
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America and the Pacific Islands 
 

Executive Committee Call: Monday, October 21, 2024 
Start Time: 9:00 am HT / 11:00 am AKT / 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 

Meeting Link: meet.google.com/vvp-yatx-xbe (or enter through calendar invite) 
Phone: 208-606-0553 PIN: 271 578 150# 

 
WDAFS Executive Committee Agenda (1:00 PM-2:00 PM MT) 

WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 1:00 Welcome & introductions / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 1:10 Approval of September ExCom Meeting notes  

• 1:15 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing, budget review and balances report (Laura) 

• 1:20 Overview of AFS level & WDAFS committees (Julie) 

• 1:25 AFS Level committee briefings (Management Committee [Julie], Governing Board [Julie/Tim], 
Membership [Tim]) 

• 1:30 WDAFS committee briefings (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Eric, Native Fishes-Eric, 
Early Career Professional-Julie/Tim, Diversity & Inclusion-Tim/Amber, Division Membership-Tim/Amber) 

• 1:35 Student Activities update (Meredith) 

- What worked in Honolulu? 

• 1:40 Chapter briefings (roughly 2 minute/chapter)  
- Provide date of chapter meeting (if not already provided) 

• 1:55 New or other business 
- Midyear meeting dates (Julie) 
- Denver meeting update (Stev/Julie) 

• 2:00   Adjourn 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. September meeting notes 
  

 

 
 

President Julie Carter, President-Elect Tim Copeland, Vice-President Amber Steed, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Eric Fetherman, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

https://meet.google.com/vvp-yatx-xbe?hs=122&authuser=0


 
 

WDAFS Officers Meeting Agenda (2:00-3:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• Officer committee assignments 

• ScCS reimbursement process  

• Nonprofit shipping costs 

• Travel grants 

• Honolulu volunteer compensation process 

• Chapter meeting visits  

• Midyear meeting plans 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Executive Committee Call: Monday, October 21, 2024 

Start Time: 9:00 am HT / 11:00 am AKT / 12:00 pm PT / 1:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 
Meeting Link: meet.google.com/vvp-yatx-xbe (or enter through calendar invite) 

Phone: 208-606-0553 PIN: 271 578 150# 
 
Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Julie Carter, WD President 
• Eric Fetherman, WD Past President 
• Tim Copeland, WD President-Elect  
• Amber Steed, WD Vice President 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary/Treasurer 
• Meredith Journey, WD Student Representative 
• Lauren Andrews, ID AFS Chapter President 
• Jens Swensen, UT AFS Chapter President 
• Zach Beard, AZ/NM AFS Chapter President 
• Peter Brown, MT AFS President 
• Christina Parker, CA/NV AFS President 
• Michele Weaver, OR AFS Chapter President 
• Sean Simmons, WA/BC AFS Chapter President 
• Tim Grabowski, Pacific Islands AFS President 
• Erik Schoen, AK AFS Chapter President 
• Stev Vigil, CO/WY AFS Chapter President 

 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
A quorum was present. 
 
Motion: Approve September Excom meeting minutes 
One revision was received from Michele. Eric motioned to approve and Erik seconded. Minutes approved. 
 
Treasurers Report 
Laura reviewed the September balance sheet. Profits from the HI meeting should be released in November. The  
Laura provided and overview of the Financial sustainability committee meeting on October 15th. Laura 
explained that to withdraw funds from the “Units Account”, email in your request along with your bank account 
information where we should transfer the funds. This should be accomplished within 1 week of the request. To 
add money, we just had to transfer funds to the Wells Fargo account then to Charles Schwab but we’re hoping 
to streamline that more and have a request into Charles Schwab. 

 
 

President Julie Carter, President-Elect Tim Copeland, Vice-President Amber Steed, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Eric Fetherman, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 

https://meet.google.com/vvp-yatx-xbe?hs=122&authuser=0


Lauren Andrews requested to be part of the Financial Sustainability Calls. 

AFS Level Committees 
AFS Management Committee & Governing Board– Honolulu was a profitable meeting. The JASAM and AFS 

Society Meeting will be in May of 2028 and may be in Honolulu. AFS is working through selling their 
office building. Miguel Garcia is the new president and Jeff Kopaska is going to be conducting Unit Leader 
interviews. Meeting in St. Louis in September. 

 
Questions from Jeff:  

1. What do you need from AFS to perform your AFS leadership role the best you can? 
2. What does AFS need to improve upon? 

 
Membership Committee – No update 
 
WDAFS Committees 
RPECC – No update, Eric will be reaching out to the committee. Looking for a representative from AZ/NM 
Chapter 
 
Native Fishes – No update, Eric will be reaching out to the committee. 
 
Early Career Professionals – No update 
 
Diversity and Inclusion – No update, meeting October 25. 
 
Division Membership Committee – No update 
 
Student Activities 
Students enjoyed the service projects. Student coffee hour was held on the first day and went well with ice 
breakers. Mentor/mentee mixer and dinner was mixed results. People who registered had a hard time knowing if 
they were registered. Having a ticket or wrist bank would be easier to keep track of the numbers. People could 
also be return tickets if they couldn’t attend. 
 
