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PRESIDENT'S HOOK

Dan Brauch & Alf Haukenes

Greetings from the Presidents of WA-BC Chapter and
Western Division of AFS

Well], it’s time. We've all known the meeting has been
on the calendar for some time and hopeful that the
event would not be derailed by another bout of
COVID. However, the AFS Annual Meeting in Spo-
kane has taken shape. We are excited about the pro-
gram and hope all of you are considering registering
and attending the event. This AFS meeting will be
important as face-to-face interactions among our
membership have been muted over the past two
years. While technology has allowed for great gains
in virtual connectivity, the absence of in person en-
gagement with our AFS family has taken a toll and we
look forward to our annual meeting as a place where
these interactions can occur again. A broad range of
specific disciplines will be covered by continuing ed-
ucation workshops, symposia and contributed talks
that provide something for all our multidisciplinary
family to connect with at one of the several social
events also planned.

Spokane will provide a great location to recon-

nect. Spokane, part of the unceded lands of the Spo-
kane Tribe, provides a gathering place on the spaces
adjacent to the Spokane Falls. Our meeting will be
held at the Spokane Convention Center, Riverfront
Park, and Pavilion, the site of the 1974 World’s Fair,
the International Exposition on the Environment. We
are excited to work with the City of Spokane to make
your time in Spokane meaningful beginning with our
opening social on Sunday night, August 21 and end-
ing at the Grand Networking Event at the Pavilion on
August 25th. We also are excited to offer 12 continu-
ing education sessions and workshops on the open-
ing weekend, August 20 and 21st. The meeting’s
broad theme, “What Do Fish Mean to Us” will allow
for fisheries professionals and enthusiasts to come
together to share diverse perspectives on fish and
fisheries. Other exciting events include the 2022
Aquatic Film and Photography Festival, where we
will be exhibiting many great films and photo sub-
missions during two viewing sessions and, of course,
a Spawning Run and Carcass Crawl. We are also ex-
cited to host the Climate Communications Training
Track Program at the Spokane meeting, a program
that will help attendees to develop skills and profi-
ciencies needed for meaningful dialogues on the im-

pacts that our changing climate is having on our fish-
eries science and aquatic resources.

As Presidents of the host chapter and the division we
have been humbled by the level of volunteer support
by our membership in planning this meeting. Each of
the associated events of our meeting require an enor-
mous amount of thought and planning and it has
been a compressed schedule as the Baltimore meet-
ing was completed later in the fall of 2021. In fact,
it's just been within the last few weeks that we could
safely say. "this looks like a meeting”. None of this
progress could have been accomplished without the
energy provided by the army of members volunteer-
ing their time. While the annual meeting structure is
familiar, it is the people volunteering their time and
planning various events and activities that will have
created special memories from Spokane for our
membership. A special thank you to all the folks ac-
tive on the numerous committees that have built this
meeting.

Finally, like any family there are always new mem-
bers arriving to the fold. Like many of us the AFS an-
nual meeting will be their first experience at a Society
meeting. Please seek these first timers out and make
them feel welcome. We will rely on them as we grow
older to continue the traditions developed by the
generations of AFS members before us. To these new
members of the family, veterans of this meeting look
forward to these conversations and please remem-
ber, Alf’s not nearly as grumpy as he looks.

So, see ya in Spokane.

Alf Haukenes and Dan Brauch
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WDAFS MISSION/VISION STATEMENTS

WDAFS MISSION: The mission of the Western Di-
vision of the American Fisheries Society is to: 1) im-
prove the conservation and sustainability of unique
fishery resources and aquatic ecosystems in western
North America by advancing fisheries and aquatic
science and promoting the development of fisheries
professionals, and 2) serving as an effective bridge
between the Society and Chapters within the West-
ern Division, promoting communication among and
support of the Chapters and membership, and being
the American Fisheries Society’s representative to
the public in western North America.

WDAFS VISION: The Western Division of the
American Fisheries Society seeks to be recognized as
the pre-eminent organization providing fisheries in-
formation to decision makers in all arenas of western
North America. While fulfilling our vision, we will
recruit and develop new fisheries professionals by
offering learning and training opportunities crucial to
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maintaining a well-trained profession, support pro-
grams and efforts to increase diversity and inclusion,
and enhance the value of American Fisheries Society
professional certification.

WDAFS SLOGAN: Advancing fisheries and aquatic
science and professionals in western North America.

