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Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee Call: Thursday, December 8, 2022 
Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84238044025?pwd=MW1OdTRvNjFVUDNSM2l3eUdaMVIzZz09 
To call in, dial 1-669-900-6833 then enter Meeting ID: 842 3804 4025 and Passcode: 507354 

Once on the call: *6 – mute or unmute 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, WA/BC, OR, ID, MT, CA/NV, UT, CO/WY, AZ/NM 

Notes 
 

Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Laurie Earley, WD President 
• Dan Brauch, WD Past President 
• Eric Fetherman, President-Elect 
• Julie Carter, Vice President 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary Treasurer 
• Brian Hickerson, AZ/NM Chapter 
• Erik Schoen, AK Chapter President-elect 
• Ashley Ficke, CO/WY Chapter 
• Kevin Meyer, ID Chapter President-elect 
• David Stagliano, MT Chapter 
• Dan Keller, UT Chapter 
• Chris Hirsch, OR Chapter  
• Jeff Fryer, WA/BC Chapter 
• Tim Grabowski, Pacific Islands Chapter 
• Bob Vadas, Washington DC Chapter - Guest 
 

Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
 A quorum was present. 
 
Motion: Approve August business meeting minutes 
Erik Schoen motioned to approve the November mid-year meeting notes. Dan Brauch seconded. No one 

opposed approval of the revised minutes. Notes approved.  
 
WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing (Laura) 
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o Laura Burckhardt (WD Secretary/Treasurer) reviewed the Treasurer report for December. The Charles 
Schwab CDs interest is not being included in the roll over and there may be a second account setup for 
the CDs. 

o Spokane income is estimated at $15,000 vs the original projection of $24,000.   
o We had not received 2020 dues rebate or Baltimore profits, Dan Cassidy will be sending a form for 

WDAFS to facilitate receipt of those funds. 

AFS briefing  
Membership – Meeting held on November 8th. Membership committee survey was reopened and will be 
discussed next month.  
Management Committee – Group discussed if a proxy should allowed and if multiple members represent the 
same Division then they only represent one vote. This will be discussed more.  

WDAFS Committee briefing (new updates: RPECC, FSC, NFC, ECP, D&I, MC) 

• No updates for RPECC and FSC 
• NFC – This is a special committee that is reauthorizing the committee annually. There is a purpose of 

NFC and committee will reach out to the Chapter committees. This year will be used to review the 
committee purpose and recruit new leadership. 

• ECP – planning two workshops this year. They will be reaching out to registered ECP members and 
looking for new committee members. Considering hosing continuing education course for ECP 
members. 

• D&I – Meeting scheduled for December 15 
• MC – Membership list is looking for a new manager 

Western Division Program Opportunities (Dan) 

• Feb 1 deadline for small project grants 
• Feb 24 deadline for award nominations and travel grants. Chapters are encourage to apply for 

outstanding chapter and student subunit awards 
 

Chapter briefings (roughly 1 minute/chapter) 
Special Question: Provide contact information for native fishes committee 

 
• WA/BC (Jeff) – Planning annual meeting. 

• UT (Dan) – Native Fish Contact: Sarah Seegert, sseegert@utah.gov. A session of the annual meeting 
will focus on native fish conservation. Planning annual meeting. 

• Pacific Islands (Tim) – Actively watching volcanic eruption. Still working on reaching out for officer 
nominations. Moving forward with trying to team with Hawaii Conservation Alliance to have fisheries 
focused sessions. 

• OR (Chris) – ORAFS Native Fish Committee Chair - Jim Capurso, James.capurso@usda.gov. Planning 
annual meeting. Tribal member free waiver. 

• MT (David) – Native Fish Contact: Tyler Haddix, thaddix@mt.gov. Met in November and discussed 
how to fund a best student paper award to attend WD AFS meeting. 

• CO/WY (Ashley) – Planning annual meeting. Theme is bracing uncertainty with a focus on intermittent 
streams. Western CO student subunit is finally official. 

• AZ/NM (Brian) - Planning annual meeting. Looking for website help. 
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• ID (Kevin) – Native Fish Contact: Dan Kenney cuttquest10@gmail.com, Cynthia Nau 
cynthia.nau@idfg.idaho.gov, Jeff Strait jeff.strait@idfg.idaho.gov. 

