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From left, Eric Wagner (WDAFS President), Mary Fabrizio (AFS President), Gus Rassam (AFS
Executive Director) and Doug Young (Oregon Chapter AFS President).

The Oregon Chapter would like to thank all the individuals from outside
the Chapter that volunteered their time to assist in making the 2008
meeting a success. More than 1,100 attendees from throughout the
western US, Canada, and beyond gathered in Portland from 4-9 May
2008 for the largest annual meeting in WDAFS history.

Hosted by the Oregon Chapter, this year’s meeting theme ‘“Population
Growth and Fisheries: The Western Challenge” resulted in 32 symposia
and 17 contributed paper sessions. Besides the 10 concurrent symposia
and contributed paper sessions that were offered daily, attendees had
opportunities to visit the Trade Show and Poster Session, consisting of 18
vendors and 69 posters, respectively. In addition, five continuing
education options, a daily plenary session, and daily socials were offered
to the attendees.

This issue of the Tributary features announcements, updates and photos
from the Annual Meeting of the Western Division AFS.
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President’s message

Eric Wagner, Western Division AFS President

Greetings Western Division AFS members! The
Western Division had an excellent meeting in
Portland, celebrating our 60" anniversary. We had
exceptionally good plenary talks, scientific paper
sessions, and fun evening socials. The student-
mentor session went well, so that is likely
something we will continue in future years. The
zoo provided a great off-site venue and we thank
the zoo staff for their time and for donating the
tickets to get in. We are indebted to the Oregon
Chapter for their efforts in putting the meeting
together and raising the funds to make the meeting
one of the most successful ever. We had record
attendance of over 1100 people to the meeting!
Thanks to all who attended and supported the
meeting.

The Western Division business meeting had a
surprise. An outsider pounded on the window
hard enough during the meeting that it shattered
while I was at the podium. Fortunately nobody
was hurt or endangered by the glass; I could
envision much worse things happening. |
presented some of the history of the Western
Division in a short PowerPoint presentation, for
those that could hear. We had a problem with the
noise level of background conversation. This has
unfortunately been too common in recent years, so
this lack of decorum will likely lead to business
meetings being held without a lunch involved in
future meetings.

One outcome of the business meeting was
approval of a letter supporting reform of the 1872
mining law. This letter has been sent to all the
members of the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee. No word yet on any Senate
bill development on the issue. I have assembled
an Environmental Concerns Committee comprised
of members from each chapter. For those chapters
that still lack a representative on the committee,
please recommend someone. If you would like to
be involved on the committee, we need you!
Continued Page 3.
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(President’s Message, continued from Page 2)

I am currently the Environmental Concerns committee chair, but would like to hand that off to
someone else. Please let me know if you are interested—I can’t do it all alone. Carol-Ann Woody has
been working on revising our 1993 mining reform policy statement for the Western Division. Thanks
to Carol-Ann for taking that task on. We still need examples of mining impacts from various states in
the Division to add to that document. We are hoping to raise the policy statement to the national level
and will continue with that effort in future Governing Board meetings. The committee has also set
goals of looking into the Clean Water Act legislation that clarifies the definition of water in the act.
The committee also set a goal of examining the gap between science and water quality regulations and
pushing for changes there. Once again, please get involved!

Please mark your calendars for May 3-7, 2009 for our next annual meeting of the Western Division to
be held in Albuquerque, NM. I have also recently signed contracts for the 2010 meeting, which will be
held in April in Salt Lake City, UT at the Salt Palace Convention Center.

Thanks for all you do for fish and fisheries!

"

FEric Wagner

WDAFS Grant Winners for 2007-2008

The Western Division American Fisheries Society tries to annually award grants for fisheries related projects if

funding is available. Due to poor financial market performance, the Grant Endowment was not tapped this
year. However, we did have $4,000 in our reserves that was approved by the Executive Committee and was
awarded. We received five applications and the following projects were supported:

1) $2,000 for support of Salmon and Steelhead Days. The grant request was for artwork related to the
annual environmental education event.
2) $1,000 for “Habitat-dependent effects of spawning salmon in Southeast Alaska streams’. This was

support for a research project by Scott Tiegs who will investigate how salmon influence benthic stream
biofilms in four distinct stream habitats with very different physical properties: pools, riffles, hyporheic

and channel margins.

