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Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee December Call: Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MST/3:00 pm ET 

Login: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82281539369?pwd=bi9RUXZLa3dwVE02RlRCTUsyMHkwZz09 

WDAFS Executive Committee (1:00 PM-2:00 PM MDT) 
Notes 

WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, WA/BC, OR, ID, MT, CA/NV, UT, CO/WY, AZ/NM 
 

Roll call 
Participants:  

• Dan Brauch, WD President 
• Todd Pearsons, WD Past President 
• Laurie Earley, WD President-Elect 
• Eric Fetherman, WD Vice President 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary Treasurer 
• Kat Dale, WD Student Representative 
• Christina Barrineau, CO/WY Chapter 
• Tim Copeland, ID Chapter 
• Brian Hickerson, AZ/NM Chapter 
• Jeff Fryer, WA/BC Chapter 
• Sue Mauger, AK Chapter 
• Lisa Eby, MT Chapter 
• Scott Heppell, OR Chapter 

 
Introductions and Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
 Dan provided time during roll call for everyone to introduce themselves, their role within the Western 

Division or Chapter.  A quorum was present. 
 
Motion: Approve August meeting minutes 
 No one opposed approval of the minutes. Notes approved. 
 
WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and Financial Sustainability Plan Update (Dan) 
 Laura Burckhardt (WD Secretary/Treasurer) put together the budget updates for November in Quicken and 

there is a new format of the report. Laura went over the new format and information and asked that if 
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anyone had any changes to let her know.  And asked if Excom would be willing to just review the approved 
budget for meeting travel budgets. 

AFS briefing (Laurie-MGMT Committee, Gov Board, Eric-Membership) 
Management Committee - No updates since the mid-year meeting. 
Membership – Membership and non-membership surveys are complete and being tested. The surveys should 

come out in February. Survey is asking about why you’re a member. Non-member survey is asking why 
they are not members and what benefits they would like to see to increase their likelihood of joining. 

WDAFS Committee briefing (new updates: RPECC, FSC, NFC, ECP, D&I, MC) 

• RPECC – Bob Hughes is organizing a conference on dam and culvert removals. Chapters should 
contact Bob if they are interested in participating. 

• FSC – Met recently to discuss the status of the Account, to talk about Investment account transactions 
and User permissions. We will also be sending out year-end report to every Unit that has funding. 
Outside of Excom this includes CSU Submit and Fish Culture Section. 

• NFC – Working on hosting their annual symposium. If there is interested in participation, reach out to 
Luke Schultz 

• ECP – No update since mid-year meeting 

• D&I – No update since mid-year meeting 

• MC – Eric looked at the other three divisions guidance on the membership committee. 
 
Student Representative Update (Kat) / Student Colloquium Plans 

• Colloquium notices will be coming out shortly. Working on updating student subunit contact 
information. 

Chapter Meeting Dates / Virtual VS In Person Updates, Advertisement of meetings in Tributary  

• Dan shared the meeting advertisement page that will be published in the Tributary. No one objected to 
publishing it in the Tributary.  

o Updates to list: Alaska will update Dan if they decide to go virtual. Idaho’s will be updated to 
reflect that it’s a hybrid meeting. 

Update of meeting sponsorship request for the 2022 Canadian Conference for Fisheries Research and 
Canadian Society of Limnologists (Dan/Alf) 

• WA/BC is planning to support this meeting at a $500 level. Western Division is proposing support at a 
$500 USD level. They have decided not to increase sponsorship to have a booth. Jeff stated that they are 
meeting on this next week. No concerns were raised. 

Chapter briefings (roughly 1 minute/chapter) 

• AK (Sue) – Chapter is discussing changing the meeting to a virtual one 

• WA/BC (Jeff) – No update since mid-year meeting 

• OR (Scott) – Chapter is working on meeting planning. Asked for feedback on attracting high school 
participation. 

• ID (Tim) – Published newsletter calling for papers and providing meeting information. They will have 
separate in person and virtual workshops. Asked Laurie to send out an update on reporting of violations 
of meeting codes of conduct. 
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• MT (Lisa) – Working on getting information on Facebook, D&I outreach, and on meeting planning. 
Brad Shepards obituary will be coming out in Fisheries 

• CO/WY (Christina) – Continuing with Virtual planning using Hoova. Is working on adding Western 
Colorado University added as a subunit. 

• AZ/NM (Brian) – Held student/professional panel where students ask questions and get feedback from 
professionals. AZ/NM has 5 student subunits. 

Spokane meeting update (Dan/Laurie) Call for Symposium update, Planning Progress  

• Are using a whiteboard tool to plan and develop symposium (https://afsspokane-
fisheriescommunity.pantheonsite.io/). Formal symposium proposal process opens December 20 

• Draft budget for Spokane has been developed. Estimated profits for WDAFS is $25 to 47,000 
• Monthly planning meetings will start December 16th. 

