolling out the student sustainability fund – offering $500 per year with certain reporting requirements. 
Looking for the 2026 meeting venue. 

• CA/NV – Completed the meeting last week with fun activities for engagement. Crafting a letter to the 
governor to talk about how important attendance at state meetings is. Will be reaching out to other Societies 
for support. 

• CO/WY – Student travel was not in the budget to support someone to Best of the West, it will be in the 
budget for next year. Working with CSU student subunit to address taxes. Stev – working on the 2025 
meeting planning 

• ID- Upcoming meeting in two weeks. 
• MT – Michelle McGree – Annual meeting went well. They will increase communication on when and 

where the meeting will be. DEI accessibility – childcare options, non-alcoholic options for socials. Meeting 
will be in Bozeman before Valentine’s day. 

• Pacific Islands – Tim – Working on the Honolulu meeting. Several sessions have attached members from 
throughout the Pacific. Those members are having a difficult time raising funds to pay for a one-day 
registration. The Chapter is trying to leverage support for their attendance if they join the Chapter. 

• UT – Chris – Planning continuing education, switching officers in August 
• WA/BC – Janine – Upcoming meeting. 180 presentations and 20 posters. Over 400 people have registered. 

Firming up plans for the 2025 meeting and engaging more engagement from the BC community. 
 
New or Other Business 



• Upcoming deadlines for WDAFS awards nominations (May 15) 
• Dissenting opinions in policy statements (submitted by Sean Simmons and Todd Pearsons) 

o Proposal that AFS present a minority view (see guidance doc) for WD support & presentation to GB. 
Options for us- not support, support, abstain. Laurie- ask RPECC to weigh in first? Chris- would this 
weaken advocacy? Janine- WABC had to abstain from Snake River debate, minority report would 
enable them to represent. Kevin- minority report would weaken a policy statement. Check with other 
divisions first. Eric- no other examples from natural resource societies using this approach. Laurie- send 
this to AFS RPECC (Leeann Roulson chair) too. See if this discussion happened before. Eric-work with 
Laurie to send to WD & AFS RPECCs for their input. Ask about whether this would weaken a position. 

• WDAFS Best of the Western Division Symposium abstract submission 
• Abstracts will close end of April. Each chapter selects a student presenter. Idaho/WABC meeting is later 

and add then. Also Pacific Islands should pick a representative- 2 symposia to choose from. 
• Thank you to those who served on the Excom for the past year, and welcome to new folks! 
• Laurie- Native Peoples support in progress for Honolulu mtg. Support for indigenous speakers, students, & 

attendees, service projects, etc. Looking for donations from Chapters to do this (natives or students or both). 
Any amount helps. Building AFS Community Opportunities Fund 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2:05 MST 
 
Next meeting May 20th at 1pm MST 
 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. March meeting notes 
3. Dissenting opinions in policy statements   

https://secure.fisheries.org/MemberResponsive/Donations/Building%20AFS%20Community%20Opportunities%20Fund.aspx?WebsiteKey=52863560-9856-4519-9679-0423d43512c6


Officers Call 
 
Eric, Laurie, Tim, Julie, Meredith, and Laura 

 

• Small grant applications discussion and selection – Meredith, Laurie, Eric reviewed and ranked. Laurie 
will summarize and send out then the group will meet Thursday – 2pm MT. 

• Student colloquium member versus non-member rates or open to all? Student colloquium for graduate 
students. Meredith would encourage non-members to seek sponsorship for membership. OR, CA/NV, 
CO/WY have expressed interest. OR, CO/WY have requested $4-600 in support. Meredith will reach 
out to Chapters for support if need be. Funding for travel will close soon. The opportunity will be open 
for a longer period. 

• Travel Grant Scoring Discussion – Applications scored by May Excom Meeting – 
o  Over 100 applications. 70 students. Send ECPs to Tawni. 
o Tons of students. Check the membership list – ask Kelly for a current list, midnight PT today. 
o What amount would we award?  
o Could let folks know about other funding options.  
o Can you add a preference for level of education 
o Rank higher for past/current involvement 
o Don’t go below registration costs. $390/students and $650/members 
o May 15 call to discuss everyone accept students. May 8th for student ranking. 

• Further discussion or next steps for dissenting opinions in policy statements 

• AFS and WDAFS officer voting open – 114 votes so far 

• Chapter travel reports/updates 
o Reimbursement and receipts  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America and the Pacific Islands 
 

Executive Committee Call: Monday, April 15, 2024 
Start Time: 9:00 am HT / 11:00 am AKT / 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 

Meeting Link: https://meet.google.com/exq-gqfr-qbx (or enter through calendar invite) 
Phone: 3637664-541(US) +1  PIN: 555 836 603#  
 

WDAFS Executive Committee AGENDA (1:00 PM-2:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 1:00 Roll call / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 1:05 Approval of March ExCom Meeting notes  

• 1:07 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and budget review and balances report (Laura) 

• 1:15 AFS Level committee briefings (Management Committee, Governing Board, Membership) 