3) $1,000 Emily Springer, for Characters and Conversations: The Culture of Commercial Fishing in
Alaska. Ms. Springer will use the funds to chronicle the oral history of commercial fishermen and
commercial fishing culture in Alaska.
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Best Student Paper and Poster Winners

At the Western Division of the American Fisheries Society (WDAFS) annual meeting in Portland, a panel of
judges coordinated by Mike Hudson scored student presentations and posters. The Western Division winners
received $100 and runner-up in each category received $75, not to mention bragging rights. Oregon Chapter
(ORAFS) awards were also given to their student member winners. Thanks to Mike and all the judges for their
help in selecting the winners. The following winners were honored:

WDAFS

Best Paper: Michael LeMoine, Western Washington University “Barriers to upstream migration of prickly
sculpin Cottus asper and coastrange sculpin Cottus aleuticus”

Best Paper runner-up: Neala Kendall, University of Washington “ Long-term fishery selection on age and size
at maturity of Bristol Bay, Alaska sockeye salmon”

Best Poster: Alena Pribyl, Oregon State University “Got gas? Try recompression!”

Best Poster runner-up: Dave Skelton, Oregon “Restoring a lost bull trout population: Habitat augmentation on
the Upper Middle Fork Willamette”

ORAFS

Best Paper: Benjamin Clemens, Oregon State University “Consequences of summertime thermal regimes on
reproductive maturation of adult Pacific lamprey, Entosphenus tridentatus: Plasticity or pre-programmed
synchronization in maturation timing?”

Best Paper runner-up: Bill Brignon, Oregon State University "Ecological interactions between juvenile
hatchery and wild salmonids in Eagle Creek and North Fork Eagle Creek, OR"

Best Poster: Alena Pribyl, Oregon State University “Got gas? Try recompression!”

Best Poster runner-up: Brett Hanshew, Oregon State University “Distribution of native and invasive crayfishes
in Oregon's Willamette Valley: Exploring synergy between invasive crayfish and bullfrogs”
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2008 Riparian Challenge Winners!

Troy Brandt, Riparian Committee Chair

The Western Division of the American Fisheries Society established the Riparian Challenge Award (a.k.a., the
Excellence in Riparian Management Award) in 1988 to stimulate actions to rehabilitate our western riparian
ecosystems and recognize the achievements of various agencies in that effort. We appreciate the work done by
all the applicants. This year we received 17 entries (2 BLM, 7 USFS, 8 Other). We had some very competitive
entries this year. One winner was selected for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), one for the U.S. Forest
Service (USFS), and we had a tie for the “Other” category, so two were recognized. Thanks to the Riparian
Challenge Committee and chair Troy Brandt for the judging and compilation of the results. The winning
entries are posted to the Riparian Committee page on the Western Division website:
http:/ /www.wdafs.org/committees/Riparian_Watersheds_Habitat/Riparian_Watersheds Habitat comm.htm.

Riparian Challenge 2008 Winners:

BLM: Holister Field Office - Santa Cruz IWRP for Santa Cruz County

USFS: Lolo National Forest - Nine Mile Ranger District - Eustache Creek Project

Other (2): The Nature Conservancy - Williamson River Delta Restoration Project - Tulana Phase

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks - The Big Hole Partnership - Watershed Restoration for Arctic Grayling on
Private Land

Congratulations to these winners! Keep up the good work!
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WDAFS award of excellence in riparian management to the
WDAFS award of excellence in riparian management to the Big Hole Partnership (Emily Rens accepting) for work in the
Resource Conservation District of Santa Cruz and partners by Big Hole watershed.

Troy Brandt.