 

RPECC Comment on Alaska Roadless Rule? (Todd/Dan) (or hold to officers portion of call) 
Should Western Division comment on this issue? Relates mainly to Alaska chapter. 

Todd – Western Division has commented on Chapter level issues if the issues are broader. 
Sue – The degradation of river and forest habitats is a broader issue that occurs across the Western Division. 

Comments are due January 23. There is not strong opposition, some local opposition. 

New or other business 
 Next monthly call is set for January 12th at noon PT, 1 PM MST.  

Important upcoming dates:   

• Small project grants due Feb 1, 2022  and awarded by March 1 
• Awards & scholarships, due March 1, 2022 and awarded by April 1 
• Travel grants due May 1, 2022 (grant application not yet finalized) 

Attachments: 
1. Monthly financial statement / balances by month for November 2021 
2. Mid-Year meeting notes with submitted edits 
3. Alaska Roadless Rule 60 Day Comment email 

 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:05 PM (MDT). 
 

WDAFS Officers Meeting (2:00-3:40 PM MST) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on conference line 

RPECC Comment on Alaska Roadless Rule – Continued 

• Sue will circle back and let WDAFS know if an additional letter is helpful 

• AFS wants Western Division and Alaska chapter to be aligned and in support of writing this letter 
before they will assist in the letter drafting. 

• Dan, Todd, Laura, Laurie, Eric, Kat Dale 

• November Excom call follow-through –  
o Helping Chapters with getting Committee involvement 
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• Todd thanked Eric, Kat and Laura for their work with looking into committees, the budget, and student 
subunit contacts 

• Officers discussed ideas for outreach for student colloquium 
o Symposium is being developed for large rivers and they are inviting Chinese professors and 

students to the Spokane meeting 
o Kat will also reach out to Hawaii 

• Tax prep proposal (Laura) – Laura met with Michelle Nelson with Nelson & Associates. They focus 
solely on non-profits and would be happy to help with our taxes. The EZ form costs $850. Laura will 
send her the documents necessary to get the taxes files. Taxes are due by the end of February. 

• Officer nominations (Todd) – Society AFS nominating committee is voting on nominees next week. The 
committee is looking at a rule changes that will need to be approved by the Governors board. Announce 
the nominees in the March instead of February edition of Fisheries. Todd is waiting to recruit the Vice 
President candidate until the Societycommittee votes are made. 

• Chapter Annual General Meeting representation by Excom 
o Alaska – February 28-March 3 – Todd & Dan 
o AZ/NM – February 3-5 – Eric Fetherman 
o CA/NV – In person - February 14-17 – Dan Brauch attending. Kat attending with the subunit. 

Laurie might be attending. 
o CO/WY – March 1-3 – Eric/Dan/Laura 
o ID – Hybrid - March 1-4 – Laurie Earley – Will attend in-person (employer will not cover this) 
o MT – March 1-4 – Todd Pearsons 
o OR – March 2-4 – Kat 
o WWA-BC – August 21-25 Spokane – All Officers 
o Utah – Unknown –  

• Spokane meeting planning update (Dan/Laurie) 

• Google Workspace update – Laura provided an update on the status of the new workspace (wdafs.org). 
Archiving and email use was discussed. The decision was made to create user accounts for all officers 
and offer it to the Newsletter, Website, and Tracy Wendt. 

• Other 
o Received the first small project grant application 
o Travel Grants – Eric will work with Laurie’s files to get announcements started 

• Next meeting will be after next Excom meeting 
Adjourn at 3:40pm MST 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee December Call: Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/3:00 pm ET 

Zoom Link: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/5921048289?pwd=SEhMSUhmQ0RFcTZDQ3U3WVJ5S0x1QT09 

To Dial in, dial 669-900-6833 Meeting ID: 592 104 8289 Passcode: 842691 

Once on the call: *6 – mute or unmute 

 

WDAFS Executive Committee AGENDA (12:00 PM-1:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, WA/BC, OR, ID, MT, CA/NV, UT, CO/WY, AZ/NM 

• 12:00 PT Roll call / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters). 

• 12:03 Approval of November Mid-Year meeting notes 

• 12:05 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and budget review, update of investment contributions and percentages, 
new balances report (Laura)   

• 12:10 AFS Level Committee briefings (Laurie-MGMT Committee, Gov Board, Eric-Membership) 

• 12:15 WDAFS Committee briefing-any new updates? (RPECC-Todd, FSC-Dan, NFC-Todd, ECP-Laurie, 
D&I-Eric, Membership-Eric) 

• 12:20 Student Representative Update (Kat) / Student Colloquium Plans 

• 12:25 Chapter Meeting Dates / Virtual VS In Person Updates, Advertisement of meetings in Tributary 

• 12:30  Update of meeting sponsorship request for the 2022 Canadian Conference for Fisheries Research and 
Canadian Society of Limnologists (Dan/Alf) 

