American Fisheries Society
Western Division

President Tina Swanson, President-elect Pam Sponholtz, Vice-president Hilda Sexauer, Secretary-Treasurer Mary Buckman, Past-president Dave Ward

Western Division American Fisheries Society
Executive Committee Conference Call
May 16, 2013

Attendance: Tina Swanson (President), Pam Sponholtz (President Elect), Hilda Sexauer (Vice
President), Mary Buckman (Secretary/Treasurer), Dave Ward (Past President), Kevin McDonell
(OR VP), Tracy Wendt (Student Representative), Travis Horton (Montana), Mark Wipfli (AK)

A quorum was not present.

Minutes: Approval of minutes was deferred until a quorum was present. Buckman noted a
couple corrections and all were asked to send corrections to the Secretary.

Financial Report: Treasurer Buckman presented the current financial status. The Wells Fargo
checking account is down, with some expense claims outstanding but no large bills in the next
few months. Money was transferred from the GEF for student travel ($4300). So far we used
about $2800 of that amount. We approved $5,873.25 for the small grants but that has not been
transferred to the checking account yet. We anticipate the membership rebate relatively soon
and also the outcome of the Boise meeting. The GEF is on a good run. She identified a mistake
in the spreadsheet distributed regarding the GEF in that the money withdrawn for student
travel was subtracted from the WD line rather than the Student Travel line. It will be corrected.

Mary noted that student travel reimbursements were difficult this year and we need to be
clearer on validation required. Tracy queried whether chapters provided travel grants to Parent
Society meetings. Generally, there is no direct support for Parent Society meetings unless the
meeting is also a Division/Chapter meeting.

President’s Report: Tina reported on the new Executive Director, Doug Austin. He is a Fisheries
Scientist as well as an experienced executive manager. He begins in late summer.

Boise Meeting 2103: The Newsletter has a good recap. It was agreed the meeting was very
well run. Over 700 people registered and that is in the shadow of Federal Sequestration.
Sequestration likely resulted in 100 fewer registrants and 80 papers withdrawn. We discussed
the policy of asking people to provide papers early several weeks in advance of the meeting. A
2/3 of the talks came in ahead of time. The meeting organizer in charge of downloads said this
made the meeting run smoother, given the high number of papers and concurrent sessions.
One speaker noted problems with the upload.
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Mazatlan Meeting 2014: The team (Pam Sponholtz, Hilda Sexauer, Travis Neebling, Felipe
Amezcua) met in Boise. They are filling in the blanks on individuals working in critical positions.
Travis will manage the website and the WD website will be the portal. Timelines will be
aggressive, partly to accommodate the Mangrove Symposium. The opening call for symposia
will be this June. They have contacted the International Section and they are participating.
Felipe has started to secure Plenary Speakers. He and Tracy Wendt are considering a student
colloquium emphasizing the point that the colloquium is for students and run by students.
Planning the meeting is part of the learning experience. Tracy thinks the biggest issue will be
supporting students to travel. Tracy will be included on future planning calls. Hilda reported
they have about 10 symposia ideas so far. A planning call is scheduled for next week. Mary
requested a draft budget, or at least the line items included.

Portland Meeting 2015: Dave Ward reported planning will get into high gear sometime this
summer with conference calls set to begin. He has about 50 volunteers signed up with most
planning positions filled.

2016 Meeting: The Montana Chapter is in the rotation but Travis reported they have no space
for a meeting of 700 people. It was noted the meeting would unlikely be that large and we had
a successful meeting in Bozeman several years ago with about 400 people attending. Travis will
contact his ExCom again. Tracy will look into possibilities in Missoula but was concerned
whether there were adequate hotel and conference rooms. In the past, meetings have had
from 2-11 concurrent sessions. Tracy and Travis will do a little more digging. Cal-Neva might be
interested if Montana is not.

2017 or 2018 Meeting: Mark Wipfli reported the Alaska Chapter is considering hosting. The
Division is very supportive of that idea. They are organizing a coordinating committee and have
a bid package drafted. They need to be sure they have a large number of committed
volunteers. They prefer 2017. The bids need to be ready of a presentation at the next national
meeting in Missouri. This year the St. Louis group will be using a professional meeting
organizer. For all chapters, the concern is getting enough people who can put aside their work,
or a portion of their work, to commit enough time. A meeting planner would alleviate some of
those concerns. While the meeting planner might cut into the bottom line, their skills might
also result is some cost saving. Discussions will continue within the Alaska Chapter and will keep
the Division posted.

Chapter Roundtable: Mark Wipfli reported the AK Chapter has been focused on discussion of
the future National meeting. Travis Horton of Montana noted their Legislative session ended
recently. The Legislature passed a bill regarding mining the effect on streamflows and
dewatering. The Chapter sent a letter to the Governor and he vetoed the bill. The 2013 meeting
was at Fairmont Hot Springs. They are updating their website so the current one is behind while
the new one is still in formulation. He noted there has been a mix-up in that he is President and
Robert Al-Chokhachy is next in line for that office so emails have been going to the wrong
person. Kevin McDonnell reported the Oregon Chapter spring retreat is this coming weekend.
The annual meeting was in February in Bend with 130 presentations and about 400 attendees.
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They wrote a paper on dredge mining that they presented to the Oregon Legislature. It is up on
their web site — orafs.org.

Student Representative Report: Tracy Wendt reported she is working on the Student
Colloquium associated with the Mazatlan meeting. Utah is also interested. AK is interested in
the future as well as U of W. We discussed the pros and cons of holding it with a chapter
meeting and/or a division meeting. There are pros and cons: travel-wise it is better to do them
concurrently but it is likely students will get more planning experience if the event is separate
from another meeting, She encouraged chapters to support students participating in planning
and attending. She would like to see an opportunity for critiques of speaking skills so the can
improve their ability to present. She in interested in retaining her position as Student
Representative and is soliciting others put their name in the hat.

New and other business: Tina requested a list of officers and their contacts for each chapter,
including their student representative(s) and the date officers turn over. She will send it to Gail
Goldberg, the staff person in Bethesda who manages this information. Dave Ward asked that
chapters report the amount they pledged toward the Mexico meeting. Tin will send an email
with these requests. Travis Norton (tnorton@nt.gov), Montana Chapter, noted he is the
President, not Robert Al-Chokhachy.

Tina also queried the group on whether the 3" Thursday is a good meeting time. The small
number of Chapters in attendance said this is an good a time as any and all miss meetings here
and there due to work. There is a fair amount of inertia to keep it the same.

We discussed the request from Bob Hughes to review the EPA comments on the Bristol Bay
mining project. The NRDC is working on it. Tina will contact Eric Wagner, the remaining member
of the Environmental Concerns Committee. Mary will contact Bob and Carol and coordinate the
Division activity, ensuring we get appropriate approvals and signatures if needed. Tina reported
the NRDC is reviewing the document as well.

Officer candidate recruitment is progressing. An announcement is in the Newsletter, but there
is a mistake with the newsletter link in the email sent around. The person elected President will
be the program co-chair for the 2015 National meeting in Portland.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 AM. The next conference call is currently scheduled for
June 20, 2013 at 8:30 ADT, 9:30 PDT, 10:30 MDT.

Submitted by Mary Buckman, Western Division Secretary/Treasurer
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