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Western	
  Division	
  Executive	
  Committee	
  Conference	
  Call	
  
Approved	
  Minutes	
  
July	
  19,	
  2012	
  
	
  
Attendance:	
  Dave	
  Ward	
  (President),	
  Lori	
  Martin	
  (Past-­‐president),	
  Pam	
  Sponholtz	
  (Vice-­‐
president),	
  Mary	
  Buckman	
  (Secretary-­‐Treasurer),	
  Jeff	
  Yanke	
  (OR),	
  Joe	
  Dupont	
  (ID),	
  Jason	
  Kline	
  
(AZ-­‐NM),	
  Mike	
  Saiki	
  (Cal-­‐Neva),	
  Eric	
  Wagner	
  (Western	
  Native	
  Fishes)	
  
	
  
Minutes:	
  The	
  minutes	
  of	
  the	
  June	
  ExCom	
  meeting	
  were	
  approved	
  with	
  the	
  correction	
  that	
  
Denise	
  is	
  the	
  Cal-­‐Neva	
  Secretary,	
  not	
  Treasurer;	
  Pat	
  Crane	
  is	
  President-­‐elect.	
  	
  
	
  
Treasurer	
  Report:	
  Treasurer	
  Buckman	
  described	
  the	
  current	
  financial	
  status	
  of	
  the	
  Division.	
  The	
  
four	
  $10K	
  laddered	
  CDs	
  are	
  funded,	
  approved	
  funds	
  for	
  the	
  professional	
  travel	
  to	
  the	
  Mexico	
  
meeting	
  in	
  2013	
  and	
  student	
  travel	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  Endowment	
  Fund	
  and	
  the	
  Wells	
  Fargo	
  balance	
  is	
  
down.	
  We	
  expect	
  the	
  member	
  rebate	
  of	
  about	
  $17700	
  soon.	
  She	
  also	
  presented	
  the	
  YTD	
  
budget,	
  noting	
  spending	
  was	
  about	
  on	
  track.	
  The	
  primary	
  remaining	
  outstanding	
  expense	
  is	
  
travel	
  to	
  the	
  National	
  Meeting	
  in	
  Minneapolis-­‐St.	
  Paul.	
  
	
  
We	
  discussed	
  how	
  to	
  handle	
  money	
  pledged	
  for	
  professional	
  travel	
  to	
  the	
  Mexico	
  meeting	
  in	
  
2014.	
  President	
  Ward	
  noted	
  that	
  we	
  would	
  prefer	
  chapters	
  hold	
  the	
  money	
  and	
  develop	
  their	
  
own	
  criteria	
  for	
  awarding	
  funds.	
  He	
  will	
  be	
  asking	
  the	
  Parent	
  Society	
  to	
  match	
  the	
  total	
  funding	
  
up	
  to	
  $25000.	
  The	
  Division	
  dedicated	
  $8000+	
  and	
  pledges	
  from	
  Chapters	
  should	
  get	
  us	
  to	
  that	
  
total.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Division	
  Review	
  of	
  EPA	
  Report	
  on	
  Bristol	
  Bay	
  Mining:	
  	
  Past	
  president	
  Lori	
  Martin	
  led	
  a	
  discussion	
  
of	
  the	
  review	
  provided	
  by	
  Bob	
  Hughes,	
  et.	
  al.	
  Buckman	
  noted	
  that	
  she	
  was	
  not	
  able	
  to	
  review	
  
the	
  review	
  in	
  detail,	
  except	
  that	
  it	
  read	
  logically	
  and	
  was	
  well-­‐referenced.	
  Her	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  
review	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  general	
  presentation	
  of	
  the	
  review	
  and	
  confidence	
  in	
  the	
  writers.	
  Lori	
  
Martin	
  suggested	
  several	
  paragraphs	
  in	
  the	
  review	
  document	
  be	
  transferred	
  to	
  a	
  cover	
  letter	
  
and	
  that	
  the	
  recommendations	
  be	
  put	
  first.	
  The	
  proposed	
  general	
  format	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  cover	
  
letter	
  that	
  refers	
  to	
  the	
  review	
  document	
  and	
  the	
  Excel	
  spreadsheet.	
  The	
  cover	
  letter	
  should	
  
describe	
  Western	
  Division,	
  thank	
  EPA	
  for	
  their	
  review	
  then	
  refer	
  to	
  the	
  review	
  document	
  and	
  
