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. Whom Do We Serve? I may never forget these words.
‘Atthe annual meeting of the WDAFS in Eugene, Oregon
back in July, I put together a point-counterpoint panel
-whose purpose was to debate this topic. Being a heart-
‘beat away from the Presidency at that time as President
Elect, it was one of my responsibilities Working as the
statewide program manager in Colorado for aquatic
nongame and endangered wildlife, my perception of the
debate suggested a pro-conservation/pro-recreation di-
chotomy would be natural and meaningful. My experi-
ence and professional contacts made the formation of the
“pro-conservation” side of the panel an easytask. Enlist-
ing participants on the pro-recreation side of the issue
was more troublesome. Asthe attendees to the debate are
aware, I cut to the chase and inserted myselfas one of the
pro-recreation panelists.
The purpose of the point-counterpoint sessions is to
debate. My computer tells me this means “to argue,
_ deliberate, and ponder”. I can tell you I did much

deliberation and pondering as I prepared for the debate.
I wanted to bring real issues and arguments that were
derived from my experience with sportfishing recreation
and nongame conservation in Colorado. I asked the other
participants to take strong stands, perhaps even beyond
their comfort zone, in the interest of keeping the audience
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interested. We managed to dothat effectively and Ithank
Bill Bradshaw, Leo Lentsch, and Peter Moyle for their

efforts. There was certainly much argument in the
session at Eugene. If audience participationis a measure
of success for these AFS debate series, then the Eugene
session was “memorable” and perhaps bordering on
“trophy”.- My only regret is my pro-conservation asso-
ciates on the panel got off so easy.

Iled offthe debate, and took the stand that, in the realm
of state wildlife management agencies, we serve the
license-buying public. The history of wildlife manage-
ment evolved from hunting and fishing activities for
sustenance, then recreation. State wildlife agencies were
formed to protect wildlife resources in the interest of
preventing depletion of desired game animals and
gamefishes, Conservation was aimed at sustaining
wildlife resources for hunting and fishing. Since Aldo
Leopold and others, the value of wildlife as other than a
consumptive resource, and the emphasis of resource
management for ecological processes and integrity have
increased along with greater public recognition of wors-
ening environmental degradation all around. State wild-
life management agencies are now expected to accept -

(Continued to page 4)
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on AFS Committees -

Tom Nesler and Pete Bisson are currently serving on
the AFS Governing Board. The next meeting of the
Governing Board is expected to occur in March 1997 at
Bethesda, MD. Tom Nesler is also serving on the AFS
Special Management Committee and an ad hoc commit-
tee to revise the draft AFS policy on Human Use of
Living Aquatic Resources. This former committee was
primarily concerned with oversight of tlie operations and
budget of AFS in conjunction with Paul Brouha and AFS
Staff. Dennis Tol is serving on the AFS Resolutions
Committee. Frank Pfeifer is serving on Certification
Board of Appeals. Bob White was elected as the
WDAFS’s National Nominating Representative for AFS.

AFS Deputy Director Position

A new position has been created in the wake of the
resignation of John Fritts, former Development Director
in charge of fund-raising. This position is being ex-
panded to include not only all aspects of fundraising,
membership recruitment campaigns, advertising sales
and promotion and public relations; but also represent-
ing AFS in an assistant role similar to Paul Brouha
concerning relations with federal, state, provincial, and
local aquatic resource agencies and policy makers, coor-
dination with other scientific, conservation, and environ-
mental organizations, and as coordmator and liaison

| between AE'S subunits, committees. and members. AFS
| Wil advertisé the position immediately and hope to fill

the peosition by January 1, 1997.

AFS Policy Decisions

Biodiversity-The draft policy on Biodiversity was
approved by the Governing Board and membership
following final revisions. These revisions were the result

- of concerns by the Governing Board at the Mid-term

meeting that several statements provided guidance onthe
use of hatchery-raised, stocked fish that was perceived as
excessively negative and perbaps contradictory to previ-
ous AFS positions on the use of stocked fish. The motion
was tabled as a result at the Mid-term meeting. At the
Dearborn Governing Board meeting, Lec and Nesler
proposed amendments to the draft policy that removed
negative statements and interpretations. The revised
policy passed unanimously,

Human Uses of Aquatic Life-The draft policy on
human uses of living aquatic resources proved unaccept-
able to the Governing Board on first reading, and was
tabled for overnight revisions. Nesler submitted edito-
rial suggestions for this effort which were accepted. The
Governing Board approved the revised draft in a split
vote for consideration for the membership. Despite
consigerable improvement in the amended draft ian-
guage, opposition was raised by several during the
business meeting concerning the scientific baei‘?for the
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policy. Consideration of the policy was tabled. A
subsequent motion passed, directing Coutant to form an
ad hoc committee to revise this policy by November 1996
so that the Governing Board can re-consider it at the
Mid-Year meeting in March 1997.