• 12:35 Chapter briefings (roughly 1 minute/chapter) 

• 12:45 Spokane meeting update (Dan/Laurie) Call for Symposium update, Planning Progress  

• 12:50 RPECC Comment on Alaska Roadless Rule? (Todd/Dan) (or hold to officers portion of call) 

• 12:55 New or other business 

• 1:00   Adjourn 

• Important upcoming dates:   
• Small project grants due Feb 1, 2022  and awarded by March 1 
• Awards & scholarships, due March 1, 2022 and awarded by April 1 
• Travel grants due May 1, 2022 (grant application not yet finalized) 
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Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances by month for November 2021 
2. Mid-Year meeting notes with submitted edits 
3. Alaska Roadless Rule 60 Day Comment email 

 
 
 

WDAFS Officers Meeting AGENDA (1:00-2:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

 

• November Excom call follow-through 

• Tax prep proposal (Laura) 

• Officer nominations (Todd) 

• Chapter Annual General Meeting representation by Excom 

• Spokane meeting planning update (Dan/Laurie) 

• Google Workspace update 

• Other 

• Next meeting will be after next Excom meeting 
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Dan Brauch <danbrauchafs@gmail.com>

Fwd: USDA Forest Service Alaska Roadless Rule Repeal Update


Bob Hughes <hughes.bob@amnisopes.com> Tue, Nov 23, 2021 at 8:51 AM
To: Dan Brauch <danbrauchafs@gmail.com>, Joel Markis <jamarkis@alaska.edu>, Sue Mauger <sue@inletkeeper.org>

Is this something that the RPECC & AKAFS should be commenting on?
Is the AKAFS already commenting?

Thanks,
Bob

Robert M. Hughes
President, Stone Ridge Home Owners Association
Fellow, American Fisheries Society
Fellow, Society for Freshwater Science
Editor-in-Chief, Water Biology & Security

"We are in the beginning of a mass extinction, and all you can talk about is money and fairy tales of eternal economic growth. How dare you?"
(Greta Thunberg, UN General Assembly, September 2019)

I live on the traditional homeland of the Kalapuya people, who were forcibly removed to reservations in 1855, but Kalapuya culture still lives.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: USDA Forest Service <forestservice@public.govdelivery.com>

Date: Tue, Nov 23, 2021 at 5:06 AM

Subject: USDA Forest Service Alaska Roadless Rule Repeal Update

To: <hughes.bob@amnisopes.com>


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced it is taking steps to repeal the 2020 Alaska
Roadless Rule and restore protections to more than nine million acres of inventoried roadless areas on the
Tongass National Forest. The Alaska Roadless Rule, approved on Oct. 29, 2020, exempted the Tongass from
the 2001 Roadless Rule, which prohibited road construction, reconstruction and timber harvest in inventoried
roadless areas – with limited exceptions.

A proposed rule repealing the 2020 rule has been published for public comment.

 USDA determined that the underlying goals and purposes of the 2001 Roadless Rule continue to be a critical
part of conserving the resources of the Tongass, especially when it comes to the values that roadless areas
represent for local communities, Alaska Natives and the economy of Southeast Alaska. The decision to repeal
the 2020 Alaska Roadless Rule is based on the multiple ecologic, social, cultural and economic values supported
by roadless areas on the Tongass. More than 95% of commenters opposed exempting the Tongass from the
2001 Roadless Rule during the public comment periods leading up to the 2020 Alaska Roadless Rule.

 “Restoring the Tongass’ roadless protections supports the advancement of economic, ecologic and cultural
sustainability in Southeast Alaska in a manner that is guided by local voices,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack. “The proposed rule is considerate of Alaska’s Tribal Nations, community input, and builds on the region’s
economic drivers of tourism and fishing.”

 A 60-day comment period begins Nov. 23, 2021 with the publication of a proposal to repeal the 2020 Alaska
Roadless Rule. Comments can be submitted in the following ways:

Preferred: Submit electronically using the Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FS-2021-0007regulations.gov
Mail to: Alaska Roadless Rule, USDA Forest Service, P.O. Box 21628, Juneau, Alaska
99802–1628
Hand Delivery / Courier to: Alaska Roadless Rule, USDA Forest Service, 709 W. 9th Street,
Juneau, Alaska 99802
Email: fs.akrdlessrule@usda.gov

 Comments are encouraged on the proposed rule. Comments, including names and addresses, are placed in the
official record and are available for public inspection and copying. The public may inspect comments received at
www.regulations.gov.

 At 16.7 million acres, the Tongass National Forest is the largest national forest in the country and represents the
largest intact tract of coastal temperate rainforest on earth. The forest is within the traditional homelands of the
Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian peoples, holds more biomass per acre than any other rainforest in the world and
stores more carbon than any other national forest.

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber
Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the
subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com.

This service is provided to you at no charge by US Forest Service.

This email was sent to hughes.bob@amnisopes.com using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: USDA Forest Service
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