• CA/NV (Eva – submitted via email) – Cal Neva just had our retreat on 12/4 and we are working on 
planning our Long Beach annual meeting. The schedule at a glance should be out in the next few days. 
We are also working on getting the new AFS logo incorporated in our Chapter logo for merchandise 
ordering before the meeting in March. I also got our DEI survey questions and results together and will 
send that out to the people who requested that this weekend. 

• AK (Erik) – Planning annual meeting. Questions about how to manage the website 

New or other business 

• Two requests for funding for non-AFS meeting and a Latin America Meeting.  The Latin America 
conference will be delayed until January meeting. 

Attachments: 
1. Monthly financial statement / balances by month for end of November 2022 
2. Mid-year Meeting notes 
3. Trout meting sponsorship request 
4. LACFC Sponsorship request 
5. December Agenda 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:04 PM (MST). 
 
  

mailto:cuttquest10@gmail.com
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WDAFS Officers Meeting (2:05-3:00 PM MST) 
Dan, Eric, Laura, & Julie stayed on conference line 

• LACFC – Do not support this meeting due to profit reductions from Spokane 

• Committee representatives and finding replacements 

• Listserve – Tracy gave Julie a demo but WD AFS needs to get a new person to manage the list 
serve. Eric provided a potential volunteer. Laurie will follow-up with Tracy and reach out to the 
potential volunteer. 

• Native Fishes and SCCS discussions – A letter is being drafted to the Native Fishes committee 
charging them with finding a direction for the committee.  

• Spokane revenue sharing – Setup a meeting with Dan Cassidy and Jeff to do a final settling of income 
sharing for Spokane. AFS took out $180,000 to pay for staff (actually is $175,000), with this expense 
included in the Spokane Meeting MOU. This does reduce revenue to be shared by the units but reflects the 
increased AFS staff contribution to putting on a meeting.  This addition to meeting costs was something 
added and increased for the last few AFS meetings.  Eric and Laurie will have opportunity to discuss future 
AFS Meeting revenue sharing at upcoming Governing board meetings. 

• Officer representation at the Colorado/Wyoming Meeting – Eric will reach out to Tawni with ECP. 

• WDAFS Officer Nominations – Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer, and Student Rep will be revisited in 
January 

Adjourn at 3:00 pm MST 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 

Executive Committee Call: Thursday, December 10, 2022 
Start Time: 11:00 am AK time/ 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84238044025?pwd=MW1OdTRvNjFVUDNSM2l3eUdaMVIzZz09 
To call in, dial 1-669-900-6833 then enter Meeting ID: 842 3804 4025 and Passcode: 507354 

WDAFS Executive Committee AGENDA (12:00 PM-1:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 12:00 Roll call / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 12:03 Approval of mid-year Meeting notes 

• 12:05 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing and budget review and balances report (Laura)  

• 12:15 AFS Level Committee briefings (Management Committee, Governing Board, Membership) 

• 12:20 WDAFS Committee briefing-any new updates? (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Dan, 
Financial Sustainability-Laurie/Laura, Native Fishes-Dan, Early Career Professional-Eric, Diversity & 
Inclusion-Eric/Julie, Division Membership-Julie) 

• 12:25 Student Activities update (Jack) 

• 12:30 Western Division Program Opportunities (Dan) 

• 12:35 Chapter briefings (roughly 1 minute/chapter) – Include whether the chapter has a Native Fishes 
Committee 

• 12:45 New or other business 

• RAWA letter 
• WDAFS Requests of Support 
• AFS Snake River statement 

• Survey Results – Push off to next meeting if time is limited 

• 1:00   Adjourn 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. September Meeting notes 
3. AFS Snake River DRAFT statement 
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WDAFS Officers Meeting AGENDA (1:00-2:00 PM PT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• Native Fishes and SCCS discussions 

• Officer representation at the Colorado/Wyoming Meeting 

• Committee representatives and finding replacements 

• Student colloquium and activities 

• Spokane revenue sharing 

• WDAFS Officer nominations – Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer, and Student Rep (?) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 
 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – November 30, 2022 
 

Account Balances by Month 
 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 

Account 9/30/2022 
Balance 

10/31/2022 
Balance 

11/30/2022 
Balance     

    

Bank Accounts 
   

MACU CD Maturation December 
21 22 

10,938.31 10,940.64 10,940.64 

MACU CD Maturation October 9 
22 

10,924.47 0.00 0.00 

MACU Savings 984.64 1,909.95 1,909.95 
Wells Fargo Checking 27,053.70 24,847.85 18,290.86 
TOTAL Bank Accounts 49,901.12 37,698.44 31,141.45     

Investment Accounts 
   

Charles Schwab - Investments 517,956.79 495,343.02 504,588.59 
CDs at Charles Schwab 

   

CD: Bank of China (Due 
10/28/22, 0.9%) 

10,000.00 ? 
 