WDAFS award of excellence in riparian management to the WDAFS award of excellence in riparian management to the Lolo
Nature Conservancy (Mark Stern) for work in the Klamath Basin. National Forest Nine Mile Ranger District.
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WDAFS Awards

The WDAFS award winners included Hiram Li (Award of Excellence), Whirling Disease
Foundation (Conservation Achievement Award), Charles Huntington (Robert Borovicka
Conservation Achievement Award), David Manning and Larry Brown (Special Recognition
Award), California-Nevada Chapter (Outstanding Chapter Award), and the Palouse Subunit
(University of Idaho) (Student Subunit of the Year).

Recipients of the Riparian Challenge Awards (see above) included the Bureau of Land Management Holister
Field Office (Santa Cruz IWRP for Santa Cruz County), the U.S. Forest Service (Lolo National Forest, Nine
Mile Ranger District-Eustache Creek Project), The Nature Conservancy (Williamson River Delta Restoration
Project-Tulana Phase), and the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (The Big Hole Partnership-Watershed
Rehabilitation for Arctic Grayling on Private Land).

The Eugene Maughan Scholarship recipients for 2008 were Jeffrey Falke (Ph.D student, Colorado State
University) and Lewis Barnett (MS student, California State University). Ryan Bellmore (Idaho State
University) received the 2008 Sustainable Fisheries Foundation William Trachtenberg Scholarship. The 2008
WDAFS student award recipients included Michael LeMoine, Western Washington University (Best Student
Paper) and Alena Pribyl, Oregon State University (Best Student Poster).

Bob Hughes presents the WDAFS Award of The Conservation Achievement Award is
Excellence to Hiram Li (right). presented to Chuck Huntington (right).
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Jerri Bartholomew (left) accepts the
Conservation Achievement Award on behalf
of the Whirling Disease Foundation.

2008 Chapter of the Year Award presented
to the Cal-Neva Chapter, accepted by Dave
Manning (right).

Calib Baldwin and Sam Petrowski (landowner)
accept the Fishery Team of the Year award
from Mindy Simmons (right).

Student Subunit of the Year goes to the
Palouse Unit at the University of Idaho, Dan
Avery (left) accepting.




Eric Wagner thanks outgoing president Bob
Hughes (right) for his service to the WDAFS.

The WDAFS ExCom: from left, Eric Wagner, Scott Bonar, Bob Hughes, Dave Ward,
Leanne Roulson and Troy Brandt.
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Best student poster and paper winners included (from left) Dave Skelton, Alena
Pribyl (WD and OR awards) William Brignon and Brett Hanshew.

Bob Gresswell congratulates Ryan Bellmore (left) on winning the WDAFS
William Trachtenburg Scholarship.
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More fun at the WDAFS Annual Meeting....

Drs. Dave Beauchamp and
Wayne Hubert teamed up on a
pre-meeting workshop where
they detailed their respective
chapters in a new AFS book on
data interpretation and analysis.

Jam session organizer Mike Faler
(mandolin, in the middle) surrounded
by talent.

Student-Mentor Social door
prize winners Josh Grant,
Simmona Robinson, Ryan
Bellmore, Dave Ayers, and
Josh Williams with organizers
Ian Reid and Michelle
Weaver.
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MORE fun at the WDAFS Annual Meeting....

the Trade Show.

The VEMCO folks field questions during

Vol. 32, No. 1, February 2008

ORAFS President Doug Young proudly
displays the wolfeel gavel.

Christine Moffitt and students proudly
display the Student Subunit of the Year
Award won by the Palouse Unit.

Face to face with a beaver at the Oregon
Zoo.
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EVEN MORE fun at the WDAFS Annual Meeting....

“ ’ 7 During a post-meeting field tour,
g & ". } 1‘ 4 pg " ACOE biologist Mike Langesley

points out new features of

| # Bonneville Dam fish passage on a
; model prior to seeing the features

up close.

