
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Executive Committee Call: Monday, September 18, 2023 

Start Time: 10:00 am HT / 11:00 am AKT / 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 
Meeting Link (Google Meet): https://meet.google.com/exq-gqfr-qbx (or enter through calendar invite) 
Phone: 6647-363-(US) +1 541  PIN: 555 836 603# 
 

WDAFS Executive Committee AGENDA (1:00 PM-2:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 1:00 Roll call & Introductions / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 1:10 Approval of July ExCom Meeting notes  

• 1:12 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and budget review and balances report (Laura)  

• 1:17 AFS Level committee briefings (Management Committee, Governing Board, Membership) 

• 1:25 WDAFS committee briefings (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Laurie, Financial 
Sustainability-Eric/Laura, Native Fishes-Laurie, Early Career Professional-Julie, Diversity & Inclusion-
Julie/Tim, Division Membership-Tim) 

• 1:30 Student Activities update (Meredith) 

• 1:35 Chapter briefings (roughly 2 minute/chapter)  

• 1:50 New or other business 
- ’23-’24 ExCom meetings (preferred platform?) and Midyear meeting updates 
- Midyear meeting topics? 
- Logo updates (WDAFS and Chapters) in 2023 

• 2:00   Adjourn – Next meeting on October 16 at 1 pm MT 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. July Meeting notes 

  

 
President Eric Fetherman, President-Elect Julie Carter, Vice-President Time Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  

Past-President Laurie Earley, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

Western Division       
American Fisheries Society 
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WDAFS Officers Meeting AGENDA (2:00-3:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• Logo 

• Tributary – October Issue? 

• Liaison Roles 

• Bylaws Approved – post on website? 

• 2025 WDAFS Meeting Site Visits 

• Grand Rapids Recap and Hawaii Planning Officer Roles 
- Eric: General Meeting Chair/Local Planning Team Lead 
- Julie: Program Committee Chair 
- Laurie: Volunteers/info booth (with Brian Missildine); Best of Western Division Symposium? 
- Tim: Signage/Communications; Film and Photo Festival? 
- Laura: budget oversight with Dan Cassidy 

• Email for future communications? 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

WDAFS Executive Committee Minutes (1:00 – 3:00 PM MST) 
Thursday September 18, 2023, virtual. 

Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Eric Fetherman, WD President 
• Julie Carter, WD President-Elect 
• Tim Copeland, WD Vice President 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary Treasurer 
• Meredith Journey, WD Student Representative 
• Matt Wipf, Emerging Mentor 
• Whitney Crittenden, AK Chapter Vice President 
• Chris Penne, UT AFS Chapter President 
• Miranda Bell Tilcock, CA/NV AFS Chapter President 
• Steve Gale, CO/WY AFS Chapter President 
• Tim Grabowski, Pacific Islands AFS Chapter President 
• Gary Vonderohe, Oregon AFS Chapter President 
• Leo Rosenthal, MT Chapter President 
• Kevin Meyer, ID Chapter President 
• Janine Bryan, WA/BC AFS Chapter President 

 
 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
A quorum was present. 
 
Motion: Approve July Excom meeting minutes 
Julie moved, Tim Copeland seconded. July notes were unanimously approved.  
 
WDAFS Treasurers Report  
Laura presented the August treasurer report.  
 
AFS Level Committees 
AFS Management Committee & Governing Board– Joint meeting was held at the Grand Rapids meeting. 

Meeting focused on strategic planning and visioning. Reviewed the society levels programs – Books and 
Membership were reviewed in detail and discussed if these two programs should be continued. The 
additional 12 will be reviewed prior to the Hawaii meeting. Sale of the Bethesda office was discussed. A 
new Development committee was formed. 

 

 
President Eric Fetherman, President Elect Julie Carter, Vice President Tim Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  

Past President Laurie Earley, Student Representative Meredith Journey 
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Management Committee meeting last week. Hawaii student subunit bylaws were approved. 
 
Nominating Committee – Eric is Vice-Chair of the committee and Laurie will be serving on the committee as 

the Western Division representative. 
 
Membership Committee – The September call was canceled, so no updates. Membership committee should be 

meeting in the next month on the survey results 
 
WDAFS Committees 
RPECC – No update. Bob Hughes will continue as the  
Native Fishes – No update. 
ECP – No update. Tawni will continue as the chair and they will meet in two weeks. Hope to host a workshop 
in early December. 
Financial Sustainability – Met in June and are meeting again in October.   
Diversity and Inclusion – Last meeting was in June and they meet quarterly. 
Division Membership Committee – Current membership is 2,439 and 3% have addresses not in our division 

boundaries. 
 
Student Activities 
Meredith is working on updating contact information for Student Sub-unit leaders. Meredith would like to send 
out a survey to check timing of colloquium  
 
Chapter Updates 

• Alaska (Whitney) – 2024 meeting will be in Seward, March 24-29. Working on updating the logo. Working 
to get more high school and Fish and Game employee support for travel. 

• CA/NV (Miranda) – 2024 meeting will be in Redding, April 9 to 12, and will coincide with a dam removal. 
Brainstorming workshop and other fundraising and networking events. 