CD: Western Alliance (Due 2/14/23, 3.9%) 
 

10,000.00 
CD: AXOS Bank (Due 2/13/23, 
2.8%) 

 
10,000.00 10,000.00 

TOTAL Investment Accounts 517,956.79 495,343.02 524,588.59     

OVERALL TOTAL 567,857.91 533,041.46 555,730.04 
 
 
Note: 12/5/2022: The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD. The interest 
amount and resulting change in WD ownership in Table 2 is under review.
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Investment Account 
Table 2 displays the current Unit ownership in the Investment account. The activity is summarized 
below. 
 

1. On October 24, 2022, WD transferred $10,000 into the Investment account for the purchase of a 6-
month CD. The CD is not part of the shared investment account. No change to the percent 
ownership was made. 

2. WD AFS had a CD mature at MACU on October 28, 2022 and was reinvested on November 13, 
2022 

3. The Bank of China CD automatically renewed into the AXOS Bank CD on November 14, 2022. The 
interest amount and resulting change in WD ownership in Table 2 is under review. 

 
Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investment Account  

 
Percent 
Ownership 9/30/2022 
Western Division 42.56% 
AZ/NM Chapter 4.50% 
CO/WY Chapter 13.05% 
Idaho Chapter 9.22% 
Utah Chapter 5.33% 
WA-BC Chapter 8.21% 
CSU Student 
Subunit 0.00% 
Fish Culture Section 16.18% 
Student Travel 
Fund 3.53% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions 

 
 
  



Table 3 continue. Checking Account Transactions 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY23 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
 
Table 4. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions. 
 

 



 
Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2023 budget and transactions.

 

Fiscal Year 2023 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. The account balance as of 
11/30/2022 was $2,187.97. No transactions have occurred this fiscal year. 
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Laurie Earley <president@wdafs.org>

Trout meeting
2 messages

Laurie Earley <president@wdafs.org> Thu, Oct 27, 2022 at 8:27 PM
To: benjamin.kissinger@ucalgary.ca

Hi Ben, 

I received your message about assistance for your upcoming meeting. We have a meeting next weekend. Could you provide me
with some more information about your request? 

Thanks!
Laurie


-------------
Laurie Earley, she/her
President
Western Division
American Fisheries Society
530-355-3390

Benjamin Kissinger <benjamin.kissinger@ucalgary.ca> Fri, Oct 28, 2022 at 10:26 AM
To: Laurie Earley <president@wdafs.org>

Hi Laurie,

 

Thanks for getting back to me. Below is a bit more background on the need for the meeting and some of it’s goals and
objectives.

 

Three, species in Alberta have been recently (~ last 5 years) listed as threatened under the Canadian Species at Risk Act, bull
trout, Athabasca rainbow trout, and Westslope cutthroat trout. The
cause for their listing is similar to many western fish species
being impacted by cumulative effects: climate change, non-native introductions, angling mortality, habitat loss, sedimentation,
and loss of connectivity etc… With these designations comes the
need to create recovery plans and focus research. Due to this
we have numerous stakeholders pursuing various initiatives and have come to realise that we would benefit from a workshop /
symposium to tackle these two goals: 1. Present and discuss research and
initiatives that are occurring in AB (i.e., regional
knowledge sharing), 2. Facilitate mediated discussions on topics of interest and concern (see list below). Since the US has led
the way in implementing native trout recovery actions we plan to invite a variety
of experts from throughout North America to
help showcase and discuss successes associated to topics of interest.