WDAFS CHALLENGE: Ignorance of fisheries and
aquatic ecosystems is our arch enemy. We will fight
against ignorance by communicating science to other
scientists, decision makers, influencers, and the Pub-
lic, and we will advocate for conducting and using
science to achieve sound management and policy de-
cisions. We will expose suppression and misuse of
science and enhance scientific credibility by attempt-
ing to maintain purity of the scientific enterprise. It
is our hope that elevating science will help influenc-
ers and decision makers to achieve what is best for
current and future generations.
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UPCOMING 2022 WDAFS MEETING

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Please see this link for the Schedule at a Glance for

change, more meetings will be added and schedule

the upcoming 2022 WDAFS meeting. Times subject to will be updated periodically.

MODERATORS NEEDED!

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO NETWORK AND CONTRIBUTE
AT THE 2022 AFS MEETING IN SPOKANE? Be a moderator
for a contributed paper session. One of the best ways to
develop your professional network is to act as a session
moderator at a conference in your field. Not only does this
associate your name with a topic area, but you'll also have
the opportunity to connect with your peers and meet top
researchers in your field. The Program Committee is seek-
ing moderators for over 20 Contributed Paper Sessions.

There are a variety of sessions covering many topics and
sessions are available throughout the week. If interested
in volunteering please contact Brian Missildine
(Brian.Missildine@dfw.wa.gov) and Jeff Fryer
(fryj@critfc.org) ASAP. Moderating is a great skill to hone.
Don’t worry if you have not moderated before - we’ll pro-
vide tips and guidelines. Plus it’s rewarding to contribute
to a well-run session. We couldn’t have a successful meet-
ing without our volunteer moderators. Thank you!

AQUATIC FILM & PHOTOGRAPHY FESTIVAL

Join us for the 2022 Aquatic Film and Photo Festival
during one of two showings at Spokane. Thanks

to our contributors who have submitted 36 films and
91 photos for this year's event! Top films will be
played during the in-person events in Spokane, but
all films submitted will be available for online view-
ing to registered attendees.

[FFICRAL SELECTION

American Fisheries Sociaty 1
Aqualtic Film and
, Phaoto Festival

CONTINUING EDUCATION OFFERINGS

Please see below for a list of Continuing Education
courses to be offered. The courses below are current-
ly scheduled as live, in-person courses in Spokane,
Washington, except where noted. AFS will notify reg-
istrants of any course schedule changes due to travel
restrictions. Check back here often - courses will be
added to the schedule as additional speakers confirm
their participation.

Saturday , August 20th

- Bayesian I: Introductory Bayesian Inference with
JAGS for Fish Biologists

- Introductory ArcGIS/QGIS for Fisheries Biologists
- Advanced ArcGIS/QGIS for Fisheries Biologists
Sunday, August 21st.

- Bayesian II: Intermediate Bayesian Inference with
JAGS for Fish Biologists

- Electrofishing Measurements and Methods (EMM)
- Database Concepts, Design, and Application in Wild-

life and Fisheries Science

- Lamprey Habitat, Passage, and Importance - morn-
ing session™*

- Lamprey Biology & Field Survey - afternoon session
- Using ggplot in R for Data Visualization

- Cultural Competency and Relevancy in Natural Re-
source Science

- Engaging New Audiences with Hands-on Fisheries
Education

Virtual Continuing Education Courses

- Introduction to Instream and Insalmo, Salmonid
Models for Instream Flow and Temperature Assess-
ment and Habitat Restoration Design

- Quick Start to Mastering Online Meetings - Easy
Ways to Improve Virtual Meetings


mailto:Brian.Missildine@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:fryj@critfc.org
https://afsannualmeeting.fisheries.org/continuing-education-courses/
https://afsannualmeeting.fisheries.org/schedule-at-a-glance/

Tributary

SUMMER 2022

WDAFS COMMITTEE UPDATES

Diversity & Inclusion Committee

Laura Slater & Emily Chen (WDAFS Diversity & Inclusion Committee)

Co-chair Wanted: The Diversity and Inclusion Com-
mittee is looking for a new co-chair starting in Au-
gust. Interested members should email co-chair Emi-
ly Chen (diversityinclusion@wdafs.org) for further
information.

AFS/Western Division/WA-BC Annual Meeting, Spo-
kane 2022

Multiple events (speakers, symposia, socials) at the
Annual Meeting in Spokane will have emphasis on
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Justice, and Access. Look
out for our booth at the annual meeting!

