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PRESIDENT’S	HOOK	
Hello	Western	Division	

I	 hope	 your	 spring	 field	 season	 is	
going	 smoothly	 and	 that	 you	 are	
geared	up	for	a	great	summer	in	the	
west.	 	 We	 just	 wrapped	 up	 our	
Western	 Division	 meeting	 in	
Anchorage	 with	 over	 500	 in	
attendance		We	were	even	fortunate	
to	 have	 a	 few	 celebrities.	 	 In	 the	
picture	 are	 Stan	 and	 Charlie	 from	
the	Discovery	Channel’s	Yukon	Men.		
Great	guys	and	very	humble.		I	also	
met	 Nancy	 Hillstrand-mother	 of	 the	 captains	 of	
the	fishing	vessel	Time	Bandit	which	can	be	seen	
on	 another	 Discovery	 Channel	 show	 Deadliest	
Catch.		Why	do	I	mention	these	folks?		Well	when	
it	comes	down	to	it,	they	are	the	recipients	of	all	
the	 science	 we	 do.	 	 Stan	 and	 Charlie	 are	
subsistence	 fishers	 and	 Nancy	 owns	 a	 fish	
processing	 plant.	 	 In	 fact,	 Aaron	Martin	 (Alaska	
Chapter	 President)	 mentioned	 that	 the	 USFWS	
works	with	Stan	to	help	understand	the	status	of	
salmon	and	whitefish	species	in	the	Yukon	for	the	
past	25	years.		Talk	about	a	great	partnership!	

My	 term	 as	 your	 president	 is	 slowly	 winding	
down.		As	you	may	know,	the	WD	officers	change	
over	 at	 the	AFS	 annual	 business	meeting	which	
this	year	is	in	Atlantic	City.		I	hope	to	see	some	of	
you	there.		I	think	I	accomplished	most	of	what	I	
set	out	to	do.		We	have	a	couple	new	committees,	
we	are	financially	sound,	we	had	a	great	meeting	
in	Alaska,	our	student	rep	is	now	a	voting	member	
of	 the	 ExComm,	 and	 I	 have	 started	 conference	

calls	with	our	student	sub	units	and	the	other	AFS	
division	presidents.		As	this	turn-over	of	officers	
occurs,	I	want	to	welcome	Todd	Pearsons	as	our	
incoming	 Vice	 President	 and	 to	 thank	 our	 Past	
President	Cleve	for	all	of	his	work	over	the	last	4	
years.	 	 I	 know	 I	 leave	 you	 in	 good	 hands	 with	
Jackie,	Dan,	Todd,	Tracy,	and	Britta	but	never	fear,	
I	will	take	over	the	Past	President’s	role	so	I	will	
still	be	involved.	

Finally,	I	want	to	thank	the	Alaska	Chapter	and	the	
countless	 volunteers	 for	 making	 the	 meeting	
successful.		We	can’t	run	these	meetings	without	
the	 volunteers,	 which	 leads	 me	 to	 our	 next	
meeting.	 	 The	 Cal-Neva	 chapter	 along	 with	 the	
Western	 Division	 will	 be	 hosting	 the	 national	
meeting	in	Reno,	Nevada	in	conjunction	with	The	
Wildlife	Society.		So	stay	tuned,	we	will	be	needing	
your	help	to	showcase	the	West.	

	

Brian	Missildine	
WDAFS	President	
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EDITORIAL	

Planting	Willows,	Saving	Fish	
It wouldn’t surprise most fisheries professionals 
to hear that many members of the public do not 
understand the connection between habitat and 
the health of fish populations.  

“All the Bitter Root Water Forum cares about is 
planting willows,” read the comments section.  