• 1:20 WDAFS committee briefings (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Laurie, Native Fishes-
Laurie, Early Career Professional-Julie, Diversity & Inclusion-Julie/Tim, Division Membership-Tim) 

• 1:25 Student Activities update (Meredith) 

• 1:30 Chapter briefings (roughly 2 minute/chapter)  

• 1:50 Old Business 

- Website updates and newsletter links (from chapter website) to Eric/Dan Brauch 
- Upcoming deadlines for WDAFS travel grants (April 15), AFS officer voting (April 26), 

WDAFS officer voting (May 10), and awards nominations (May 15) 

• 1:52 New or other business 
- Dissenting opinions in policy statements (submitted by Sean Simmons and Todd Pearsons) 
- WDAFS Best of the Western Division Symposium abstract submission 
- Thank you to those who served on the Excom for the past year, and welcome to new folks! 

• 2:00   Adjourn 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. March meeting notes 
3. Dissenting opinions in policy statements  

 
 

President Eric Fetherman, President-Elect Julie Carter, Vice-President Tim Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Laurie Earley, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

https://meet.google.com/exq-gqfr-qbx


 
 

WDAFS Officers Meeting AGENDA (2:00-3:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

 

• Small grant applications discussion and selection 

• Student colloquium member versus non-member rates or open to all? 

• Travel Grant Scoring Discussion – Applications scored by May Excom Meeting 

• Further discussion or next steps for dissenting opinions in policy statements 

• AFS and WDAFS officer voting open 

• Chapter travel reports/updates 
- Reimbursement and receipts  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – March 31, 2024 

Account Balances by Month 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 
 

  

Account
9/30/2023
Balance

10/31/2023
Balance

11/30/2023 
Balance

12/31/2023  
Balance

01/31/2024  
Balance

02/29/2024  
Balance

03/31/2024  
Balance

Bank Accounts
Wells Fargo Checking 72,571.39$    65,429.94$    61,783.82$    61,125.62$    31,988.52$    20,381.72$    12,386.67$    
TOTAL Bank Accounts 72,571.39$    65,429.94$    61,783.82$    61,125.62$    31,988.52$    20,381.72$    12,386.67$    

Investment Accounts
Charles Schwab - Investments 563,818.77$ 540,160.44$ 600,496.38$ 635,636.31$ 662,838.77$ 697,497.01$ 722,106.92$ 

CDs at Charles Schwab
CD: BankProV-5.24% (Due 02/20/24) 20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    -$                -$                
CD: Open Bank-5.2% (Due 08/27/24) 20,000.00$    20,000.00$    
CD: Charles Schwab Bank, TX 5% (Due 03/05/24) 23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    -$                
CD: Bank of China, 5.25% (Due 10/15/24) 23,000.00$    
TOTAL Investment Accounts 606,818.77$ 583,160.44$ 643,496.38$ 678,636.31$ 705,838.77$ 740,497.01$ 765,106.92$ 

OVERALL TOTAL 679,390.16$ 648,590.38$ 705,280.20$ 739,761.93$ 737,827.29$ 760,878.73$ 777,493.59$ 

Certificate of deposit interest 2023-2024 2,513.31$      
12/5/22 Bank of China 45.12$            
2/14/23 Axos Bank 142.68$          
2/14/23 Western Alliance 196.60$          
8/9/23 Bank of India 443.84$          
02/20/24 BankPro CD 535.07$          
03/05/24 Charles Schwab Bank CD 1,150.00$      
Note that these values need to be included in WD percent ownership

 
 

President Eric Fetherman, President-Elect Julie Carter, Vice-President Tim Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
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Investment Account 
Table 2 displays the current Unit ownership in the Investments portion of the Charles Schwab account. 
The activity is summarized below. 

• On 01/11/2024, Western Division transferred $30,000 from their Wells Fargo Checking account 
to the investment account. Percent ownerships were recalculated. 

Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investments within the Charles Schwab Account  

 
  

9/30/2023 10/31/2023 11/30/2023 12/31/2023 1/10/2024 1/11/2024 1/31/2024
Account Value 583,818.77$ 540,160.44$ 600,496.38$ 635,636.31$ 662,838.77$ 692,838.77$     705,838.77$ 
Western Division 248,449.68$ 229,870.46$ 255,547.00$ 270,501.13$ 282,077.40$ 312,077.40$     317,933.03$ 
Western Division Student Travel Fund 20,599.02$    19,058.62$    21,187.46$    22,427.31$    23,387.11$    23,387.11$       23,825.93$    
AZ-NM Chapter 26,266.18$    24,301.98$    27,016.51$    28,597.47$    29,821.31$    29,821.31$       30,380.86$    
CO-WY Chapter 76,171.92$    70,475.74$    78,347.88$    82,932.65$    86,481.81$    86,481.81$       88,104.50$    
Idaho Chapter 53,815.13$    49,790.80$    55,352.43$    58,591.55$    61,099.02$    61,099.02$       62,245.44$    
Utah Chapter 31,137.51$    28,809.03$    32,027.00$    33,901.16$    35,351.98$    35,351.98$       36,015.30$    
WA-BC Chapter 47,951.05$    44,365.24$    49,320.84$    52,207.00$    54,441.23$    54,441.23$       55,462.74$    
Fish Culture Section 94,436.08$    87,374.09$    97,133.78$    102,817.87$ 107,218.02$ 107,218.02$     109,229.80$ 