 

Topics of interest included:

1. Modeling cumulative effects
2. Genetics and fish stocking / translocations    
3. Angling mortality
4. Non-native fish removals
5. Climate change and temperature monitoring
6. Habitat reclamation    

Since this is the first year we intend to keep the invitation somewhat limited as we do not know how may individuals will be
interested and that can impact where it occurs and how it is structured.
As of now we expect between 50 -70 individuals to
attend from academia (U of C, U of A, U of L…), government (DFO, AEP, ACA…), indigenous groups, NGO (Trout Unlimited,
Cows and Fish…), and invited speakers. If this is successful, we may chose to make this
an annual or biannual meeting.
Requested funds would go towards invited speaker  costs for travel and accommodations. If you need more information let me
know. The lead for this workshop is Dr. Andrew Paul with Alberta’s Office of the Chief Scientist.

https://wdafs.org/
https://fisheries.org/
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Cheers,

Ben

 

 

 

 

 

From: Laurie Earley <president@wdafs.org>


Sent: October 27, 2022 6:27 PM

To: Benjamin Kissinger <benjamin.kissinger@ucalgary.ca>

Subject: Trout meeting

 

[△EXTERNAL]

[Quoted text hidden]

mailto:president@wdafs.org
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The LACFC will bring together fisheries professionals 
and students from across the Western Hemisphere to 
address key issues in fisheries management and aquatic 
conservation.  We welcome all people interested in fisheries science, management and conservatio
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean to join us at the Congress, which will include traditiona
science presentations, training opportunities, student events, a trade show and more. Topics in marine
estuarine, and freshwater fisheries management; commercial, subsistence, and sport fishing; cultura
and historical roles of fish and fisheries; impacts on water and fish populations from energy, resourc
extraction, and land use; native and nonnative fisheries; the intersection of traditional cultural knowledg
and western research practices; and the role of the many publics who rely on or enjoy aquatic resource
will be addressed by leaders in their field.






LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN FISHERIES
CONGRESS 2023

MAY 15-18, 2023

Cancun, 
MexicoCONSERVATION IN FISHERIES

Contacts:
Trevor Eakes: trevor.eakes@ecowb.org
Douglas Austen: dausten@fisheries.org



Supporters: 



There is a long precedent in the fisheries for
international collaboration to face cross-national
issues such as with migratory fish and open ocean
fisheries. This has occurred through multilateral
collaborations which extend not only to treaties and
promises but also to the formation of shared
communities to establish mutual understanding and
support. Such communities like the American Fisheries
Society are more important than ever in the face of a
common set of challenges that Latin America and the
Caribbean face together in order to protect and manage
some of the most biodiverse and productive aquatic
ecosystems our earth contains.




How to Participate 



-Submit symposia, innovative events, and
workshops: https://lacfc.fisheries.org/call-for-

sessions/



-Presenting: The call for abstracts will open in
January of 2023.



-Attending: Early Registration opens in XXX



-Early Registration of interest: join our mailing list

to receive updates and information about the
Congress. 



-Becoming a supporting member: If your business
or organization would like to get involved please
contact us and review the available sponsorship

opportunities:
https://lacfc.fisheries.org/sponsors/



-Interested in joining but in need of travel

support? Complete the needs-based survey:





Benefits of Collaboration 

 
Can result in both an information and material exchange

between researchers, managers and fishing companies that can
improve economic and environmental outcomes.



Establish needs, and a shared appreciation of common issues

and challenges.



 Mutual support building towards the formation or strengthening
of regional and international partnerships.



  Coordinate response to long-term anthropologic risks to

fishery conservation.



  Highlight socio-cultural values of small-scale fisheries and
their associated communities.




Key Themes
Fisheries Sustainable Management

Transboundary Migratory Fish Conservation

Amazonian Freshwater Fish Conservation

Eco-Tourism And Fisheries

Fisheries Improvement Projects (Fips)

Small Pelagics

Rural Fisheries Assessment

Climate Change Impact On Fisheries

Hidden Harvest, Marine Plastics In Seafood

And Much More!

https://lacfc.fisheries.org/sponsors/


 
Sponsorship of the LACFC 2023 meeting and 

Advertising Packages 
 
Patron           $250 USD 

• Organization included in the website of the meeting and in Fisheries 
• Recognition in conference materials (such as website and signage) 
• Discuss alternative options not listed at other sponsor levels 

 
Bronze           $1,500 USD 

• Recognition on the meeting website and online for virtual assistants 
• Organization name on the meeting t-shirt 
• Signage in the registration and Exhibit Hall 
• One (1) complimentary meeting registration for staff or customer 

 
Silver           
 $2,500 USD 

• Bronze level benefits plus: 
• Logo on the meeting t-shirt 
• Link to your organization's website + logo on the meeting website 
• An additional meeting registration (2) for staff or customers  