As evidenced by the comment from a less-than-
enamored local, non-profit organizations 
experience the very same misunderstandings. But that hasn’t stopped Heather Barber, executive director of the 
Bitterroot Water Forum (BRWF) in Hamilton, Montana, from working with landowners to restore fisheries in the 
tributaries of the Bitterroot River. Founded in 1994 by a handful of local women interested in learning more about 
the Bitterroot, the BRWF has evolved into an incredibly effective organization, operating with only two full-time 
employees and one rotating AmeriCorps volunteer. In recognition of their work, the Montana Chapter of AFS 
awarded the BRWF with their “Organization of the Year Award” in 2016.  

But how does such a small organization become so lauded among the scientific community? According to Barber, 
one of the keys to their success is having an advisory board made up of experts in different technical areas: 
fisheries, riparian vegetation, hydrology, etc. Another strength of the BRWF becomes clear when talking to 
Barber. Her and her team’s interpersonal skills are hard to rival. While a few of restoration projects undertaken 
by the organization are at the behest of landowners, the majority are initiated by the BRWF. That makes 
communication and good relations with the agricultural community crucial to their operation.  

“We have way more common 
ground with landowners than most 
people realize,” says Barber. 
“Nobody wants to see the 
tributaries or their fisheries dry 
up.” And, in such a politically 
divisive time, the ability to see 
those common goals can form the 
basis for real on-the-ground 
change.  

Working on seven different 
tributary systems of the Bitterroot 
River, the BRWF has completed 
numerous streamside vegetation 
projects to prevent bank erosion, 

worked with ranchers to fence riparian areas, and helped restore unused logging roads. 

According to Barber, “many of the Bitterroot’s problems do not come from a single source. Environmentally, it’s 
more like death by a thousand cuts. That means there are no quick fixes. We are playing the long game here.”  

For more information, visit www.brwaterforum.org. 

Niall G. Clancy, Tributary Co-Editor 
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JOURNAL	FEATURE	
North	American	Journal	of	Fisheries	Management		
	

A	Mark–Recapture-Based	Approach	for	Estimating	Angler	Harvest	
Jon	M.	Hansen	and	Robert	W.	Van	Kirk

Abstract:	

Fishing	 effort	 in	 “traditional”	 creel	 surveys	 is	
derived	frominstantaneous	angler	counts,	which	
in	 some	 fisheries	 can	 carry	 ahigh	 cost	 in	
personnel	 time,	 resources,	 and	 safety.	 To	
estimateangler	 effort	 more	 efficiently	 and	 at	
lower	cost,	we	used	mark–recapture	methods	to	
estimate	 weekly	 angler	 populations	 in	
Pacificsalmon	Oncorhynchus	 spp.	 and	 steelhead	
O.	 mykiss	 fisheries	 onthe	 Salmon	 River,	 Idaho.	
Weekly	 harvest	 estimates	 were	 the	 pro-duct	 of	
weekly	angler	population,	mean	number	of	days	
fished	perangler	per	week,	and	mean	harvest	per	
angler	 per	 day.	 We	 com-pared	 traditional	 and	
mark–recapture	 estimates	 of	 weekly	
harvestusing	 paired	 analysis	 on	 a	 sample	 of	 48	
weeks.	 We	 found	 no	 sig-nificant	 difference	 in	
harvest	estimates	between	traditional	andmark–
recapture	 methods,	 and	 the	 mark–recapture	
estimates	 in	 ourfisheries	 could	 be	 made	 at	 a	
savings	 of	 up	 to	 50%	 in	 vehicle	 mile-age	
associated	 with	 conducting	 angler	 counts.	
However,	 the	 widthof	 95%	 CIs	 around	 harvest	
estimates	was	 significantly	 higher	 forthe	mark–
recapture	 method,	 due	 to	 higher	 upper	
confidence	limitsresulting	from	right-skewness	of	

the	sampling	distribution	of	themark–recapture-
based	 estimator.	 Precision	 could	 be	 improved	
byreplacing	 time	 spent	 on	 counts	 in	 the	
traditional	 method	 with	 moretime	 spent	
“capturing”	anglers	at	access	sites,	still	providing	
savings	in	vehicle	mileage.