• CO/WY (Steve) – 2024 Meeting in Laramie will be February 27-29. Chapter is working on securing a 
meeting location for the 2025 WD meeting. Diversity and Inclusion was voted as a standing committee. 
Updating the Chapter logo 

o Are student subunits covered under Chapter’s tax filings? 
• ID (Kevin) - Joint Idaho and WA/BC meeting will be April 29 to May 2 in Spokane. Working on a website 

makeover. Meeting proceeds allowed ID to contribute to the Hutton fundraiser, EOS for Hawaii, National 
AFS donation, increased scholarships. Northwest Fish culture conference will be in Boise and they are 
sponsoring two students. Switching mailing list to Mailchimp. 

• Montana (Leo) – Officer transition occurred in September. 2024 chapter meeting was planned for 
Lewistown, MT but Great Falls, Billings, or Bozeman are the backups. Are setting up a DEI committee. 

• Oregon (Gary) – 2024 meeting will be in Bend Oregon Feb 27 to March 1. Oregon met with Pacific Islands 
Chapter to provide  

• Pacific Islands (Tim) – Has officer positions filled. Working to setup a website. Western Division website 
needs to be updated. Working on a logo. Making progress on tax exempt status 

• Utah (Chris) – Annual meeting will be in St. George. Planning continuing education and get a committee 
setup to establish the financial model. 

• WA/BC (Janine) – In-person retreat will be the third week in October. WA/BC is planning joint meeting in 
Spokane. Working on logo and website updates. 

 
New or Other Business 
Excom meetings and Retreat - Midyear meeting will be Saturday, November 4, in Tempe. Send topics to Eric. 
 



Logo updates – WD is planning to have logos available for a vote in October. Expectation is that the logo 
updates is done at the end of 2023. 
 
Are student subunits covered under Chapter’s tax filings? A CO sub-unit lost their tax exempt status for lack of 
filing. Parent society suggest that student subunits should be covered with their Chapter. No other Chapters 
knew what their subunits were doing. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:55. 
 
Next meeting October 16th at 1pm MST 
 
Zoom account will be canceled. 
  



Officers Call 
 
Hawaii Program committee and planning committee discussion with Tim Grabowski. Tim G. departed the 
meeting following the discussion on the Hawaii Program. 
 
Eric, Tim Copeland, Meredith, Julie, Matt Wipf 
 

• Logo – Have five logos right now and will be put out in the October Tributary. Due by October 1. 

• Tributary – October Issue Announcements – Logo voting, program update 

• Liaison Roles 
o ECPP & Native Fishes – Laurie 
o Financial – Eric & Laura 
o ECP – Julie & Meredith 
o D&I and Membership - Tim 

• Bylaws Approved – need to be posted on website 

• Website – Eric will talk to Travis about pros/cons of moving website platform to Parent Society. Further 
discussion will occur at mid-year meeting. 

o Add 2025 Meeting information 

• 2025 WDAFS Meeting Site Visits  Update  

• Hawaii Planning Officer Roles 
o Eric: General Meeting Chair/Local Planning Team Lead 
o Julie: Program Committee Chair 
o Laurie: Volunteers/info booth (with Brian Missildine); Best of Western Division Symposium? 
o Tim: Signage/Communications; Film and Photo Festival? 
o Laura: Budget oversight with Dan Cassidy, meeting minutes 

 Eric is trying to negotiate profit share agreement 
o Meredith: Student activities planning 

• Email for future communications – Meredith prefers personal right now. Tim will work to get 
forwarding setup to his work email.  

 
 
Zoe Smith, Higher Education Request to add a link to the Higher Education After Incarceration website - No 
 
 
Mail List – SimpleLists vs. Mailchimp. Julie is using SimpleList for the Fish Management Section. Beth helps 
provide support. WDAFS will start the process of joining SimpleList due to the cost savings. 
 
Adjourn at 2:55p m 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – August 31 2023 

Account Balances by Month 
 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 

 
 
Notes:  
1) 12/5/2022: The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD.   
2) 5/22/2023: Closed the Mountain America Credit Union Account  
3) 8/9/2023: Bank of India Certificate of Deposit Interest of $443.84.   The CD renewed on a longer term 
than the intended 6-month term. Now comes due 02/20/24. 

