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Executive Committee Conference Call: Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Start Time: 8:00 am AK time/ 9:00 am PT / 10:00 am MT 

(Note:  2016-2017 WDAFS ExComm meetings are normally scheduled 

for the second Wednesday of each month) 

To join call, dial 1-800-582-3014 and enter passcode: 837490314# 

 

AGENDA 

• Roll call  - Brian Missildine (President),Dan Dauwalter (Vice-President), Cleve Steward 

(Past-President), Britta Baechler (Student Representative), Kevin Gelwicks (CO-WY), 

Amber Steed (MT), Tamara Knudson (WA-BC), Paul - filling in for Ben Brown (UT), 

Jane Trujillo - filling in for Bryan Bakevich (AZ-NM), Helen Nelville (ID), Laurie Earley 

(Cal-Neva), Shivonne Nesbit (OR) 

• Determination of quorum: quorum established. 

•  Approval of September 2017 ExComm meeting minutes (attached)  -  

• Laurie motioned to approve the September meeting minutes with minor spelling 

changes; seconded by Cleve.  Motion approved. 

• WDAFS Secretary-Treasurer report (Tracy/Brian) 

• Finances (attached) - ~$61K, with one outstanding check for $1,300 that is not 

included in balance 

• Division insurance - $150 / year – Brian will look into deadline. If your chapter 

did not receive, contact Brian. 

• President’s Report (Brian)  

• WD mid-year retreat – Brian will be in Portland Friday, Nov 3rd. Will begin 

retreat Saturday morning at 9am and go until about 1pm Sunday 

• Pebble Mine letter update – motion to approve letter by Dan. Second by Cleve. 

Tamara suggested proposed changes to the document. Tamara will provide 

comments to Brian with track changes.  

o Dan motioned to rescind the original motion. Amber seconded the motion. 

Motion rescinded. 

o Cleve suggested there might be substantive changes to the letter. Cleve 

motioned that the ExComm approve the content of the original letter (with 
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recommended changes) and encourage AFS to finalize the letter and send 

it to EPA. Laurie seconded and the motion was approved. 

• Past Meeting update 

• New Missoula financial update - $~18,000 profit. ~$5K more than originally 

thought. 

• WDAFS Student Representative report (Britta) 

• Recently met separately with Shivonne and Cleve. 

• Student Colloquium-discussion on stand-alone or combining with WD – 

Discussed with Tracy Wendt, Zach Klein, and Jane Sullivan – all former Student 

Reps. Goal is to increase attendance. Current plan is to keep colloquium and WD 

separate. Helen asked about funding for Student Colloquium. Brian stated he 

would add this to the budget discussion at the mid-year retreat. Students could 

also discuss this at the upcoming Student Colloquium, which Britta said she 

planned to attend. 

• Will participate in AFS 2018 Annual Meeting planning call later this week. 

• WDAFS 2018 Annual Meeting planning update (Aaron) 

• The meeting will take place May 21-25, 2018, in Anchorage, Alaska.  Jeff Falke 

working with Brian to finalize contracts for hotel. Call for symposia will be out 

soon. Outreach committee is working on website updates and meeting theme. 

Should be out shortly. WD signed an MOU. Additional seed funding from 

WDAFS is on its way. 

• Tributary (Tracy/Brian)  

• Fall issue of the Tributary is out, but WD is still looking for someone to take over from 

Tracy as newsletter editor. Cleve suggested that the Chapters should be responsible for 

providing articles/newsletters to Tracy for inclusion into the Tributary – Submissions 

could be expanded versions of the ones included in the Chapter newsletters, so would not 

necessarily have to be written from scratch. 

• Reports by WDAFS Chapter Presidents (5-7 minutes max) 

• CO-WY (Kevin) – Aug 1st – officer succession, Jason Burkhart Treasurer, Eric 

Featherman Vice, Rick Henderson Past, Getting ready for next year’s (Feb 2-Mar 

1) Chapter meeting in Laramie, WY. Finalized FY 2018 budget - tried to budget 

very conservatively using 4-year averages of income/expenses to be more 

realistic. Have underestimated profits each year. Next ExComm meeting Dec. 12 

in Laramie.  

• UT (Paul Thompson filling in for Ben Brown) – Had retreat. Duties for ExComm 

outlined. AGM will be March 13-15 in Ogden, UT. 

• MT (Amber) –AGM Butte, MT Jan 29-Feb 4. Ongoing website maintenance. 

• ID (Helen) – student newsletters – How does ID want to handle advocacy in 

science? Set up an ad-hoc committee, chaired by Jay Hesse. Visits from ExComm 

members to meet with students. ExComm retreat in early December.  AGM Idaho 

Falls end of Feb - 1st week of March.  Plenary and workshop will focus on 

technical writing.  
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• Cal-Neva (Laurie) working on getting a chapter newsletter out, hopefully by the 

end of month. AGM will be in San Louis Obispo, CA Feb 28 - March 2. Hoping 

to form a new student subunit in Cal-Poly. ExComm meeting next week and 

retreat will be Nov. 11. 

• OR (Ben Clemens filling in for Shivonne) – Fall retreat focused on AGM which 

will be held March 13-16 in Eugene.  Theme is “research and management in a 

changing climate”. 

• WA-BC (Tamara) – Annual retreat will be held Nov 11th. Beginning 2018 AGM 

planning. AGM will be March 19-22 in Kelowna, BC.  

o Looking to switch banks. Requested feedback from other Chapters about 

which banks they use. AK and NM/AZ use Wells Fargo and Vanguard, 

Division uses Wells Fargo, CO-WY – US Bank.  Cleve suggested that 

Wells Fargo is good for international transfers but has recently had some 

unfavorable publicity due to questionable/unethical business practices. 

• AZ-NM – (Jane filling in for Bryan Bakevich) – 50th joint meeting with AZ and 

NM Chapters of The Wildlife Society. Successful meeting with positive feedback. 

Over 300 attendees with about half of them students. Continuing small grants 

program (~$2,000 available).  The Chapter will participate in a joint 

Chapter/TWS meeting in 2018, but will not host it.  They will organize a fisheries 

themed symposium,  

• AK (Aaron) –working with AK Pacific University to establish a new student 

subunit in Anchorage. Next AGM – Joint with WD – May 21-25, 2018. 

• Mexico – annual meeting will be next week (Oct. 18-20) in La Paz, Baja 

California Sur. Cleve will represent the WD. Goal is to encourage members to 

continue membership and bring up participation in AFS.  What does the Mexico 

Chapter want for its future and how can WD support it? 

• New or other business – Cleve brought up Riparian Challenge Awards committee, 

chaired by Amy Sacry – is anyone else interested in participating on that committee?  

Also promised to send WD scholarship/grant/award info to Dan, and to go over it with 

him prior to the Nov 4 ExComm retreat. 

• Summary of Action Items – Brian will provide deadline for Division insurance.  

• Tamara will provide comments on Pebble Mine letter to Brian today. 

• Cleve - scholarship, etc. info to Dan 

• Adjourn 

 

Attachments: 

1. Minutes of the Sept 2017 WDAFS ExComm meeting 

2. Monthly (September) Financial Report 

3. Updated Pebble Mine letter 