Advocacy-The draft policy on advocacy was consid-
ered by the Special Management Committee, which
recommended the policy be dropped in favor of formal
publication of the advocacy procedures that were al-
ready approved at the Halifax meeting. These proce-
dures are not available in the AFS Procedures Manual
(yet). Atthe Governing Board meeting, this draft policy
was rejected by a majority vote. No further consider-
ation is planned at this time.

WDAFS and AFS Ballot Results

Congratulations to Bob Bilby of the North Pacific
International Chapter for being elected Vice President of
the WDAFS and to Bob White (AFS Past President) for
being elected as the WDAFS’s National Nominating
Committee Representative for AFS. :

- Christine Moffit, our former WDAFS Secretary:
Treasurer, was elected 2nd Vice President of AFS.
Robert Carline received 1,510 votes for Vice President
and William Taylor received 1,512 votes for President-
Elect. . :

The WDAFS rebate amendment to AFS bylaws,
which reduces the rebate by 50% for the next two years
if needed, passed by a vote of 1,253 to 393, RE-
MINDER: The Chapters will not be receiving 1996
inembership rebate checks from AFS in 1997!! If
WDAFS Chapters need financial assistance in 1997,
they are urged to submit requests to the Executive
Committee Officers for action. In the 1996-1997
WDAFS budget approved by the membership at Eugene,
a discretionary fund was created to permit the Executive
Committee the flexibility to finance worthwhile activi-
ties during the upcoming year. Chapters in need of
funding assistance due to the lack of rebate income
should make requests through their Chapter President.
Chapter Presidents should forward these requests to the
EXCOM Officers for consideration at a quarterly
- “EXCQMmiseting (a5 necessary):-Assistances
‘Will Tequite fajority approval by a‘dgaorufi 6f " -

Since no formal procedures existed to guide AFS Staffor
the Governing Board in acting upon such charges, a
committee was charged to review the AFS Code and
recommend necessary changes and protocols: for cen-
sure, At the Dearborn meeting, a revised code of
practices and ethics was approved by the Governing

Board as a conceptual draft. Procedures for the evalu- -
ation of compliance with the AFS Code of Standards of

Professional Conduct and Ethics was also submitted to
the Board in draft form for comment. These procedures
will be reviewed by legal counsel prior to formal adop-
tion by the Governing Board. If approved, a new
standing committee will likely be created to handle
alleged violations,

AFS Certification Program

The task force appointed to review this program made
three recommendations to the Governing Board.

First, the experience requirement for certification was
clarified to require description of qualifying experience
in terms of work actually accomplished rather than
description of a job title attained.

Second, a certification renewal requirement was rec-
ommended in which continuing education will be re-
quired to maintain and upgrade professional compe-
tency, and proof of continuing accomplishments in the
fisheries profession must be demonstrated.

Third, changes in education requirements were rec-
ommended, including communications, human dimen-

sions in natural resource management, inclusion of -

calculus and statistics in the math requirements, and
inclusion of training in principles of fishery science and
management.

A waiver of the education requirements would be
possible by meeting expanded experience and profes-
sional development criteria. The draft revisions were
approved in concept, and the comment period was ex-~
tended to December 1. A final decision for approval or
not will be made at the Mid-year Govemning Board
meeting.

A Thank Y40g to the North Pacific

and Alaska Chapters!
, The WD FS' EXCOM Officers would like to ac-

= bbRvEsr e e

-nghaey anendee affingT dgrAd b fmhiengs o

a

RIS

knowledge the North Pacific and Alaska Chapters for
their significant contributions to the development of

informational materials for the Pacific Salmon Stocks at

Risk Project being conducted as a FAN-based activity.

