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Western Division American Fisheries Society
Executive Committee Conference Call
July 18, 2013

Attendance: Pam Sponholtz (President-elect), Hilda Sexauer (Vice-president), Mary Buckman
(Secretary/Treasurer), Dave Ward (Past President), John Morgan (WA-BC), Todd Bucholtz (OR),
Mark Wipfli (AK), Bobby Compton (Colo-Wyo), Joe DuPont (ID), Tracy Wendt (Student
Representative), Jim Hobbs (Cal-Neva), Jackie Watson (Utah)

A quorum was established and the meeting was called to order at 9:33.
Minutes: Minutes of the June conference call were approved with minor corrections.

Financial Report: Treasurer Buckman presented the current financial status. Cash balances are
relatively unchanged from last month with about $27,000-plus in the checking account and
$40,000 in CDs. We have not received the payment from the Boise meeting, but our share of
the profits should be about $27,000. We will have some travel expenses for the Little Rock
meeting. The Endowment Fund is moving upward, although at is not necessarily reflected in the
summary sheet. The balance yesterday was about $268,000 so the last two months must have
hit on down days.

Election Update: Jim Bowker was elected Vice-President, Travis Neebling as Secretary-
Treasurer and Tracy Wendt as Student Representative. They take office at the National Meeting
in Little Rock.

Mazatlan Update: Vice-President Sponholtz updated the group on the Mazatlan meeting.
Travis has the website and symposia submission portion on line. It is all tied to Western Division
page. Travis incorporated artwork from Felipe into the site. We are waiting on revised figures
from El Cid for coffee breaks and socials for local attendees since El Cid is all-inclusive for hotel
registrants. We want to include coffee breaks and socials in the registration fee. Those numbers
from El Cid will help complete the budget. Pam is talking again with Helms-Briscoe to help get
this resolved. It is hoped that registration will be less than in the past in keeping with the usual
cost for Mexico chapter meetings.

The group discussed criteria for travel funds. We have $10,000 plus currently. It was suggested
to add retired professionals to those eligible for travel grants. Pam asked for additional
comments by July 26. The criteria for the match money ($25,000) from the Parent Society will
be managed through the parent Society but the Division is trying to keep a hand in it with Dave
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volunteering to serve on that committee. There is no official tie to the amount of money each
chapter has put forth. Dave will work to recognize the distribution among chapters, but it is not
a guarantee nor obligation. Each Chapter’s money is up to the chapter to allocate as they wish.
The pledges were to demonstrate match to get the money from the Parent Society. Utah has
not pledged; Jackie requested information to get up to speed.

Meeting in 2016: Tracy spoke with Montana and they will not host in 2016. They asked what
the next year that is available. Cal-Neva is in for 2016. Their challenge is whether to select an
easily accessible location such as Sacramento or some place more attractive such as Monterrey.
Hosting in 2017 is available.

Portland 2015: We need to request $10,000 from the Parent Society for seed money loan. To
accomplish this, a motion from the Division is needed for the briefing book and the report from
the Western Division. Pam will follow up with Tina.

Chapter Roundtable: John Morgan reported the main project for WA-BC is updating their
website with help from the student chapter. Their AGM meeting is not yet finalized but will
probably be in Vancouver. Orley Johnson, the communications officer, will represent the
chapter at Little Rock. Jackie Watson reported the Utah chapter had their annual meeting in
March. Their first ExCom meeting will be in the next couple weeks. She is looking forward to
getting back to the basics and being involved with the Division. Todd Bucholtz of the Oregon
Chapter reported that Dr. Nancy Leonard of the NWPPC is the program co-chair for the
National Meeting in Portland in 2015. The 2014 Oregon Chapter meeting is in Eugene, Feb 25-
28 and is the 50" anniversary. Joe Dupont reported the Idaho Chapter calculated net profit
from the Boise meeting at a little over $70,000 with about $28000 for the Division. With the
extra bump in money the Idaho Chapter is getting proposals for grants and want to develop
criteria; WA-BC is also thinking about criteria and deadlines for grant and other funding
proposals. They will probably spend $5-6 thousand for classroom work. Bobby Compton
reported the Colo-Wyo ExCom meeting is in Lander and after the meeting the ExCom will pack
into the field and do some surveys. They hope to make this an annual tradition. He is

the new Secretary-Treasurer and will be President in two years. Their deadline for applications
for Mexico was the 15™ and they are making decisions. Jim Hobbs reported Cal-Neva had a very
good meeting in April with 250 attendees and a profit of $22,000. They put the Continuing
Education budget toward a workshop on restoration held on the UC Davis campus and
attended by over 250 people. It related to the Bay-Delta Restoration Plan regarding tidal
wetland restoration with speakers from around the county. The proceedings will be published.
The President-Elect is Norm Ponferrada. They are working on revamping their website and
developing a blog to substitute for newsletter. They are interested in hosting 2016.
Membership is growing and they are getting younger people. Mark Wipfli reported the Alaska
chapter will hold their annual meeting in Fairbanks on October 9-11. They are working with
legislature on a bill that would loosen habitat protection. They are working with TU local and
national to protect 77 watersheds in the Tsongas Forest from development.
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As a reminder, the Idaho is Feb 11-13 in Idaho Falls. Cal-Neva is in Sacramento from March 27-
29. Colo-Wyo is in Laramie during the last week in Feb or early March. Oregon is in Eugene from
February 25-28. The Montana meeting is March 4-7 at Chico Hot Springs

Student Report: Tracy Wendt reported she continues to work to get in touch with students.
Most students are at their summer jobs or in the field. She is excited about the colloquium in
conjunction with Mexico meeting. The Mexico Chapter is getting the last of the signatures to
form and official student chapter formed. Jim Hobbs noted he would send a contact for the
Sacramento-Davis subunit.

Other business: Pam Sponholtz reported the Fall Retreat will likely be in Golden Colorado.

The next conference call will be August 15 at 8:30 ADT, 9:30 PDT, 10:30 MDT. The meeting was
adjourned at 10:22 AM.

Submitted by Mary Buckman, Western Division Secretary/Treasurer
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