
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America and the Pacific Islands 
 

Executive Committee Call: Friday, January 17, 2025 
Start Time: 11:00 am PT / 12:00 pm MT 

Meeting Link: https://meet.google.com/vvp-yatx-xbe?hs=122&authuser=0  (or enter through calendar invite) 
Phone: 208-606-0553 PIN: 271 578 150# 

 
WDAFS Executive Committee Agenda (12:00 PM-1:00 PM MT) 

WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 12:00 Welcome & introductions / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 12:05 Approval of mid-year and December meeting notes (attachment) 

• 12:10 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing, budget review and balances report (Laura; attachment) 

• 12:15 AFS Level committee briefings (Management Committee [Julie], Governing Board [Julie/Tim], 
Membership [Amber]) 

• 12:25 WDAFS committee briefings (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns [Eric], Native Fishes 
[Eric], Early Career Professional [Tim], Diversity & Inclusion [Amber], Division Membership [Amber] 

• 12:35 Student Activities update (Meredith) 

• 12:40 Chapter briefings (roughly 2 minute/chapter)  

• 12:55 New or other business 
- Denver meeting update (Stev/Julie) 
- Future excom meetings: WDAFS committees will join in a rotation (February 21 – Troy Brandt, 

Financial Sustainability Committee) 
- Reminder: involve WD officers traveling to Chapter meetings in activities 

• 1:00   Adjourn 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. December 7, 2024 mid-year meeting notes 
3. December 16, 2024 excom meeting notes 
  

 

 
 

President Julie Carter, President-Elect Tim Copeland, Vice-President Amber Steed, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Eric Fetherman, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

https://meet.google.com/vvp-yatx-xbe?hs=122&authuser=0


 
 

WDAFS Officers Meeting Agenda (1:00-2:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• Honolulu profit sharing  

• Plaques for scholarships 

• Nominating update 

• Chapter meeting presentation 

• Registration coverage for chapter meetings 

• Need for more officers to be able to post on listserv 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Executive Committee Call: Friday, January 17, 2025 

Start Time: 8:00 am HT / 10:00 am AKT / 11:00 pm PT / 12:00 pm MT/ 3:00 pm ET 
Meeting Link: meet.google.com/oys-okux-res (or enter through calendar invite) 

Phone: 1 812-777-8581 PIN: 369 972 427# 
 
Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Julie Carter, WD President 
• Eric Fetherman, WD Past President 
• Tim Copeland, WD President-Elect  
• Amber Steed, WD Vice President 
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary/Treasurer 
• Meredith Journey, WD Student Representative 
• Erik Schoen, President AK Chapter 
• Betsy Hedden, President-Elect AZ/NM Chapter 
• Christina Parker, CA AFS Chapter President 
• Stev Vigil, CO/WY AFS Chapter President 
• Lauren Andrews, ID AFS Chapter President 
• Michele Weaver, OR AFS Chapter President 
• Cory Sipher, OR AFS Chapter President Elect 
• Tim Grabowski, PI AFS President 
• Jens Swensen, UT AFS Chapter President 
• Cody Edwards, UT AFS Chapter President Elect 
• Sean Simmons, WA/BC AFS Chapter President 

 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
A quorum was present. 
 
Approval of mid-year and December meeting notes  
Tim moved to accept notes as is, Eric seconded. Notes are approved. 
 
WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing, budget review and balances report (Laura): 
Laura reviewed the December balance report. Eric provided one revision to the coding of a United flight. 

Level committee briefings (Management Committee [Julie], Governing Board [Julie/Tim], Membership 
[Amber]) 

 
 

President Julie Carter, President-Elect Tim Copeland, Vice-President Amber Steed, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Eric Fetherman, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 



Management Committee (briefing from 11/19 meeting; Julie): Group is having monthly calls. AFS has 
started a spreadsheet to track which officers are attending Chapter and/or Unit meetings.  

o Gary Whalen is coming to the Western Division meeting. No one else has heard from the 
Officers. 

• Jeff has met with TWS to discuss a future joint meeting in 2030.  
• Jeff attended the Southeast Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (SEAFWA) and is meeting 

regularly with the state fish chiefs at regional AFWA meetings, AFWA meetings, and will be attending 
the upcoming North American conference.  

• Shawn gave an update on the San Antonio meeting.  
• For program chairs at the National meetings, AFS is going to start having program chairs of future 

meetings will be invited to work with the current meeting to increase overlap.  
• JASM in 2028, Hilton Hawaiian Village is under contract.  
• Every Section has to submit an annual report and cross section reviews are being implemented. 
• Strategic Plan was just sent to the Governing board for review. Tim and Eric are attending this meeting 

in person. Concerns have been raised about elimination of the DEI-related language.  
o OR, AK, MT, WA/BC has seen the draft with the track changes and they are hearing concerns 

and uncertainty about the changes. A survey was sent out to gather comments. What is the 
guidance to tell people? 

o Eric and Tim would like to hear the concerns and take those to the Governing Board. 
o Is Jeff sending out a communication about the situation? 
o During the February meeting, this topic will be given more time. Troy Brandt will also be 

coming in February to talk about the investments and provide a report with the investment 
breakdown. 