WDAFS Awards
by Carl Burger

The WDAFS honored several members, non-mem-
bers, and students at its award ceremonies held during
the Annwal Meeting in Eugene. The overall Awards
Committee consisted of Carl Burger (Chair), Randy
Baily, and Chris Moffitt. The WDAFS’s Graduate
Student Scholarship Committee was comprised of Carl
Burger (Chair), Rich Carmichael; Chris Moffitt, Carl
Schreck, and Gene Vaughn, )

Member and Non-Member Awards

The Division’s Award of Excellence is given annu-
ally to a member who has demonstrated outstanding
achievement in our profession. This year’s recipient was
Dr. Fred M., Utter, whose career has included numerous
academic contributions and successes in the area of
conservation genetics. Dr. Utter has worked for both the
National Marine Fisheries Service and University of
Washington. He was one of the first to apply biochemi-
cal genetic techniques to examine and quantify the
genetic relationships of Pacific Northwest salmonids and
he has been a leader in applying genetic considerations
towards improved fisheries management. Many of our

-nation’s top fish geneticists studied under Dr. Utter’s

innovative mentorship. ‘Fred Utter has been a pioneer
and a monumental contributor to scientific endeavors
within both the Western Division and The American
Fisheries Society. , o
Western Division Awards of Merit went to Jim
Martin (Office of the Governor of Oregon) and Jennifer
Nielsen (Hopkins Marine Station). Jim received an
Award of Merit for the dedicated service he provided in
helping to organize and conduct our Society’s first two
“Point-Counterpoint” debates. Jenmifer’s Award of
Merit recognized her tireless efforts to organize, con-
duct, and publish the AFS Conference: “Evolution and
The Aquatic Ecosystem: Defining Unigque Units in
Population Conservation.” The efforts of Jim Martin
- (Continued to next page)
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-and Jennifer Nielsen represent outstanding contributions
within our Division and Society.

Awards of Special Recognition went to Greg
Kindschi (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bozeman,
MT) and Dennis Tol (Bureau of Land Management,
Anchorage, AK). Greg’s award was for his multi-year
¢ . effort as editor of our newsletter, The Tributary. Dennis
b was recognized for the outstanding job he accomplished

in revising the Division’s Bylaws and procedures that
~will greatly improve the way our committees will func-
tion in the future. :
Non-Member Awards
The WDAFS offers two specific conservation awards
for non-members each year. The Division’s Robert
Borovicha Conservation Award went to the Lower
Umpqua Flycasters for their highly successful confer-
ence on sea-run cutthroat trout last year. Dr. John
Crocker was instrumental in organizing the symposium
- and he accepted the award on behalf of his group, several
.of whom attended the awards ceremonies. The Division’s
- Conservation Achievement Award went to the Kla-
math Tribes, Natural Resources Department, for
their very proactive efforts to conserve, protect, and
restore shortnose and Lost River suckers in the Upper
Klamath River Basin. Gordon Bettles, Cultural Affairs
Director for the Klamath Tribes, provided a very moving
acceptance speech on the value of fishery resources to all
user groups. The Tribes were commended for taking
action before irreversible changes occurred.

Student Awards

Two individuals within the WDAFS were honored
with Graduate Student Scholarship Awards this year:
Robert Hilderbrand of Utah State, and Carter Kruse
of the University of Wyoming. Each of the students
received $1,500. Hilderbrand’s Ph.D. work is focusing
onthe minimum stream area and habitat requirements for
persistence of Bonneville cutthroat trout populations in
The Great Basin. He is studying under Jeff Kershner.
Kruse’s Ph.D. is examining geomorphic and physical
habitat variables affecting genetic integrity and the dis-
tributions of Yellowstone cutthroat trout in Wyoming.
He is studying under Drs. Wayne Hubert and Frank
Rahel. Both shidents were most deserving of a WDAFS
Graduate Student Scholarship.

Three undergraduate students
this year’s WDAFS Meeting. D
versity of Arizopa and White Mountain Apachs Tribe)
received the WDAFS’s Travel Stipend for Nati\;e Amer
can/First Nation Undergraduate Studerits. The WDAFS
was pleased to have her in attendance. Other under-
graduate recipients were Doug Bateman (Oregon State
University) Best Student Paper, and Shannon Fisher
{South Dakota State University), Best Student Posicr.
The WDAFS Chapter of the Year Award was eamned for
the third consecutive year by the Oregon Chapter.