Account
9/30/2022
Balance

10/31/2022
Balance

11/30/2022
Balance

12/31/2022
Balance

1/31/2023
Balance

2/28/2023
Balance

3/31/2023
Balance

4/30/2023 
Balance

5/31/2023 
Balance

6/30/2023 
Balance

07/31/2023 
Balance

08/31/2023 
Balance

Bank Accounts
MACU CD Maturation December 21 2 10,938.31$    10,940.64$    10,940.64$    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                
MACU CD Maturation October 9 22 10,924.47$    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                
MACU Savings 984.64$          1,909.95$      1,910.03$      12,854.64$    12,855.19$    1.11$              1.11$              1.11$              -$                -$                -$                -$                
Wells Fargo Checking 27,803.70$    25,597.85$    19,040.86$    17,862.58$    61,206.22$    59,730.82$    51,512.21$    47,867.99$    32,524.83$    62,462.75$    74,057.80$   72,715.00$   
TOTAL Bank Accounts 50,651.12$    38,448.44$    31,891.53$    30,717.22$    74,061.41$    59,731.93$    51,513.32$    47,869.10$    32,524.83$    62,462.75$    74,057.80$   72,715.00$   

Investment Accounts
Charles Schwab - Investments 507,956.79$ 475,343.02$ 494,588.59$ 520,171.64$ 475,816.86$ 541,129.93$ 552,264.02$ 556,207.84$ 561,565.57$ 590,067.77$ 608,287.78$ 616,758.00$ 
CDs at Charles Schwab
CD: Bank of China (Due 10/28/22, 0.9 10,000.00$    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                
CD: Western Alliance (Due 2/14/23, 3 -$                -$                10,000.00$    10,000.00$    10,000.00$    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                
CD: AXOS Bank (Due 2/13/23, 2.8%) -$                10,000.00$    10,000.00$    10,000.00$    10,000.00$    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                
Funds Transferred for CD Purchase (T  -$                10,000.00$    10,000.00$    10,000.00$    10,000.00$    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                
Bank of India - New NY 5% CD (Due 
08/09/23) -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$    20,000.00$   -$                
BankProV - 5.25% (Due 02/20/24) -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                20,469.96$   
Charles Schwab Bank, TX 5% CD 
(Due 03/05/24) -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$    23,000.00$   23,000.00$   
TOTAL Investment Accounts 517,956.79$ 495,343.02$ 524,588.59$ 550,171.64$ 505,816.86$ 584,129.93$ 595,264.02$ 599,207.84$ 604,565.57$ 633,067.77$ 651,287.78$ 639,758.00$ 

OVERALL TOTAL 568,607.91$ 533,791.46$ 556,480.12$ 580,888.86$ 579,878.27$ 643,861.86$ 646,777.34$ 647,076.94$ 637,090.40$ 695,530.52$ 725,345.58$ 712,473.00$ 

 
President Laurie Earley, President-Elect Eric Fetherman, Vice-President Julie Carter, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  

Past-President Dan Brauch, Student Representative Jack McLaren 
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Investment Account 
Table 2 displays the current Unit ownership in the Investments portion of the Charles Schwab account. 
The activity is summarized below. 
 

1. On October 24, 2022, WD transferred $10,000 into the Investment account for the purchase of a 6-
month CD. A CD has not been purchased yet. The CD is not part of the shared investment account. 
No change to the percent ownership was made. 

2. WD AFS had a CD mature at MACU on October 28, 2022 and was reinvested on November 13, 
2022 

3. The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD on November 14, 2022. No 
adjustment to ownership was made, rather the interest value was reinvested in an new CD. 

4. Funds were transferred from MACU on 10/24/22 ($10,000) and on 2/9/23 ($12,854.19), these 
funds along with the AXOS Bank and Western Alliance CDs and associated CD dividends were 
pooled to purchase a 6-month CD for $20,000 and a 12-month CD for $23,000. 

5. WD AFS Bank of India Certificate of Deposit Interest of $443.84 was made on August 9, 2023.   
Adjustment of ownership is under review. 

 
Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investments within the Charles Schwab Account  

 
Percent 
Ownership 9/30/2022 
Western Division 42.56% 
AZ/NM Chapter 4.50% 
CO/WY Chapter 13.05% 
Idaho Chapter 9.22% 
Utah Chapter 5.33% 
WA-BC Chapter 8.21% 
CSU Student 
Subunit 0.00% 
Fish Culture Section 16.18% 
Student Travel 
Fund 3.53% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
 
NOTES:  

1) On 1/29/2023, deposited a $47,152 check from AFS for: 1) 2020 Dues Rebate, $11,212, 2) 2021 
Dues Rebate, $14,040.00, 3) 2021 Baltimore Proceeds, $1,900, 4) 2022 Spokane Proceeds $20,000. 

2) OR AFS Donations: $500 for Student Colloquium in 2024 (4/20/23) and $2,500 for Pacific Islands 
Chapter (5/02/2023) 

  
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions  

 

  



 
Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 

 
 
 
  



Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 
 

 
 
 
 
  



Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 
 

 

 
 
  



Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY23 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
 
Table 4. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 
 
 



 
 
Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 
 
 
  



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 
 

  



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 
  



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 

 
 

Fiscal Year 2023 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account.  
 
Table 5. SCCS Fiscal Year 2023 transactions and account balance. 
 
 



 
 
 


	WDAFS Excom September 2023 Agenda.pdf
	Western Division       American Fisheries Society
	Western Division

	WDAFS Excom September 2023 Notes_revised.pdf
	Western Division       American Fisheries Society
	Western Division

	2023 08 31  Balances Report.pdf
	Account Balances by Month
	American Fisheries Society
	Western Division
	Investment Account
	Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction
	Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Overview
	Fiscal Year 2023 SCCS Budget Overview