	
Citation:	
Hansen,	J.	M.	&	Van	Kirk,	R.	W.	(2018).	A	Mark-Recapture-Based	Approach	for	Estimating	Angler	Harvest.	

North	American	Journal	of	Fisheries	Management,	38(2),	400-410.	
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SMALL	PROJECT	GRANT	REPORTS	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Project	Title:	Going	the	Distance:	Maintaining	scholarly	connectivity	at	remote	locations	in	Alaska	
Project	Sponsors:	University	of	Alaska	Fairbanks	AFS	Student	Subunit	
	
The	University	of	Alaska	Fairbanks	AFS	Student	Subunit	is	pleased	to	accept	a	Western	Division	AFS	
Small	Project	Grant	for	our	project	“Going	the	Distance:	Maintaining	scholarly	connectivity	at	remote	
locations	in	Alaska.”	The	project	is	proceeding	as	detailed	in	the	project	proposal;	AFS	student	officers	
and	members	are	working	together	to	find	and	invite	a	guest	speaker	to	Fairbanks.	Contact	has	been	
made	with	the	UAF	departmental	seminar	coordinator	for	fall	semester	2018	to	include	the	guest	
speaker	in	the	departmental	seminar	schedule.	In	addition,	the	UAF	College	of	Fisheries	and	Ocean	
Sciences	has	agreed	to	contribute	funds	to	cater	a	student	luncheon	as	a	part	of	the	guest	speaker’s	
visiting	schedule.	Target	timeline	for	the	visit	to	the	Fairbanks	campus	is	the	first	week	of	October	or	the	
first	week	of	November	2018,	coinciding	with	the	AFS	student	subunit	monthly	meetings,	which	are	
held	the	first	Tuesday	of	every	month.	In	order	to	present	the	outcome	of	this	project	at	a	Society,	
Chapter,	or	Division	meeting	(a	requirement	of	the	grant),	the	AFS	student	subunit	has	requested	an	
additional	$50	to	assist	with	the	cost	of	printing	a	poster.	If	this	request	is	declined,	the	original	budget	
for	speaker	travel	will	be	reduced	to	$1,150	in	order	to	cover	this	printing	cost.					
	

Project	Title:	Online	Digital	Bull	Trout	Library	
Project	Sponsors:	Phil	Howell,	Jason	Dunham,	and	the	ScCS	
	
The	Salvelinus	confluentus	Curiosity	Society	(ScCS)	was	formed	by	fisheries	biologists	from	the	
northwestern	US	and	Canada	in	1989	to	share	information	on	bull	trout	and	to	promote	the	conservation	
of	the	species.	The	primary	activity	of	the	ScCS	is	an	annual	workshop	held	in	a	field	setting	in	one	of	the	
western	states	and	provinces	on	a	rotating	basis	to	help	local	biologists	collect	needed	data	on	the	species	
and	to	provide	a	forum	for	the	exchange	of	information	on	bull	trout.	
	
At	the	2017	workshop	attendees	discussed	and	decided	to	pursue	developing	an	online	digital	library	for	
bull	trout.	The	basic	idea	is	that	this	would	be	a	website	where	publications	and	other	information	(e.g.,	
data	sets)	on	bull	trout	could	be	uploaded,	searched,	read	and	downloaded	by	interested	biologists	and	
others.	While	search	tools,	such	as	Google	Scholar,	have	greatly	increased	our	ability	to	find	published	
information,	much	of	the	formally	published	information	is	scattered	among	various	journals,	which	can	
still	require	considerable	effort	to	find,	and	the	“gray	literature”	is	often	not	available	online	or	in	digital	
form	and	may	be	difficult	to	locate	and	obtain.	Also,	it	is	challenging	for	many	biologists	to	keep	up	with	
the	literature	because	of	increasingly	limited	time	and	because	they	may	not	be	aware	of	its	existence.	
The	library	would	centralize	information	on	bull	trout	making	it	easier	to	find	and	readily	available	on	the	
web.	We	also	plan	to	maintain	a	mailing	list	to	announce	additions	to	the	library,	similar	to	AFS’	email	
announcement	of	new	AFS	journal	articles,	so	that	subscribers	are	made	aware	of	new	information	as	it	
becomes	available.		
	