WDAFS Annual Meeting
by Richard T. Grost :

Eugene, OR hosted 360 WDAFS members in July for
the Annual Meeting of the WDAFS. The meeting theme
was “regional status and trends in biodiversity™, and was
followed by many sessions as well as the social gather-
ings. The status of the region’s diverse microbrews was
examined during the welcome night, trade show/poster
social, and banquet, with a distinct trend toward local
depletion. Several chapters contributed items to the
auction, and will share in the $5,500 raised from the
raffle/auction of artwork, books, fishing equipment,
crafts, and trips.

Kicking off the plenary session, Congressman Peter
DeFazio (D, OR) provided an insider’s view of the recent
assaults on environmental regulations, and urged AFS
members to take an active role in sharing their scientific
information with decision makers. It’s O.K. to share
your professional opinions, too, he said, as long as they
are clearly distinguished as opinions. DeFazio cited the
“tobacco isn’t addictive” announcement by the Dole
camp as an example of how much press a “professional
opinion” can gather, and why opinions should be used to
support environmental safegnards when science does not
yield clear answers.

Also in the plenary session, Peter Moyle explained
how the application of good science by fisheries biolo-
gists combined with grassroots groups like watershed
councils has given him “cautious optimism” about our
ability to protect the diversity of aquatic ecosystems. He
noted, however, that local successes are temporary until
the problem of human population growth is solved. Dan
Bottom: provided evidence that Pacific salmon produc-

abandoned. Instead, he pleaded for scientists? :
teachthe “statistics of decision-making”, where the costs .
and benefits of alternative actions are weighed against -
the probabilities of alternative hypotheses. Other ple-

nary presentors described the mechanisms defining and

limiting the geographic range of fishes, status and con-

servation strategies fornorthern ocean groundfish stocks,

relationships between fish life history strategies and
response to disturbances, and the application of the
metapopulation concept to the assessment and manage-
ment of fish biodiversity.

The question “Whom do we serve?” was intensely
debated by the point-counterpoint panel (Leo Lentsch,
Tom Nesler, Peter Moyle, and Bill Bradshaw) and a full
house of members under the moderation of Bob Wiley,
Discussions included the concepts of anglers-pay-the-
freight, no pay\no play, fulfilling public trist doctrine,
and serving other vertebrates as aquatic resource users.

Concurrent sessions addressed topics including: the
introduction of fish in high mountan lakes, effects of
disease on species distribution, non-game fishes, anadro-
mous and potadromous salmonids, desert fishes, behavior
of outmigrating juvenile salmonids, and fish agsemblage
ecology. For more WDAFS Annual Meeting highlights
please see the Business Meeting Minutes on page 4.

1997 Annual Meeting of the American
Fisheries Society

August 25-29, 1997, Monterey, California

by Pete Bisson

The WDAFS will join forces with AFS next summer
in what promises to be an exciting annual meeting in

- Monterey, CA. Normaily, WDAFS holds its annual

meeting in July.. but:beganse the two mestings will be
combined the-date has ‘been shifted to August 25229,
1997, and will be held at the Monterey Convention
Center, Doubigtree Inn, and Marriott Hotel. Mark your
calendars now and start thinking about early reserva-
tions, because the hotels will fill up quickly! For more
details, see a recent issue of Fisheries or instruct your
web browser to surf on over to http /iwww .esd.ornl.gov/

" socicties/AFS/.

This is the time for proposing symposia and special
session ideas. AFS President Chuck Coutant has an-
nounced that the theme of next year’s meeting will be
“Interfaces”, and there are surely many topics that fit this
theme. If you would like to organize a symposium or
session, send a proposal to Jennifer Nielsen (408) 655-
6233, the 1997 meeting chair. To be considered by the
Program Committee, symposium proposals shouid con-
tain the following information: (1) Symposium Title; (2)
Organizer(s) names; (3) Organizer(s): full mailing ad-
dresses, phone, and fax numbers; (4) Organizer(s) e-mail
addresses; (5) Symposium objective and description
(200 words maximum); (6) Symposium length, e, £..two
4-hour sessions with coffee break (1 day); (7) List of
speakers (each 4-hour session should list at least 5
speakers), giving each person’s name, topic, and whether
or not their participation is confirmed, (8) Funding
support for the sympostum, if available. List any con-
firmed funding for speakers, travel, and/or student par-
ticipation. Outside funding is not required for proposal
consideration, .