ORAFS ExCom (from left) Doug Young, Julie Firman, Neil Ward, Mike Reed, and Martyne

Reesman (Ian Reid missing).
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WDAFS CHAPTERS

Alaska Chapter

http://www fisheries.org/units/afs-ak/

Arizona-New Mexico Chapter

http://www. fisheries.org/units/aznm/index.htm

The Arizona-New Mexico Chapter will be hosting the 2009 WDAFS Annual Meeting in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. See flier on page 17 for details!

California-Nevada Chapter

http://www.afs-calneva.org/

The Cal-Neva Chapter was awarded the 2008 Chapter of the Year Award by the Western Division AFS.

Colorado-Wyoming Chapter

http://www fisheries.org/units/co-wy/

Idaho Chapter

http://www.idahoafs.org/index.php

Mexico Chapter

http://www.ecosistemico.org/afs mexchap/

Montana Chapter

http://www . fisheries.org/units/AFSmontana/
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North Pacific International Chapter

http://www.npic-afs.org/
Submitted by Todd Kassler

NPIC Co-Sponsors Coastwide Salmonid Genetics Meeting

The bi-annual Coastwide Salmonid Genetics Meeting was hosted by the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Genetics Laboratory and co-
sponsored by the AFS North Pacific International Chapter (NPIC) in Olympia,
WA on June 6 and 7, 2008. There were approximately 90 people registered
for the meeting, representing West Coast state, federal, tribal, academic, and
consulting organizations from Alaska to California including Montana and Idaho. The two days started with
laboratory summaries from representatives of individual genetics laboratories along the West Coast and were
followed with talks on recent genetics projects and analyses. Session topics included:

e Genetic Stock Identification,
Population Structure,
Relatedness and Sex, Gene Expression,
Hatchery Effects, and
Habitat and Demography.

Links to the meeting program are available on the WDFW Molecular Genetics Laboratory web site
(http://wdfw.wa.gov/genetics/index.htm) and on the NPIC — AFS site (http://www.npic-afs.org/).
Representatives from the NPIC — AFS executive committee (Larry Dominguez and Julie Henning) were in
attendance for the poster session. An AFS Genetics Section student travel award was presented to Elizabeth
Heeg (School of Biological Sciences, Victoria University of Wellington) who presented a talk titled, “The
population genetics and rapid evolution of rainbow trout from Lake Taupo catchment, New Zealand”. The next
Coastwide Salmonid Genetics Meeting is scheduled for 2010 in Boise, ID.

Salmonid genetics meeting
attendees enjoy good food
and company at the poster
social. From left, NPIC
Secretary-Treasurer Julie
Henning, meeting organizer
Todd Kassler, NPIC
member Christina Iverson,
and NPIC President-elect
Larry Dominguez.
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Utah Chapter Update

http://www.fisheries.org/units/Bonneville/
Paul Cowley, Chapter President

The Utah Chapter had a successful meeting in Moab in 2008 with approximately 110 individuals participating
in the meeting at Red Cliffs Lodge. There was representation from the USFS, NPS, BOR, UDWR, UDNR,
USFWS, USU, BYU, SUU, BLM, UMCC, Bio-West, general public. At the meeting the chapter voted
unanimously to co-host the Western Division meeting in 2010. With this in mind, the Executive Committee,
with help from the members, presented the proposal to the Western Division EXCOM at the Portland meeting.
The 2010 meeting is scheduled to be held in Salt Lake City from April 18-22, 2010. The chapter is currently
making the initial arrangements and assignments for the meeting. After the 2009 meeting in New Mexico, I
hope all of you will make time to attend and enjoy the beautiful Utah landscape.

Paul Cowley, Utah Chapter
President presenting the past-
president’s award to Patrick
Goddard.
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Evolution of the Western Landscape:
= Balancing Habitat, Land, and Water Management for Fish.
o

=

American Fisheries Society

Albuquerque, New Mexico
May 3-7, 2009

The Avrizona/New Mexico Chaptcr of AFS would i
|nvite you to attend the Western Division AFS meeting in AHD

May 3-7, 2009
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EPA Awards Gold Medal to Robert T. Lackey

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has presented their highest
award to Oregon State University professor Dr. Robert T. Lackey, a
senior fisheries biologist at EPA’s research laboratory in Corvallis.
The EPA Gold Medal was presented to Dr. Lackey at a ceremony in
Washington D.C., where he was cited for his scientific contribution
in organizing the Salmon 2100 Project.