• Jeff is still interviewing Units and will reach out to a subset of the Chapters 
• Names of Fishes Committee common names of Fishes created concern and Jeff and Gary are working 

on addressing the concerns with the state fish chiefs. 
• Financial Update 

o AFS got a $480K donation and plan to match with other donations.  
o Building sale still under due diligence 
o  
o  

ELMA program is being restructured and the recruitment process revised 
• Unit Services: AFS is working on templates to help Units 

Governing Board meets next week. Send any comments to Eric & Tim 
Membership Committee (Amber): Focusing on 1) developing membership recruitment outreach toolkits, 2) 
create a structure and support for AFS officer or ambassadors, 3) membership technology and renewal process 
and informing an RFP for updating the Society website system. 

WDAFS Committees 
Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns Committee (Eric): Bob has reached out to finalize 
committee members 
Native Fishes: Will meet at the end of January. Submitted a Native Fishes symposium 
ECP: Met in late November and will focus on getting their winter seminar series that will start in March. 
DEI: Next meeting will focus on developing goal and the work plan. 
Division Membership: Amber will see how to weave in the Society and WDAFS efforts.  

Student Activities update (Meredith) 
Announcement for the colloquium has gone out. Meredith will wait on scheduling activities until they have 
attendance numbers. Location for the student social for WDAFS has been secured. 



 
Chapter Briefings 

• AK: Have a potential change to the bylaws to add a DEI representative to the EXCOM. Planning the 
March meeting. Getting an endowment setup for students. 

•  AZ/NM: The joint annual meeting is in February. TWS raised student registration costs to over $250 
instead of <$100. AFS gave the student Chapters some additional funding to help. 

• CA/NV: Working on their business meeting in May or June, focused on recruitment and capacity 
building, there will be a plenary, student social etc. Planning a Native Fishes retreat, tide pool, river 
cleanup. Annual EXCOM retreat is next weekend. 

• CO/WY: Supported the Great Plains Fisheries meeting by helping with the raffle. They are donating the 
proceeds to the student endowment fund. WDAFS planning meetings are moving forward. 

• ID: Working on meeting planning. Are going to launch a new website. DEI committee put together a 
safe and inclusive meeting planning document. 

• OR: Annual meeting is at the end of Feb. The legislative session has begun and Chapter as a legislative 
liaison. The list serve was not sending out email to g-mail addresses. 

• PI: Meeting will be April 30-May 2. State agency is covering student registration costs and covering 
travel from students coming from neighboring islands. Fisheries Science group wants to cover $6K of 
meeting expenses. Funding the Chapter had for students will go towards students outside of Hawaii. 

• UT: Annual meeting is Feb 10. Symposium on the Bear River with perspectives from Tribe, State, and 
Feds. Website renewal got missed and there were some issues with the website and email. 

• WA/BC: Past president has moved onto another position and cannot participate, Eric will be helping out 
at the meeting. Conference is coming up with 7 concurrent sessions. Any suggestions for recruiting 
future leaders? Chapter is setting up a DEI committee. Is having some issues with Spawning Run 
insurance, any suggestions? There were some hiccups with payouts from last year’s meeting and they 
are continuing to meet to resolve. 
 

New or Other Business 
• Future Excom meetings: WDAFS committees will join in a rotation (February 21 – Troy Brandt, 

Financial Sustainability Committee). Emily Chen will be joining for April meeting.  
o At the February excom meeting, we will be briefed by Eric and Tim on the discussions about the 

Strategic Plan held at the Governing Board meeting.  
o In March, we will discuss recruitment strategies for people to serve in future chapter and division 

leadership positions.  
• Denver meeting update (Stev/Julie):  

o Please share the call for papers with the Chapter membership.  
o There are 11 symposia and the Plenary. 

• Reminder: Involve WD officers traveling to Chapter meetings in activities 
 
Adjourned at 1:00 MST 
Next meeting January 21st 
 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. December 7, 2024 mid-year meeting notes 
3. December 16, 2024 Excom meeting notes 

 
 
 
  



WDAFS Officers Meeting Agenda (1:00-2:00 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• Honolulu profit sharing – Eric and Julie met with Jeff and Shawn Johnson. Reviewed the activities they 
and concerns with and what activities where above the Respectful meeting budget. Student activities 
ended up costing the Society meeting. They agreed up a $10,000 cost that would be taken off the Unit 
Shares. PI Chapter was issued $35,000 directly and $26,060 will go into the Unit Investment account. 