Please note: the deadline for symposium proposals is
December 23, 1996. Proposal submission by e-mail or
3.5-in floppy disk is encouraged. Accepted symposium
proposals will require a final electronic submission
(Maclntosh or IBM PC format, either MS Word or
WordPerfect, please state version on diskette) of con-
firmed speakers and titles by February 1, 1997, with
abstracts due February 28, 1997. Watch upcoming
issues of Fisheries for more information on accomodations
and contributed papers.
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Annual WDAFS Business Meeting Minutes
(Unofficial) July 16, 1996
by Jean Baldrige

Dennis Lee called the luncheon business meeting to order
at 12:25 pm. A quorum was determined to be present,
Dennis Tol was appointed as Parliamentarian for this
meeting,

President Leeintroduced theelected officers: Tom Nesler,
President-Elect; Peter Bisson, Vice President; Jean Baldrige,
Secretary-Treasurer; and Carl Burger, lmmediate Past
President. President Lee also named the Chapter Presi-
dents: Dana Schmidt, Alaska; Emest Jaques, Arizona-New
Mexico; Kevin Christopherson, Bonneville; Ed Bianchi,
California-Nevada; Gordon Sloane, Colorado-Wyoming;
Ken Leber, Hawaii; Roger Barnhardt, Humbolt; Dave
Dross, Idaho; Brad Shepard, Montana; Shawn Denny,
New Mexico State Student Chapter; Bryan Hebden, North
Pacific International; Kirk Schroeder, Oregon; and Vic
Kaczynski, Portland. The Bethesda, MD office siaffpresent
included Pam McClelland, AFS Policy Coordinator.

President Lee reported that the WD AFS is in great shape
and continues to be the frend setter for the Society. During
1996 the WDAFS awarded over $6000 in financial assis-

tance grants and scholarships. The 1996 meeting has been
a great success with the Oregon Chapter orchestrating
interesting technical sessions, enjoyable socials, and a great
raffle. Congratulations to the Oregon Chapter who once
again received the WDAFS’s Chapter of the Year Award
and will be representing the WDAFS for the coveted
Society Chapter of the Year Award. President Lee noted
that next year’s annual meeting will be held in conjunction
_ with the Society’s annual meeting in Monterey, California.

The California-Nevada Chapter is hosting the meeting.
Chapter member Jennifer Nielsen is the Program Chair and
Ken Hashagen is the local armangement chair, Peter Bisson
is working with Dr. Nielsen to develop a WDAFS spon-
sored symposium and additional sessions.

Bill Horton, Idaho Chapter, reported on AFS 2000. The
Saciety has raised $250,000 so far. The Society is asking
for donations in $125 increments. Idaho Chapter held a
special raffle and donated the proceeds. The Idaho Chapter
challenges the rest of the chapters to contribute to AFS
2000. Onlyby alt of us pulling together to support this fund
can our goals he met:

Amotion towaive reading of the minutes from 1995 was
made by Carl Burger and seconded by Bill Horton. The
minutes were approved as written (copies were placed on
each table at the meeting) by a motion from Peter Bisson
seconded by Carl Burger.

Jean Baldrige presented,the Secretary/Treasurer’s re-
port noting that the WDAFS was solvent and reported an
income of approximately $30,000 in FY 1996. Expendi-
tures were approximately $16,000. Total cash balance at
the end of May (end of FY 1996) was approxumately
$64,000. Proceeds from the 1995 WDAFS meeting were
about $6800 and will be recorded in FY 1997,

Tom Nesler presented the proposed 1997 budget to the
membership. Anticipating the reduction in dues rebates for
the next two years (a motion which is presently undergoing
the approval process by the Society), expected income for
FY 1997 is reduced from previous levels. The Trbutary
publishing costs and EXCOM travel expenses are expected
to be slightly higher than previous years. Mr. Nesler
proposed fmancial assistance -awards for five projects
totaling $11,025: $1000 to the Alaska Chapter for travel
assistance for women and minorities to attend professional
meetings; $2000tothe Fremont National Forest for anative
fishes poster; $1000to the Skinner Memorial Fund; $5000
grant to AFS 2000; $1025 for the North Pacific Interna-
tional Chapter; and $1000 to the AFS Youth Education
Committee. Mr. Nesler proposed the establishment of a
discretionary fund of $5000 to allow the EXCOM to
provide financial assistance to chapters and others during
the course of theyear. Presently, the EXCOM has no ability
to respond to requests for assistance that are not identified
in the budget. The fund would provide a mechanism for
assistance for worthy projects that are brought before the

“WDAFS prior to the next business meeting. Allocation of

the discretionary fund would require the approval of a
quorum of the WDAFS officers and chapter presidents.
Bob Hughes moved that the proposed budget be accepted.
Mr Hughes’ motion was seconded by Pat Higgins and
approved by the membership.