The	funding	from	WDAFS	will	be	used	to	support	a	fisheries	student	internship	at	Oregon	State	
University	to	help	get	the	library	setup.	The	student	will	help	with	organizing	the	initial	uploading	of	
papers,	reports,	and	other	material;	doing	quality	control	over	uploaded	material;	scanning	into	digital	
format	copies	of	publications	currently	available	in	paper-only	form;	and	troubleshooting	initial	
operation	of	the	library.	
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Project	Title:	Interactive	Effects	of	Temperature	and	Invasive	Species	on	Rio	Grande	Cutthroat	Trout		
(Oncorhynchus	clarkii	virginalis)	Production	in	the	Southern	Rocky	Mountains	

Project	Sponsor:	Lauren	Flynn	
	

Non-native	trout	are	perceived	as	a	major	threat	to	Rio	Grande	Cutthroat	Trout	(RGCT)	persistence.	
However,	specific	impacts	and	the	mechanism	of	replacement	have	not	been	quantified	for	Brown	
Trout,	the	most	widespread	non-native	trout	in	New	Mexico.	RGCT	have	a	narrower	thermal	tolerance	
than	Brown	Trout	and	are	inferior	competitors,	so	I	expect	temperature	and	competition	to	play	a	role	
in	replacement.	To	test	my	hypotheses,	I	will	estimate	rates	of	annual	secondary	production	and	the	
trophic	basis	of	production	for	RGCT	across	a	thermal	gradient	of	headwater	streams	in	the	southern	
Rocky	Mountains.	Results	from	this	project	will	help	managers	to	identify	and	prioritize	threatened	
RGCT	populations	while	maintaining	popular	Brown	Trout	fisheries.	

	 	
Rio	Grande	Cutthroat	Trout,	Oncorynchus	clarkii	virginalis.	(Photo:	L.	Flynn)			 											L.	Flynn	measuringtrout	in	Columbine	Creek,	NM.	(Photo:	E.	Argo)	

Project	Title:	Idaho	Native	Fishes	Educational	Poster	
Project	Sponsors:	Zachary	Kline,	Patrick	Kennedy	
	

The	Native	Fish	Committee	(NFC)	of	the	Idaho	Chapter	of	the	American	Fish	Society	(IDAFS)	was	
awarded	a	small	grant	for	an	updated	“Native	Fishes	of	Idaho”	poster.	We	believe	an	educational	poster	
pursues	the	mission	of	the	American	Fisheries	Society	by	promoting	the	education	and	development	of	
fisheries	professionals.	In	1994,	the	IDAFS	produced	“Rare	Native	Fishes	of	Idaho”	posters	that	were	
disseminated	to	fisheries	professionals	and	K-12	schools	throughout	Idaho.	These	posters	adorned	the	
walls	of	resource	management	agencies	and	educational	institutions	for	several	years.	However,	the	
posters	are	now	24	years	old	and	many	have	been	lost	or	damaged.	Furthermore,	the	old	posters	are	
outdated	and	lack	an	educational	component.	The	old	posters	only	contain	a	portion	of	the	native	fishes	
of	Idaho	and	do	not	provide	any	information	other	than	common	and	scientific	names.	The	NFC	believes	
the	past	poster	design	can	be	improved	by	including	all	of	the	native	fishes	of	Idaho	and	providing	basic	
information	on	their	natural	history.	The	WDAFS	small	grant	will	soon	be	allocated	to	purchase	images	
of	the	46	extant	fish	species	from	Joseph	Tomelleri.	Co-chairs	of	the	NFC	have	identified	an	attractive	
format	for	the	poster	and	are	working	on	informative	content	that	will	be	provided	to	several	graphic	
designers	for	their	use	in	developing	a	draft	poster	for	review.	Once	this	project	is	completed,	we	hope	
to	provide	posters	to	over	350	elementary	schools	in	Idaho	free	of	charge.	Additional	posters	will	be	
given	to	educators	and	fisheries	management	agencies	throughout	the	state.	
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WDAFS	STUDENT	REPRESENTATIVE	CANDIDATES	
The	Executive	Committee	recently	updated	the	bylaws	of	the	WDAFS.		Among	other	changes,	the	Student	
Representative	was	made	a	voting	member	of	the	Executive	Committee.		In	addition,	the	length	of	time	
served	by	the	Student	Representative	was	changed	from	one	to	(optionally)	two	years.		The	Executive	
Committee	deemed	these	changes	necessary	for	the	Student	Representative	to	more	effectively	
participate	in	WDAFS	activities.	