Percent Ownership 9/30/2023 10/31/2023 11/30/2023 12/31/2023 1/10/2024 1/11/2024 1/31/2024
Western Division 42.56% 42.56% 42.56% 42.56% 42.56% 45.04% 45.04%
Western Division Student Travel Fund 3.53% 3.53% 3.53% 3.53% 3.53% 3.38% 3.38%
AZ/NM Chapter 4.50% 4.50% 4.50% 4.50% 4.50% 4.30% 4.30%
CO/WY Chapter 13.05% 13.05% 13.05% 13.05% 13.05% 12.48% 12.48%
Idaho Chapter 9.22% 9.22% 9.22% 9.22% 9.22% 8.82% 8.82%
Utah Chapter 5.33% 5.33% 5.33% 5.33% 5.33% 5.10% 5.10%
WA-BC Chapter 8.21% 8.21% 8.21% 8.21% 8.21% 7.86% 7.86%
Fish Culture Section 16.18% 16.18% 16.18% 16.18% 16.18% 15.48% 15.48%



Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
 
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions 

 
  



Table 3 continued. Checking Account Transactions 

 

 
  



Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY24 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
  

Table 4. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 
 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 
 

Fiscal Year 2024 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. The account balance had a 
beginning balance of $1,947.97. On 3/26/23, $120 was paid to Zotero for their annual database fee. The 
current balance is $1,827.97. 

Fiscal Year 2024 Pacific Islands Chapter 
WDAFS held $8,000 on behalf of Pacific Islands Chapter and $500 on behalf of the Pacific Islands Student 
Sub-unit in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. Note that the funds for the student sub-unit cannot be 
used for membership fees. These funds were paid to the Chapter on 02/14/2024. 
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Communicating Dissenting Views on AFS Position Statements  

DRAFT — April 4, 2024  

Submitted by Sean Simmons, President-Elect WA/BC AFS  

and Todd Pearsons, former President of WDAFS 

AFS policy advocacy or organizational position statements often do not reflect the 

diversity in member values that are inherent within policies or the scientific uncertainty 

that informs policies.  Speaking with one voice can be a powerful way of showing 

support for a particular action.  However, the approach underrepresents the variation of 

values and valid scientific interpretations held by members within AFS.  

AFS is a large organization that represents professionals with diverse worldviews, 

opinions, and values.  As such, it is difficult to represent the diversity of voices within a 

single advocacy statement without alienating or misrepresenting some fisheries 

professionals.  In addition, the scientific enterprise is filled with uncertainty that can 

result in legitimate alternative interpretations or hypotheses, particularly when it involves 

complex problems. Not including these alternatives in policy statements risks 

misrepresenting the voices of the entire community of fisheries professionals affected 

by an issue.  

To address this risk, we recommend that AFS include the opportunity for a dissenting 

opinion, also called a minority opinion, alongside any advocacy positions it takes. Other 

organizations have adopted this approach, such as the Supreme Court and the National 

Institute of Health, and it serves as a check against tendencies that prefer certainty and 

consensus over competing hypotheses, interpretations, and positions (Dang, 2023). To 

protect the “Society’s reputation as the most reliable source of scientific information on 

aquatic resources” as well as represent minority positions and interpretations, we 

recommend that AFS:  

1. Provide an opportunity for minority or dissenting voices to be considered and 

represented; 

2. Evaluate the merit of the minority opinions or hypotheses (e.g., are they science 

based?) and consider inclusion, if warranted; and 
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3. Distinguish the differences between majority and minority opinions, values, and 

science if and when included in policy statements. 

Reference 

Dang, H.  2023.  Minority Reports: Registering Dissent in Science.  Philosophy of 

Science.  DOI: 10.1017/psa.2023.164.  
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1044&context=philfacp
ub 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1044%26context%3Dphilfacpub&data=05%7C02%7CTpearso%40gcpud.org%7C0cb2779a00f644c3bbab08dc53f47a69%7C023cc3f109884757846f493f0d084a7d%7C0%7C0%7C638477559070608922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fjsNX346nLJblZkrC560zukZtj7vNbOvLBfCoyeKQww%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.unomaha.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1044%26context%3Dphilfacpub&data=05%7C02%7CTpearso%40gcpud.org%7C0cb2779a00f644c3bbab08dc53f47a69%7C023cc3f109884757846f493f0d084a7d%7C0%7C0%7C638477559070608922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fjsNX346nLJblZkrC560zukZtj7vNbOvLBfCoyeKQww%3D&reserved=0
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