Reports of the chapter presidents will be included in
WDAFS’s annual report to the Society and published in a
future issue of The Tributary. Please see Carl Burger’s
article in this issue of The Tributary on the awards pre-

‘sented at the WDAFS’s annual meeting.
Carl Burger presented the election results. The new

WDAFS bylaws were approved by the membership with a
vote of 258 (yes) to 23 (no) and 29 (abstain). Bob White
was elected as the WDAFS’s nominating representative to
the Society. Bob Bilby was elected to the Vice President’s
position.

Dennis Tol reported on the Policy Review Committee.
This is a new commitice established by the bylaws change.
It will provide a focal point for developing policies for
WDAFS, and will serve as an advisor to the EXCOM,

The Audit Committee report was provided by Jean
Baldrige since Lou Carufel was unable to attend. Mr.
Carufel audited the financial records of the WDAFS and
found them to be in order. He suggested searching for an
investment instrument that would yield a higher dividend to
the WDAFS for its cash holdings.

Tom Nesler reported on the 1996 Program. The Pro-
gram Committee and Oregon Chapter’s local arrangement
committee did an excellent job in organizing and executing
the 1996 WDAFS meeting. We had a registration of over
320 people. Linda Prendergast and Bob Hughes were given
Tomelleri prints for their efforts.

Peter Bisson, chair of the Membership Commlttee Te-
ported that the WDAFS has 3,188 members. In 1996 he
reported a loss of 106 members despite 361 new members.
Of the 361 new members, 136 were students, Western
Division continues to have the highest membership and
member recruitment of all the Society’s divisions.

Mr. Bisson also reported on the 1997 program, Efforts

are well underway for the meeting in Monterey, California

August 23-28, but much work remains. Since it is a
combined meeting for the AFS, the WDAFS, and the
Califomia-Nevada Chapter, coordination among all is
essential. Jennifer Nielsen isthe Program Chair and she will
be accepting proposals and suggestions for technical ses-
sions through December 23, 1996. Mr. Bisson will be
screening contributed papers and he is looking for assis-
tance with that task. Dennis Lee is also involved with
planning local arrangements. Mr. Bisson noted that we are

-expecting a large turnout and it would be best to boock

reservations carly.

Mike Ward reported on the activities of the Environmen-

tal Concerns Committee. The committee has been review-
ing the instream flow position statement for WDAFS. They
are mterfacmg with the National Instream Flow Assess-
ment Project in which re reéentatlves from each state were
poiled with 4 questicHdlic to evaluate mstream fow
protection levels, methods used, etc. Mr. Ward s expecting
the report from the project and will comiplete his assessment
oncehereceivestheir report. Inaddition, his committee will
be taking up the issue of land transfers from the federal
government to state governments and private parties and
seeking comments on this issue from membership.

Tom Nesler summarized the activities of the External
Affairs Committees. The Bull Trout Committee chaired by
Karen Pratt submitted comments on Idaho’s Bull Trout
Management plantothe Governor’s Office. Native People’s
Fisheries Committee chaired by Kelly Meyer awarded a
travel assistance grantto Doreen Gray. This committee will
establish a link with North American Native Peoples Fish
and Wildlife Committee. The Native Salmon Stocks Com-~
mittee reported no action and suggested that it be folded into
the Threatened and Endangered Species Committes, The
Old Growth Forest Committee reported no action and
suggested that it be folded into the Native Salmon Stocks
Committee. The issues addressed by both the 0ld Growth
and Native Salmon Stocks Committees will be taken up
under the Threatened and Endangered Species Committee.
The Riparian Committeeawarded riparianchallenge awards
to the U.S. Forest Service’s Intermountain Region, the
Wallawa-Whitrnan National Forest, and the Cascade Ranger
District. The U.S. Bureau of Land Management received a
riparian challenge award for the activities at the Bear River
Resource Area. The Threatened and Endangered Specics
Committee chaired by Leo Lentsch has been focusing on
overarching issnes such as the benefits of federal listing;
what happens to species when they are listed; procedures to
designate categories in the regulatory process; and
biodiversity management: Can it be a reality?, as a point-
counterpoint debate top1c 'There was no unfinished busi-
Tess.