Chapter Updates 

• AK – Lots of Alaskans attended the HI meeting and felt it was a great meeting. 
• AZ/NM – Meeting is Feb 6-8 in Albuquerque. Working on planning for 2025 and 2026 meeting. The 

Wildlife Society is hosting the 2025 meeting. 
• CA/NV- Not meeting in 2025. Small networking events are coming up. Visited a venue in Lodi for a 

student/early career event and business meeting. Planning a retreat in January to finalize plan for events. 
• CO/WY –Planning for 2025 meeting, May 11-15th. Call for Symposium will be mid-November and ending 

in December. Monthly meetings will start soon. 
• ID- Excom retreat was held. A graduate scholarship has been established and funds transferred into the 

Units account. Annual meeting will be in Boise 
• MT – Working to revive the newsletter. If any Chapters have great newsletters please contact MT. Meeting 

is Feb 10th in Bozeman. 
• OR – In the initial stages of planning the 2025 meeting. Contract is under review for 2026 meeting in 

Hayden Island. Has submitted letter of support for Rules making for jet boat use on the Roque River. 
Submitted bylaws and have not heard back. Eric stated that the management committee discussed and 
approve the bylaws in June.  



• PI – Planning the first meeting, date will be finalized soon. Tim requests that other Chapters send their 
award criteria to the Chapter. State agency wants to give money to AFS and wonders how to make that 
happen. 

• MT – Asking State Agency to pay dues. 
• CO/WY has had federal partners pay for program printing or other meeting expenses directly.  
• WDAFS has the ability to accept donations via PayPal. 
• “Strategic Partner" of AFS (https://fisheries.org/membership/meet-our-members/strategic-partners/) 

• UT – Chapter is planning the next meeting in Logan UT Feb 10-12. Working to finalize the venue. Excom 
retreat will be in Logan soon. They are planning an ice fishing activity 

• WA/BC – Chapter is working to rebuild and focusing on 15 new working groups have been started. 
Launched a call for symposia in August, have 30 so far. Going to be trying out a Stakeholder Engagement 
day. Will have a citizen strategy on the Frazier River. Retreat will be in November with Strategic Planning 
and Conference planning in Vancouver. 
 

New or Other Business 

• Mid-year meeting – Saturday meeting all day and group dinner. Facility tour will occur on Saturday. 
Sunday there will be a 700 person conference at the facility. 
 

Next meeting Mid-year meeting December 7 @ 1 pm MST 
 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. September meeting notes 

 
Meeting Ended at 2:02 MST pm 

 
  

https://fisheries.org/membership/meet-our-members/strategic-partners/


WDAFS Officers Meeting Agenda (2:00-3:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• 2025 Meeting 
• Website & Artwork – Stev will ask Dan B. about the website. Artwork can be developed with a 

contest after the theme is developed. Recommend that the Chapter develops the theme. 

• Symposium – Considering using google forms for symposia submission. Contract has a table that 
outlines what rooms are available and capacity in each. Could save on costs if you don’t have to 
switch out rooms frequently. 

• AV Support needs to be ironed out 

• Continuing Education workshop – ideas were discussed. Eric agreed to be part of the committee. 

• Officer committee assignments – Julie is working on a list 

• ScCS reimbursement process – The SCCS reimbursement process was discussed. Julie will be sending 
out letters to all the committees and Laura will help with language for the Native Fishes committee. 

• Nonprofit shipping costs- There is a $350 fee for nonprofit shipping and WDAFS isn’t feeling that there 
is a true benefit for this because we don’t do bulk mailings. 

• Travel grants – There is value at the Western Division level. List should be given to the volunteer 
coordinators so that the coordinators reach out to the travel grant awardees. Consider streamlining the 
award letter. 

o Is there a real-time volunteer sign up sheet? 

• Awards and grants due in February. Symposium due in November 

• Chapter meeting visits – Work out details at November meeting 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – September 30, 2024 

Account Balances by Month 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 

 

  

 
 

President Eric Fetherman, President-Elect Julie Carter, Vice-President Tim Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Laurie Earley, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 



Investment Account 
Table 2 displays the Unit ownership in the Investments portion of the Charles Schwab account, prior to 
the account split on June 17, 20214. Table 3. Shows the percent ownership of each Unit within the Other 
Assets account ending in 329. 
 
Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investments within the Charles Schwab Account  

 
  



Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
 
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions  
 

 
   
 
  



Table 3 continued. Checking Account Transactions  
 

 

  



Table 3 continued. Checking Account Transactions  
  

 

  



Table 3 continued. Checking Account Transactions  

 

  



Table 3 continued. Checking Account Transactions  

 

Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY24 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
  

 
 



Table 4. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 
 
 
  



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 
 
  



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 

  



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 

  



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2024 budget and transactions. 

 

  



Fiscal Year 2024 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account.  Current balance is 
$10,667.17 
  

Fiscal Year 2024 Pacific Islands Chapter 
WDAFS held $8,000 on behalf of Pacific Islands Chapter and $500 on behalf of the Pacific Islands Student 
Sub-unit in the Wells Fargo Checking Account. Note that the funds for the student sub-unit cannot be 
used for membership fees. These funds were paid to the Chapter on 02/14/2024. 
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