Excel	
  spreadsheet	
  with	
  specific	
  page-­‐by-­‐page	
  comments.	
  President	
  Ward	
  asked	
  for	
  general	
  
views	
  on	
  the	
  review.	
  Mary	
  said	
  it	
  was	
  good	
  to	
  comment	
  on	
  the	
  science	
  level	
  –	
  that	
  is	
  where	
  we	
  
are	
  strong.	
  The	
  group	
  questioned	
  fish	
  biologists	
  commenting	
  on	
  cultural	
  and	
  social	
  impacts,	
  not	
  
our	
  area	
  of	
  expertise.	
  It	
  was	
  noted	
  that	
  some	
  on	
  the	
  Division	
  review	
  team	
  were	
  knowledgeable	
  
in	
  those	
  topics.	
  The	
  cover	
  letter	
  might	
  include	
  a	
  statement	
  that	
  the	
  Society	
  is	
  broader	
  than	
  fish	
  
biologists.	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  EPA	
  deadline	
  (July	
  23),	
  it	
  was	
  also	
  noted	
  that	
  if	
  the	
  group	
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approved	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  action	
  discussed,	
  we	
  would	
  not	
  see	
  the	
  letter	
  composed	
  by	
  President	
  
Ward.	
  It	
  was	
  moved	
  and	
  seconded	
  to	
  move	
  the	
  general	
  portions	
  of	
  the	
  review	
  document	
  into	
  a	
  
cover	
  letter	
  with	
  recommendations	
  listed	
  first	
  and	
  refer	
  in	
  the	
  cover	
  letter	
  to	
  the	
  review	
  
document	
  and	
  the	
  Excel	
  spreadsheet.	
  The	
  motion	
  passed	
  unanimously.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
President	
  Ward	
  said	
  Bob	
  Hughes	
  contacted	
  him	
  and	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  Anchorage	
  in	
  about	
  a	
  
month	
  and	
  has	
  been	
  asked	
  to	
  provide	
  testimony.	
  He	
  wants	
  permission	
  to	
  speak	
  for	
  Western	
  
Division,	
  likely	
  making	
  testimony	
  more	
  powerful.	
  We	
  agreed	
  that	
  he	
  can	
  testify	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  
the	
  Division	
  and	
  his	
  testimony	
  must	
  be	
  limited	
  to	
  what	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  submittal.	
  
	
  
2013	
  Boise	
  Meeting:	
  Joe	
  DuPont	
  reported	
  he	
  is	
  working	
  with	
  Pam	
  on	
  a	
  plenary	
  session.	
  The	
  
meeting	
  theme	
  is	
  tentatively	
  “Fisheries:	
  Learning	
  from	
  the	
  Past	
  and	
  Looking	
  to	
  the	
  Future”.	
  
They	
  are	
  looking	
  to	
  have	
  past	
  Idaho	
  Presidents	
  talk	
  about	
  fisheries	
  management	
  during	
  decades	
  
with	
  meeting	
  symposia	
  looking	
  more	
  specifically	
  at	
  changes	
  in	
  different	
  arenas	
  of	
  our	
  work.	
  He	
  
has	
  had	
  good	
  volunteers	
  for	
  committees.	
  He	
  has	
  been	
  trying	
  to	
  get	
  chapters	
  to	
  sponsor	
  a	
  
symposium	
  Jeff	
  Yanke	
  noted	
  he	
  had	
  interest	
  from	
  Coast	
  Fork	
  Willamette	
  folks	
  on	
  river	
  
restoration	
  monitoring.	
  There	
  will	
  be	
  an	
  official	
  call	
  for	
  papers	
  after	
  the	
  annual	
  meeting	
  in	
  
Minneapolis-­‐St.	
  Paul.	
  	
  Workshops	
  being	
  considered	
  are	
  spatial	
  analysis,	
  stream	
  geo-­‐engineering	
  
and	
  stress	
  physiology.	
  
	
  
The	
  second	
  deposit	
  payment	
  of	
  approximately	
  $3,000	
  is	
  due	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  month.	
  It	
  was	
  
agreed	
  the	
  Idaho	
  Chapter	
  would	
  pay	
  this	
  deposit	
  since	
  the	
  Division	
  sent	
  $3,000	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  
deposit.	
  We	
  will	
  figure	
  out	
  the	
  third	
  payment	
  when	
  the	
  time	
  comes.	
  