From	May	18	to	June	18,	Western	Division	student	members	will	be	able	to	vote	electronically	for	one	of	
three	Student	Representative	candidates.		Britta	Baechler	is	seeking	reelection,	and	Courtney	Pegus	and	
Yangfan	Zhang	have	also	thrown	their	hat	in	the	ring.		No	matter	who	wins	the	election,	WDAFS	will	be	
well-served.		Their	candidate	statements	can	be	found	below.		Please	note	that	only	student	members	
may	vote	in	this	election.	
To	vote,	please	visit:	2018	Student	Representative	Election	
	

Britta	Baechler	
Britta	is	the	incumbent	Student	Representative,	and	has	
been	serving	since	August	2017.	She	is	seeking	re-election	
so	she	can	continue	to	liaise	between	student	members	and	
the	WDAFS	Executive	Committee,	and	further	improve	
communication	among	student	subunits.	Britta	grew	up	in	
the	small	coastal	fishing	town	of	Homer,	Alaska,	where	she	
enjoyed	a	great	deal	of	time	outdoors	in	and	around	the	
water.	She	began	her	career	in	fisheries	management	as	a	
junior	in	high	school	as	an	American	Fisheries	Society	
Hutton	Junior	Fisheries	Biology	Program	scholar,	and	was	
instantly	hooked!	As	an	undergraduate	pursuing	a	B.A.	in	
Biology	at	Lewis	&	Clark	College	in	Portland,	Oregon,	Britta	
spent	her	summers	working	for	the	Alaska	Department	of	
Fish	and	Game,	the	National	Oceanic	and	Atmospheric	
Administration,	and	Oregon	Department	of	Fish	and	
Wildlife.	Since	obtaining	her	undergraduate	degree,	Britta	
has	worked	as	a	shellfish	fishery	biologist	and	fishery	
manager	in	the	remote	Bering	Sea	and	Aleutian	Islands	
region	of	Alaska,	as	well	as	a	Coral	Reef	Management	Fellow	
and	Marine	Protected	Area	Coordinator	in	the	tropical	U.S.	
territory	of	the	Commonwealth	of	the	Northern	Mariana	
Islands.	Currently,	Britta	is	pursuing	a	PhD	in	

Environmental	Science	and	Management	at	Portland	State	University.	Her	work	in	the	Applied	Coastal	
Ecology	lab	aims	to	determine	concentrations	of	microplastics	in	Pacific	Northwest	razor	clams	and	
cultured	Pacific	oysters. 	
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Courtney	Pegus 
Statement	of	Interest	
My	name	is	Courtney	Pegus	or	“Court”	for	
short,	and	I	am	asking	for	your	consideration	
of	having	me	as	the	next	Student	
Representative	to	the	Western	Division	
American	Fisheries	Society	(WDAFS).	
Why	select	me?	
My	passions,	life	pursuits,	and	career	goals	
are	strongly	aligned	with	the	mission	
statement	of	the	WDAFS.	I	am	most	fulfilled	
when	I	am	engaged	in	activities	and	
organizations	that	promote	conservation	of	
marine	environments	through	scientific	
research	and	discovery.	I	have	attended	
several	annual	meetings	hosted	by	the	
WDAFS	and	feel	that	the	society	provides	