The installation ofthe WDAFS’s ofﬁcers was conducted
by President Dennis Lee. Tom Nesler will take officc as
President after the Society’s annual meeting in August.
Peter Bisson will assume the office of President-Elect and
Bob Bilby will become Vice President. Jean Baldrige will
remain as Secretary-Treasurer,

New Business included an offer of assistance from Dirk
Miller of the Computer Users Section for setting up home
pages on the Society’s Website. Several chapters have
homepages there. The WDAFS could use a homepage to
provide information to the membership on a timely basis.

Both the Montana and the California-Nevada chapters are
drafting letters opposing the Society’s advocacy policy.
These chapters felt that it is not appropriate for the Society
to micro-manage activity at the chapter level. They believe
that people nearest the issues should make the decision,
These chapters felt that there were already sufficient checks
and balances in the structure of the chapters’ bylaws.
Dennis Lee indicated that based on the letter from the
chapters and other input received from chapter presidents,
the WDAFS will speak and vote against a motion to accept
the draft AFS Advocacy Policyatthe August 1996 Govemn-
ing Board meeting in Dearbomn, Michigan. The mecting
was adjourned at 1:35 pm.

(Edltor s Note: Dennis Lee's Annual/Chapter report wﬂl
appear in the next issue of The Tributary.

Nesler

(Continued from page one)

responsibility for a much wider scope of conservation
activities from a much broader range of clientele, of
which hunters and anglers are just one part. While the
legislated mandate ofthese agencies hasnot changed, the
interpretation has. State wildlife agencies are continuing
to evolve to meet the needs and expectations of a chang-
ing public.

What hasn’t changed is the ﬁmdmg base for state
wildlife agencies. Hunting and angling license revenues
continue to provide over 90% of the budget. Hunting and
angling recreation continue to make significant contribu-
tions to state economies, especially in the Western Divi-
sion. While funding sources such as income tax check-
offs and lotteries are beginning to provide significant
dollars for nongame wildlife conservation activities, they
still do not meet the budget and personnel necessary for
effective conservation management. A large segment of
the public who enjoy, expect and recreate in quality
wildlife-centered landscapes do not contribute to its
upkeep. Inthe mean time, state wildlife agencies reallo-
cate personnel and resources made possible by license
revenues to devote them to the broader, expanding
mission of conservation of all wildlife resources and
especially recovery of species in decline. These are the
points I was emiphasizing to the Eugene audience. Many
thought I was speaking heresy. Until such time when
those who expect state wildlife agencies to lead the way
i conservation management can convince state and
federal legislators and the corporate recreation industry
toprovide the necessary funding, it should not be surpris-
ing to hear voices of concern from the angling public and
observe less than a cavalry charge from the state wildlife
agency biologist. I hope the Teaming With Wildlife
Initiative succeeds in making those financial resources
available,

Reality can be disturbing for anybody who avoids
listening to alternative viewpoints. Life is easier when
you surround yourself with those who always agree.
That is not a luxury wildlife agencies, state or federal,
can.indulge in. Environmentalists are not the enemy;,
anglers are not the enemy, government wildlife agencies
are not the enemy. Habitat degradation and loss arc the
enemies. We as a society are doing this to ourselves. We
as a species organized by a social structure arc being
challenged to function collectively to find and implement
lIandscape solutions to ecological problems. Today’s
challenge for the aquatic biologist is to enter into this
larger arena and find the balance between user groups
competing for finite aquatic resources. Today’s goal is
to conserve native species and communities and provide
for recreational or commercial fisheries within a wide
range of habitat quality and in conjunction with other
land uses. *

Somehow, a segment of the Eugene audience felt
attacked by the position being argued by Bill Bradshaw
and myself. We became the Darth Vaders in a contest of
good and evil. It’s been over two months since the
meeting and the weekly I'm OK/You’re OK counseling
sessions have helped Bill and I return to normal lives.
Debate can be a productive process for examining issues
and setting the stage for finding solutions. It can also
illustrate the degree of divisiveness in a group. There
appears to be a growing rift between sportfishery and
aquatic conservation professionals in AFS. Such was
my concern and message to the Western Division when
elected tothe EXCOM in 1994, Suchis my concernnow.
President Coutant has set the theme for this year to be
Interfaces. I would suggest we need an interface within
the Western Division between these two groups of AFS
members and the philosophies that guide them.
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