Join Our Committee

contact diversityinclusion@wdafs.org to be added to
listserv

Upcoming Events

Next Committee Meeting July 15, 2022 9AM PST

- Working Groups

- Conference Planning

- Education and Training

- Visibility and Awards

- Equity and Access

- Outreach and Recruitment

Resource Policy & Environmental Concerns Committee

Bob Hughes (WDAFS Resource Policy & Environmental Concerns Committee)

The Resource Policy & Environmental Concerns
Committee (RPECC), together with an expert com-
mittee, published its manuscript evaluating the fish-
eries science behind lower Snake River dam breach-
ing in Water Biology & Security (available at:
doi.org/10.1016/j.watbs.2022.100030). A subset of
the RPECC reviewed an amici curiae brief regarding
Waters of the US for AFS and the Consortium of
Aquatic Scientific Societies. The review had limited
distribution because of the legal status of the brief.
The RPECC has organized a special session

(sponsored by the Western Division, AFS Water Qual-
ity Section, AFS Fish Habitat Session, AFS Bioengi-
neering Section, and AFS Invasive & Introduced Fish-
es Section) entitled “Ecological Monitoring and Deci-
sion-Making Regarding Barriers and Barrier Remov-
als” for the 2022 Society annual meeting in Spokane.
It features general principles of fragmentation, dam
removal, fish biology related to barriers, dams vs.
natives & non-natives, and bioacoustic & electrical
barriers.

Western Native Fishes Committee

Timothy D’Amico & Luke Schultz (WDAFS Western Native Fishes Committee)

The WDAFS Western Native Fishes Committee is
looking forward to hosting our annual symposium at
the upcoming 2022 meeting in Spokane, WA. As ex-
pected, we have received submitted abstracts from a
wide range of diverse taxa, from salmonids to suck-
ers. We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all
those who contributed presentations to our symposi-

um and look forward to a great meeting. Additionally,
we have updated relevant literature for nearly all
taxa housed in our Native Fishes Database and are
currently working with a new cohort of employees at
Databasin to find solutions to update the spatial data.
For those interested in joining the Western Native
Fishes committee, please feel free to contact us.


mailto:diversityinclusion@wdafs.org
doi.org/10.1016/j.watbs.2022.100030
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WDAFS SMALL PROJECT GRANTS

Fisheries Posters for Classrooms

(Emily Chen, UC Berkley)

The stories of historical figures such as Charles Dar-

Meeting in Spokane this August. Look for our booth

win and John Muir have inspired generations of natu- in Spokane!

ral scientists. Although there are abundant stories of
white naturalists, prominent stories that are of peo-

ple of color are sparse. Telling and elevating the sto-
ries of naturalists from different backgrounds is

needed to attract a broader demographic of people to

the field. For children, having scientists and role
models that look like them can be critical for envi-

sioning themselves in the field and developing an en-

thusiasm for science. Our project tells the stories of
prominent scientists of color, through posters, to
middle schoolers and beyond.

With funding from the Western Division’s Small Pro-

jects Grant, we designed and printed two posters that

teaches concepts in biology and environmental sci-
ence through the life story and research of a person
of color. We are distributing these posters to middle
schools in the San Francisco Bay Area. Additionally,
we will be showcasing the posters at the AFS Annual

Fisheries Posters for Classrooms at the Salmonid
Restoration Federation Conference, Santa Cruz, CA,
April 2022.

WDAFS Archives

Eric Wagner

A recent request for archival information has shown
that abstracts for the 2008 WDAFS annual meeting
are lacking in the archives. If anyone has those files
or file, please send them to Eric Wagner at
fishcreekut@gmail.com or via snail mail to 280 West
Center, Logan, UT 84321. Also, for past presidents
and excom members, if you have archival materials,
please send those along as well. Thanks to the hard

work of Travis Neebling, much of this is now availa-
ble on the WDAFS website, but there are

gaps. Things to archive would include external cor-
respondence like position letters, formal resolutions,
excom and annual meeting agenda/minutes, meeting
abstracts and programs, award details, grant awards,
budgets, and the like.

Salvelinus confluentus Curiosity Society

Dan Brewer

The Salvelinus confluentus Curiosity Society (ScCS)
meeting will once again be held in-person!

This year’s meeting will be held on the east side of
the continental divide in a cross-boundary water-
shed. We have reserved a loop at the Divide Creek

Campground located in the “town” of St. Mary, Mon-
tana, just outside of Glacier National Park. Details on
the Divide Creek Campground and surrounding area
can be found at http://
www.dividecreekcampground.com/



mailto:fishcreekut@gmail.com
http://www.dividecreekcampground.com/
http://www.dividecreekcampground.com/
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Salvelinus confluentus Curiosity Society, cont.