valuable	opportunities	to	network	and	collaborate.	However,	as	a	student	representative	I	see	a	niche	
that	I	can	contribute	to	further	develop	the	mission	of	the	WDAFS.	The	ecological	and	environmental	
problems	that	plague	marine	environments	worldwide	are	vast	and	diverse	and	therefore	as	a	society	we	
need	to	be	inclusive	of	diverse	groups	participating	in	science.	Finding	balance	between	Indigenous	
science	and	Western	science	as	well	as	encouraging	diversity	in	marine	research	will	be	key	to	solving	
these	21st	century	problems.	My	niche	will	be	to	promote	diversity	in	student	participation	and	projects.	
I	realize	that	there	are	many	scientists	who	belong	to	our	network	who	will	be	interested	in	mentoring	
students	who	may	not	have	opportunities	that	the	more	affluent	students	are	privy	to	and	if	selected	I	
will	work	towards	establishing	those	connections.	Additionally,	many	Indigenous	students	are	more	
receptive	to	place-based	learning	opportunities	and	this	will	be	an	excellent	avenue	to	include	Indigenous	
knowledge	with	Western	science.	As	such.	I	am	interested	in	developing	opportunities	for	researchers	to	
include	an	Indigenous	component	when	introducing	students	to	field	techniques	by	making	learning	
materials	readily	available.	I	am	a	firm	believer	that	we	can	make	this	a	reality	through	the	networking	
and	financial	resources	at	the	WDAFS.	I	seek	to	reduce	and	eventually	eliminate	the	disenfranchisement	
of	minorities	in	marine	conservation	and	research	and	if	nominated	I	intend	to	collaborate	with	other	
members	within	the	WDAFS	to	make	progress	in	that	direction.	
Personal	Bio:	
I	have	always	been	fascinated	by	marine	science	and	wanted	to	study	the	ocean	and	everything	that	lived	
on	in	and	under	its	majestic	blue	blanket	from	a	very	early	age.	However,	coming	from	very	poor	and	
underprivileged	surroundings	it	was	difficult	to	follow	the	traditional	academic	path.	My	personal	mantra	
“where	there	is	a	will	there	is	a	way”	was	the	phrase	that	steered	me	through	several	social,	financial	and	
academic	obstacles.	In	essence,	I	was	a	financially	poor,	non-linear	learner	who	was	passionate	about	
science	but	felt	estranged	by	the	teaching	styles	that	were	prevalent	in	traditional	academic	intuitions.	I	
felt	“pushed	out”	and	separated	from	my	love	for	science	and	had	to	devise	a	way	to	teach	myself	the	
basic	scientific	concepts	in	a	way	that	I	could	understand.	For	this	reason,	I	became	dedicated	to	
providing	a	pathway	of	scientific	discovery	for	other	disenfranchised	students.	Science	should	be	exciting	
and	available	to	all	who	are	interested	and	not	just	for	the	privileged.	I	started	many	outreach	activities	
during	my	masters	program	to	encourage	minorities	in	science	
(https://www.academia.edu/3308122/Public_outreach_to_expose_minorities_to_marine_science_Courtn
ey_Pegus_science_extravaganza_)	and	have	continued	this	effort	during	my	doctoral	studies	which	I	am	
currently	pursuing	in	fisheries	at	the	University	of	Alaska	Fairbanks.	Since	a	picture	is	worth	a	thousand	
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words:	here	is	a	recent	video	I	made	with	my	advisor	to	document	effective	ways	of	including	Western	
science	with	Indigenous	knowledge	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mg-BJJYMfME.	
Thank	you	for	your	consideration.	
  