	
  
Mexico	
  2014:	
  The	
  dates	
  for	
  the	
  Mazatlan	
  meeting	
  were	
  identified	
  as	
  April	
  7-­‐12,	
  2014.	
  Dave	
  is	
  
looking	
  for	
  verbal	
  commitments	
  from	
  Chapters	
  to	
  the	
  meeting.	
  Dave	
  requested	
  that	
  chapters	
  
identify	
  whether	
  it	
  is	
  new	
  money	
  over	
  and	
  above	
  individuals	
  they	
  usually	
  send.	
  Commitments	
  
include	
  WA-­‐BC	
  for	
  $4500,	
  AZ-­‐NM	
  for	
  $2200,	
  OR	
  for	
  $3000	
  and	
  Cal-­‐Neva	
  for	
  $2000,	
  Dave	
  is	
  
asking	
  the	
  Parent	
  Society	
  to	
  match	
  up	
  to	
  $25,000.	
  One	
  person	
  is	
  concerned	
  about	
  setting	
  a	
  
precedent.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Western	
  Native	
  Fishes	
  request:	
  	
  Eric	
  Wagner	
  described	
  the	
  Western	
  Native	
  Fishes	
  (WNF)	
  
Project,	
  initiated	
  in	
  2003.	
  Since	
  that	
  time,	
  the	
  Division	
  has	
  invested	
  over	
  $80,000	
  in	
  the	
  project.	
  
.	
  The	
  first	
  distribution	
  information	
  is	
  in	
  an	
  Access	
  database	
  and	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  more	
  accessible	
  if	
  it	
  is	
  
one	
  the	
  Web.	
  We	
  paid	
  the	
  Conservation	
  Biology	
  Institute	
  (CBI)	
  in	
  Corvallis,	
  OR	
  to	
  move	
  155	
  
species	
  (of	
  290	
  total	
  species)	
  into	
  the	
  format	
  needed	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  GIS	
  interface.	
  They	
  
estimated	
  it	
  would	
  cost	
  about	
  $2000	
  to	
  move	
  the	
  remaining	
  species.	
  In	
  response	
  to	
  questions,	
  
Eric	
  noted	
  the	
  site	
  is	
  public,	
  He	
  also	
  stated	
  that	
  keeping	
  it	
  current	
  with	
  new	
  findings	
  will	
  be	
  
another	
  effort,	
  although	
  it	
  should	
  not	
  cost	
  money,	
  but	
  time	
  and	
  energy	
  of	
  members.	
  There	
  is	
  no	
  
charge	
  to	
  keep	
  the	
  information	
  on	
  the	
  CBI	
  site.	
  It	
  would	
  be	
  responsibility	
  of	
  WNF	
  Committee	
  to	
  
edit	
  the	
  data	
  periodically,	
  edit	
  on	
  a	
  periodic	
  basis	
  so	
  long	
  term	
  costs	
  should	
  be	
  minimal.	
  	
  No	
  
other	
  donations	
  have	
  been	
  solicited.	
  It	
  was	
  moved	
  and	
  seconded	
  to	
  authorize	
  expenditures	
  up	
  
to	
  $2,000	
  to	
  the	
  CBI	
  for	
  transferring	
  the	
  remaining	
  species	
  into	
  the	
  proper	
  format.	
  The	
  motion	
  
passed	
  unanimously.	
  Eric	
  will	
  develop	
  a	
  work	
  agreement.	
  The	
  site	
  is	
  Databasin.org	
  then	
  look	
  for	
  
the	
  Western	
  Division	
  of	
  AFS.	
  Lori	
  will	
  check	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  link	
  from	
  the	
  Division	
  web	
  site.	
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Elections:	
  Hilda	
  Sexauer	
  was	
  elected	
  to	
  the	
  President-­‐elect	
  position.	
  Mariah	
  Mayfield	
  has	
  
someone	
  lined	
  up	
  to	
  be	
  Student	
  Liaison.	
  Mary	
  will	
  follow	
  up	
  with	
  Mariah.	
  
	
  
Chapter	
  Roundtable:	
  	
  Joe	
  DuPont	
  reported	
  the	
  Idaho	
  Chapter	
  funded	
  several	
  programs	
  –	
  
Salmon	
  Camp	
  with	
  15	
  kids	
  for	
  3	
  days	
  showing	
  how	
  we	
  monitor	
  a	
  river	
  and	
  a	
  rafting	
  group	
  on	
  
the	
  Salmon	
  River.	
  They	
  are	
  working	
  on	
  the	
  2014	
  WD	
  meeting.	
  Jason	
  Kline	
  reported	
  AZ-­‐NW	
  is	
  
pretty	
  quiet	
  this	
  summer.	
  Mike	
  Saiki	
  reported	
  Jim	
  Hobbs	
  will	
  be	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Cal-­‐Neva	
  
beginning	
  in	
  August.	
  Jeff	
  Yanke	
  reported	
  the	
  Oregon	
  Chapter	
  signed	
  an	
  MOU	
  with	
  USFWS	
  for	
  
the	
  Fish	
  Culture	
  Conference	
  in	
  December	
  2012.	
  Their	
  new	
  website	
  will	
  be	
  up	
  in	
  a	
  few	
  days.	
  