Dan Brewer

Registration is now open and will close September 1:
Salvelinus Confluentus Curiosity Society -

2022 Annual Meeting Tickets, Tue, Sep 13, 2022 at
12:00 PM | Eventbrite

This year’s meeting will follow the patented format
of past meetings and begin at 11:30 Tuesday Septem-
ber 13 with presentations into the early evening. Day
two consists of a full day in the field. Day three con-
sists of another round of presentations ending
around noon. Registration includes dinner on Tues-
day and Wednesday, breakfast on Wednesday and
Thursday, and a sack lunch on the field day (Wed).
Menu items include pizza, indian tacos, grab-n-go
cold breakfast, sandwiches/chips, and a breakfast
burrito. Registration also covers tent camping site for
Tuesday and Wednesday night. We have limited op-
tions to provide for special dietary needs (meatless is
all we can offer). The presentation “facility” is primi-
tive and will consist of a large tent or garage bay.

Being true to the roots of the ScCS we will be using
the meeting as an opportunity to collect some field

CURIO
SOCIETY

data, learn about the St. Mary, catch-up on the latest
research and recovery successes. Consider this an-
nouncement a call for presentations. In addition to
talks on the local area and recent bull trout research
we would like to also consider short talks on your
recovery efforts. These maybe be short 10-15-
minute presentations aimed at facilitating a deeper
dive around the campfire. The planning committee
looks forward to seeing you all on the Eastside. Field
Day (Wednesday, September 14): We are in the pro-
cess of finalizing field options, but anticipate activi-
ties that may include wading, snorkeling, electrofish-
ing, angling and or field reviews of bull trout projects.
The Eventbright page will be updated as the event
draws nearer, with news on field activity options,
speakers, and an event program, so stay tuned...

If you have questions, feel free to send your ques-
tions to sccs@wdafs.org

**+*Please be aware we are in grizzly bear coun-
ry****

Proper food storage and bear spray are necessities

SITY
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Meet Your WDAFS Officers

President: Dan Brauch
Hometown: Meeker, CO
Education: B.S, Colorado State
University

Employer: Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, Gunnison, CO
Interests: Looking forward to
travelling more and hopeful
that Covid related travel con-
cerns are soon part of our
past! I enjoy hiking, hunting,
fishing, and seeing the awe-
some scenery throughout much
of the West with my family.

Vice President: Eric Fetherman
Hometown: Lakewood, CO

Education: B.S., Colorado State University; M.S., Colorado

State University; Ph.D., Colorado State University

Employer: Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Fort Collins, CO
Interests: 1 enjoy hiking and backpacking with my wife,

especially in Rocky Mountain National Park on any free

weekend we can find, as
well as hunting, fishing,
birdwatching, and pho-
tography. Looking for-
ward to attending football
games (Denver Broncos
and CSU Rams) in person
again this fall!

Secretary-Treasurer: Laura Burckhardt
Hometown: Casper, WY
Education: M.S, University of Arizona

Employer: Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Cody

Wyoming
Interests: 1 enjoy exploring nature. Including hiking,

kayaking, rafting, paddleboarding, backpacklng, camp—

ing, skiing, fishing,
hunting, harvesting
and preserving my
own food. I also enjoy
helping kids learn to
love and take care of
our natural resources.

8

. Employer: U.S. Fish and

& Interests: Underwater pho-

& tography, Biblical archae-
iy ology, Krav Maga, human
# powered transportation,

President-Elect: Laurie Earley
Hometown: Colchester, VT

‘ Education: B.S., University of Rhode Island; M.S,,

Auburn University

Wildlife Service, Red
Bluff, CA

Interests: Outdoor rec-
reation, traveling, gar-
dening, cooking, and
live music. More re-
cently preparing for
our new addition to the
family.

Past-President: Todd Pearsons

Hometown: Woodland Hills, CA (via Boston, MA)
Education: B.A., University of California at Santa
Barbara; M. S., and PhD,
Oregon State University
Employer: Grant County
Public Utility District
(Science), Ephrata, WA

surfing, gigging on drums
and blues harmonica, pale-
ontology

Student Representative: Kat Dale
Hometown: Hereford, PA

Education: B.S., University of Miami (FL)
Employer: PhD student at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz

Interests: Outside of ma-

rine science and fish
things, I am obsessed
with all things bikes!
also love geocaching,
skiing, and staying up
too late reading books.