  
Gold           $5,000 USD 

• Benefits of silver level plus: 
• Tradeshow booth 
• Logo on the holding slides for plenary sessions 
• Video (up to 2 minutes) uploaded to the meeting website 
• An additional registration at the meeting (3) for staff or customers 

 
Platinum          $10,000 USD 

• Benefits of gold level plus: 
• Your organization logo on the virtual meeting website program 
• Recognition in Fisheries with a half-page advertisement  
• ‘Tech talk’ or virtual workshop (up to 20 minutes) live and on demand 
• Two additional meeting registrations (5) for staff or customers 

 
Titanium                   $20,000+ USD 

• Benefits of the Platinum level plus: 
• To be determined 

 
 
Not seeing what you're looking for or want to group various sponsorship opportunities together? 
Let us help you create a customized plan to meet your organization's needs and receive a value 
discount. 
 



Thought Leadership Opportunities 
Take the exclusive opportunity to contribute to the scientific exchange taking place at the 
conference. Secure your place as a market leader or introduce new products or technologies 
through topic-specific workshops, Tech Talks and more. These sponsorship options allow your 
organization to support and contribute to the collaboration and knowledge sharing that takes 
place at the AFS Annual Meeting.  
 

▪ Plenary Session Sponsorship             $10,000/per session 
These are our most exclusive opportunities. There are only three events to highlight your 
organization during one of the AFS plenary talks. Sponsors are invited to make brief 
comments and will address the event's largest audience. These programs are designed 
to be educational, festive, and focused. Many of our conference days begin with a lively 
and well-attended plenary session. No other programming is foreseen for the Plenary 
Sessions. Benefits of Platinum sponsorship. 

 
▪ Scientific Symposium           $2,500 USD/per symposium 

A full list of approved scientific symposia is available on the meeting website. These 
opportunities are a great way to support specific topics or areas of interest to your 
organization and the people showcasing your science. Benefits of Silver sponsorship. 
 

▪ Technical Talks*                    $2,000 USD/20 minutes 
Designed to be both educational and promotional, Technical Talks gives organizations 
time to explain, exhibit, and introduce developments, advancements, and products in 
front of conference attendees. These sessions will take place at the Trade Show. Each 
technical talk is limited to 20 minutes; however, organizations are not limited to the 
number of Technical Talks they can organize. * complimentary for paid exhibitors. 
Benefits of Bronze sponsorship. 
 

▪ Workshops/Panel Discussions            $1,500 USD/per workshop 
These events are specialized sessions on pressing and current issues that allow you to 
reach a very specific audience. Benefits of Bronze sponsorship. 
 

▪ Professional Development (Continuing Education)               $2,000/per class 
These full-day or half-day courses offer attendees the opportunity to advance their 
professional skills on a variety of critical topics.  Courses will take place the day before 
the official start of the meeting (Monday, May 15), to allow for more time to delve deeper 
into these fisheries-related topics. Sponsorship will advance professional fisheries 
management in the region. Past courses have included: Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS), Electrofishing Methods, and Database Design and Applications. 

 
Opportunities for public participation 

• Trade Show Booth- $1,950 USD 
• Welcome event and reception $10,000 USD exclusive; 4 sponsors- $2,500 USD 
• Exclusive $10,000 USD trade show networking event; 4 sponsors- $2,500 USD 
• Student Networking Event- $5,000 USD 
• Snack break (a.m. or p.m.)- $3,500 USD/per break 
• Opportunities for Virtual Assistants- $2,500 USD 
• Grand Event- $15,000 USD * 

(* discount for existing eligible sponsors) 
 
 



 
Brand Boost Opportunities 

• Mobile App Welcome Page $10,000 USD 
• Mobile App Banners $2,500 USD (3 available) 
• meeting $1,500 USD + cord cost Delivery of 
• registration $500 USD each 
• Meter board signs (in hotel, showroom, etc.) from $500 USD 
• Other options through hotels Contact us! 

Sponsorships are tax deductible up to the legal limit as defined by local tax laws.  

To secure your sponsorship or for more information, visit 
https://lacfc.fisheries.org/ or contact: Jenna Hanks, jhanks@fisheries.org. 

 
 

https://lacfc.fisheries.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=jhanks@fisheries.org
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