External	
  committees	
  are	
  finishing	
  work	
  plans,	
  paying	
  particular	
  attention	
  to	
  updating	
  various	
  
white	
  papers.	
  They	
  met	
  with	
  Oregon	
  legislator	
  Jackie	
  Dingfelter.	
  Their	
  2013	
  meeting	
  is	
  in	
  Bend,	
  
2014	
  in	
  Eugene.	
  They	
  will	
  host	
  a	
  2-­‐day	
  workshop	
  on	
  anadromous	
  run	
  prediction	
  during	
  the	
  first	
  
week	
  in	
  November.	
  It	
  will	
  probably	
  be	
  at	
  the	
  DoubleTree	
  in	
  Portland	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  expecting	
  
about	
  75	
  people.	
  The	
  Chapter	
  is	
  considering	
  a	
  workshop	
  on	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  the	
  beaver.	
  Finally,	
  they	
  
are	
  attempting	
  to	
  consolidate	
  historical	
  documents	
  and	
  having	
  a	
  sorting	
  party	
  soon.	
  Some	
  
documents	
  will	
  be	
  archived	
  in	
  the	
  OSU	
  Library.	
  	
  
	
  
October	
  Retreat:	
  Vice-­‐president	
  Tina	
  Swanson	
  sent	
  an	
  email	
  noting	
  the	
  retreat	
  will	
  be	
  Oct	
  12-­‐
14	
  in	
  Davis	
  CA,	
  a	
  20	
  minute	
  drive	
  from	
  Sacramento.	
  We	
  should	
  have	
  a	
  pretty	
  packed	
  agenda.	
  It	
  
might	
  be	
  useful	
  to	
  start	
  earlier	
  on	
  Friday	
  PM.	
  Topics	
  on	
  the	
  agenda	
  so	
  far	
  might	
  be:	
  FY12-­‐13	
  
budget,	
  in	
  depth	
  discussion	
  of	
  the	
  Boise	
  meeting,	
  further	
  planning	
  for	
  Mazatlan	
  and	
  criteria	
  for	
  
funding	
  professional	
  travel,	
  formal	
  discussion	
  and	
  motion	
  on	
  spending	
  the	
  Grant	
  Endowment	
  
Fund,	
  maybe	
  some	
  grant	
  requests,	
  and	
  an	
  update	
  from	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
Other	
  Business:	
  Dave	
  will	
  be	
  going	
  to	
  the	
  Governing	
  Board	
  meeting	
  to	
  request	
  matching	
  funds	
  
for	
  travel	
  to	
  Mexico.	
  The	
  August	
  conference	
  call	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  changed	
  to	
  avoid	
  conflict	
  with	
  this	
  
meeting.	
  Dave	
  will	
  circulate	
  an	
  email	
  to	
  decide	
  a	
  date.	
  	
  
	
  
It	
  was	
  noted	
  that	
  President	
  Ward	
  will	
  be	
  at	
  the	
  pre-­‐meeting	
  functions	
  in	
  Minneapolis-­‐St.	
  Paul,	
  
President-­‐elect	
  Sponholtz	
  will	
  attend	
  the	
  technical	
  meeting	
  and	
  Vice-­‐president	
  Swanson	
  will	
  
attend	
  both.	
  USFWS	
  will	
  pay	
  part	
  of	
  Pam’s	
  expense.	
  
	
  
Lori	
  Martin	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  WA-­‐BC	
  Chapter	
  was	
  awarded	
  the	
  Western	
  Division	
  Chapter	
  of	
  the	
  
Year	
  and	
  will	
  get	
  the	
  Outstanding	
  Chapter	
  Award	
  from	
  the	
  Parent	
  Society.	
  She	
  also	
  noted	
  that	
  it	
  
is	
  a	
  good	
  time	
  for	
  some	
  fundraising	
  contacts	
  as	
  agencies	
  finish	
  out	
  their	
  fiscal	
  year	
  budget.	
  She	
  
will	
  send	
  a	
  fundraising	
  list	
  to	
  Joe	
  DuPont.	
  
	
  
Meeting	
  adjourned	
  at	
  10:50	
  PDT.	
  	
  
Submitted	
  by	
  Mary	
  Buckman,	
  Secretary-­‐Treasurer	
  
	
  
 