Yangfan	Zhang	
I	am	a	Ph.D.	student	in	Applied	Animal	Biology	University	
of	British	Columbia	(UBC),	studying	cardiorespiratory	
physiology	in	fish.	I	am	running	for	Student	
Representative	of	Western	Division	American	Fishery	
Society	(WDAFS)	for	the	year	2018-2019.	I	have	been	
volunteering	in	WDAFS	over	the	past	two	years	as	a	
communication	officer	in	British	Columbia	Student	
Subunit	and	a	member	of	the	early	professional	
committee	in	AFS.	

I	have	broadly	and	deeply	been	involved	in	positions	of	
student	leadership	in	departmental,	university,	and	
professional	fields.	I	am	the	Chair	of	the	Graduate	Student	
Representatives	in	the	Faculty	of	Science,	Councillor	of	
Graduate	Council	in	the	Graduate	Student	Society,	and	a	
graduate	student	councillor	sitting	on	the	Graduate	
Scholarship	Committee	UBC.	I	am	a	treasurer	in	the	
Zoology	Graduate	Student	Association.	I	have	organized	
and	chaired	sessions	in	graduate	research	conferences	in	

UBC.	

Except	the	roles	in	student	leaderships,	I	have	published	peer-reviewed	journal	articles	in	
Aquatic	Toxicology,	Aquaculture	and	Journal	of	Fish	Biology	as	the	first	listed	author.	I	have	
also	published	3	invited	commentary	articles	in	Journal	of	Experimental	Biology	and	1	report	
in	Canadian	Aquaculture	R&D	review	2017.	Some	of	my	research	work	is	featured	in	my	
interview	in	ReachOut	magazine	and	radio	interview	in	CiRT	News	101.	I	am	the	recipient	of	
Elizabeth	R.	Howland	Fellowship	and	a	short-listed	candidate	for	Vanier	Canada	Graduate	
Scholarship.	

This	year,	I	would	like	to	contribute	my	leadership	experiences	to	enrich	graduate	student	life	
in	our	society.	I	am	strongly	committed	to	furthering	the	mission	of	AFS	by	increasing	
opportunities	for	student	engagement	and	ensuring	that	students	enjoy	the	full	benefits	of	
AFS	membership.	I	welcome	you	to	vote	for	me.	
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Questions?	Contact	Bekki	Waskovich	of	the	Diversity	and	Inclusion	committee	at	
rebecca.waskovich@idfg.idaho.gov	(contact	for	Spanish	version)	or	Zach	Beard	of	the	
Early	Career	Professional	committee	at	zbeard@azgfd.gov	for	more	information.	

Diversity	and	Inclusion	Committee	Survey:	

https://goo.gl/4BRWbD	

Early	Career	Professional	Committee	Survey:	

https://goo.gl/forms/Z435idn1MzeGMymp2	

The	new	Diversity	and	Inclusion	and	Early	Career	Professional	committees	of	the	
Western	Division	of	the	American	Fisheries	Society	are	looking	for	your	help!		We	are	
asking	WDAFS	members	to	take	a	few	minutes	to	complete	our	short	surveys	in	order	

to	help	us	better	serve	you.	We	thank	you	in	advance	for	your	participation!	

We	Value	Your	Feedback!	
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Beautifully Grotesque Fish 
of the American West 

By Mark Spitzer 

Fisherman Mark Spitzer takes readers on an 
action-packed investigation of the most fierce 
and fearsome freshwater grotesques of the 
American West ever to inspire both hatred and 
fascination. Through the lenses of history, 
folklore, biology, ecology, and politics, 
Beautifully Grotesque Fish of the American 
West depicts the environmental destruction 
plaguing the most maligned creatures in our 
midst while subtly interweaving Spitzer’s 
experiences of personal tragedy and self-
discovery. 

IMPORTANT	
DATES	

June	
15th	
AFS	Second	Vice	President	
election	closes	
18th	
WDAFS	Student	
Representative	election	
closes		

August	
19th		–	23rd		
Annual	Meeting	of	the	
American	Fisheries	Society		

 

Goosenecks	State	Park,	Utah	