• Plaques for scholarships – Scholarship committee would like certificates to be created. If award 
recipients do not attend, the documents will not be mailed.  

• Nominating update – have one nomination for each position. Elections will be Feb. 20th to March 20th. 

• Chapter meeting presentation – Julie will be preparing 

• Registration coverage for chapter meetings –  
o Spawning run, continuing education not related to WDAFS are personal costs 
o Banquet & student social costs are covered 
o If it provides connection with the Chapter then there is justification 

• Need for more officers to be able to post on listserv – President and President-elect to have permission. 

• Business Meeting Plans were discussed 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – December 31, 2024 

Account Balances by Month 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 

 

  

Account
09/30/2024
Balance

10/31/2024
Balance

11/30/2024 
Balance

12/31/2024  
Balance

Bank Accounts
Wells Fargo Checking 18,686.66$        5,635.44$       13,976.36$    6,643.74$       

Charles Schwab - Investments 803,343.10$      856,113.66$  901,489.02$  877,804.74$  
Western Division Assets - Account Ending in 600 402,777.44$      404,383.13$  413,423.02$  402,325.37$  
Other Assets - Account Ending in 329 400,565.66$      451,730.53$  488,066.00$  475,479.37$  

OVERALL TOTAL 822,029.76$      861,749.10$  915,465.38$  884,448.48$  
Overall Western Division Total 421,464.10$      410,018.57$  427,399.38$  408,969.11$  

 
 

President Julie Carter, President-Elect Tim Copeland, Vice-President Amber Steed, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Eric Fetherman, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 



Investment Account 
Table 2 Shows the percent ownership of each Unit within the Other Assets account ending in 329. 
 
Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investments within the Charles Schwab Account  

 
  

9/30/2024 10/3/2024 10/4/2024 10/20/2024 10/20/2024 11/20/2024 11/20/2024
Account Value 400,565.66$    402,429.23$  387,429.23$  402,240.72$  462,240.72$  464,458.00$  479,458.00$  
AZ/NM Chapter 31,904.29$       32,052.72$    32,052.72$    33,278.10$    33,278.10$    33,437.73$    33,439.90$    
CO/WY Chapter 92,522.45$       92,952.90$    92,952.90$    96,506.50$    96,506.50$    96,969.43$    96,975.70$    
Idaho Chapter 65,366.70$       65,670.81$    65,670.81$    68,181.42$    128,181.42$  128,796.28$  128,804.61$  
Utah Chapter 37,821.27$       37,997.23$    37,997.23$    39,449.87$    39,449.87$    39,639.10$    54,639.10$    
WA-BC Chapter 58,243.88$       58,514.85$    58,514.85$    60,751.89$    60,751.89$    61,043.30$    61,047.25$    
Fish Culture Section 114,707.06$    115,240.72$  100,240.72$  104,072.94$  104,072.94$  104,572.16$  104,578.92$  

Percent Ownership 9/30/2024 10/3/2024 10/4/2024 10/20/2024 10/20/2024 11/20/2024 11/20/2024
AZ/NM Chapter 7.96481% 7.96481% 8.27318% 8.27318% 7.19930% 7.19930% 6.97452%
CO/WY Chapter 23.09795% 23.09795% 23.99223% 23.99223% 20.87798% 20.87798% 20.22611%
Idaho Chapter 16.31860% 16.31860% 16.95040% 16.95040% 27.73045% 27.73045% 26.86463%
Utah Chapter 9.44196% 9.44196% 9.80753% 9.80753% 8.53449% 8.53449% 11.39601%
WA-BC Chapter 14.54041% 14.54041% 15.10337% 15.10337% 13.14291% 13.14291% 12.73255%
Fish Culture Section 28.63627% 28.63627% 25.87330% 25.87330% 22.51488% 22.51488% 21.81191%

Account Activity
10/4/2024

10/20/2024

11/20/2024

Fish Culture Section transferred $15,000 Charles Scwabb to their bank account. A total of $15,000 was 
deducted from their account on 10/4/2024. Percent ownership was recalculated on 10/4/2024

Idaho Chapter transferred $60,000 to the Charles Schwabb account via WDAFS. Percent ownersip was 
recalculated on 10/20/2024

Utah Chapter transferred $15,000 to Charles Schwabb account. Percent ownership was recalculated on 
11/20/2024



Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
 
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions  
 

 
 



Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY24 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
 
Table 4. Fiscal Year 2025 budget and transactions. 

 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2025 budget and transactions. 

  



Fiscal Year 2025 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account.  
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