“With limited funding but with remarkable persuasive powers, Dr.
Lackey secured the ongoing personal involvement of senior
scientists and policy experts from a variety of agencies and
organizations,” said Dr. Thomas D. Fontaine, Director of EPA’s

. Western Ecology Division in Corvallis. “Through his personal
commitment and scientific expertise, he provided pivotal
leadership in the salmon science arena.”

The ground-breaking project brought together 33 senior scientists
and salmon policy experts from British Columbia, Washington,
Idaho, Oregon, and California. Under the direction of Dr. Lackey
and OSU colleagues Dr. Sally Duncan and Dr. Denise Lach, this
group of experts conducted a comprehensive alternative futures
~nalysis for salmon recovery in western North America.

Dr. Robert Lackey with EPA Gold Medal for
Exceptional Service.

“Dr. Lackey's efforts to identify credible policy options for sustaining wild salmon populations in the Pacific
Northwest will serve as a model for developing candid, scientifically credible analyses of ecological
sustainability options nationwide," said Fontaine. Dr. Lackey was able to provide a comprehensive scientific
analysis that has been invaluable not only to EPA, but to other Federal and state agencies, tribes, local
governments, and others concerned with ecological sustainability. The recovery options offered by the project
have also been of interest to environmental agencies of other nations.

In presenting the Gold Medal, EPA Administrator Steven L. Johnson commented that the award was “in
recognition of exemplary scientific vision and personal leadership in assessing the future of salmon in western
North America”.

The Gold Medal for Exceptional Service is EPA’s highest award. It is given on a highly selective basis for
distinguished service of major significance to environmental improvement and to public service. Recipients
must demonstrate outstanding abilities devising and implementing major Agency programs, or show special
skills and achievements in managerial excellence. The book, “Salmon 2100: the Future of Wild Pacific Salmon”
is available through American Fisheries Society.

Dr. Lackey is courtesy professor of fisheries science, and adjunct professor of political science, at Oregon State
University. He was a 1999-2000 Fulbright Scholar at the University of Northern British Columbia when the
project was conceived and planned.

Vol. 32, No. 1, February 2008 The Tributary 17



About the Tributary

The Tributary is the newsletter of the Western
Division of the American Fisheries Society
published three times per year.

Editor
Kajsa Stromberg
Kajsa.Stromberg@deg.idaho.gov

About the American Fisheries Society

The mission of the American Fisheries Society is to
improve the conservation and sustainability of
fishery resources and aquatic ecosystems by
advancing fisheries and aquatic science and
promoting the development of fisheries
professionals.

http://www.fisheries.org

About the Western Division AFS

Established as the first Division of the American
Fisheries Society in 1948, the Western Division
now includes Chapters from thirteen western
states, British Columbia, Yukon Territories, and
U.S. Islands and Trust Territories of the Western
Pacific.

Our members represent a tremendous array of
fisheries workers involved in all aspects of the
fisheries profession. The collective diversity and
expertise of Western Division members is the
basis of an intimate and unparalleled familiarity
with fisheries resources and issues within our
geographic region.

Division objectives are to provide a forum for
exchanging technical and policy information,
promote understanding by regional, Federal,
and state policy-makers of the nature and
extent of fishery matters of concern to the
membership, facilitate timely exchange of
information to chapters and the general
membership, and provide a vehicle for the
active participation of individual members in
Society business and professional activities.

http://www.wdafs.org
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Upcoming Events

2008 AFS Annual Meeting
Aug 17-21, 2008 Ottawa, Canada

WDAFS Annual Meeting 2009
May 3-7, 2009, Albuquerque, NM

See the full listing online:
http://www fisheries.org/afs/aboutus/cale

ndarofevents.pdf
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