
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America and the Pacific Islands 
 

Executive Committee Call: Monday, March 17, 2025 
Start Time: 11:00 am PT / 12:00 pm MT 

Meeting Link: Microsoft Teams Need help? Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 255 342 559 261     Passcode: Gr7Yd9fc  
Dial in by phone  +1 208-985-2810,,436152259# United States, Boise   
Phone conference ID: 436 152 259#    Find a local number  
Join on a video conferencing device Tenant key: idahogov@m.webex.com Video ID: 111 737 681 7  
 

 
WDAFS Executive Committee Agenda (12:00 PM-1:00 PM MT) 

WDAFS Officers and Representatives from: AK, AZ/NM, CA/NV, CO/WY, ID, MT, OR, PI, UT, WA/BC 

• 1:00 Welcome & introductions / determination of quorum (majority of officers, 1/3 of Chapters) 

• 1:10 Approval of February ExCom Meeting notes  

• 1:15 WDAFS Treasurer’s briefing, budget review and balances report (Laura) 
- Vote on amendment to budget for ELMA support ($500) 

• 1:25 AFS Level committee briefings (Management Committee [Julie], Governing Board [Julie/Tim], 
Membership [Tim]) 

• 1:30 WDAFS committee briefings (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Eric, Native Fishes-Eric, 
Early Career Professional-Julie/Tim, Diversity & Inclusion-Tim/Amber, Division Membership-Tim/Amber) 

• 1:35 Student Activities update (Meredith) 

• 1:40 Chapter briefings (roughly 2 minute/chapter)  

• 1:55 New or other business 
- Denver meeting update (Stev) 
- Committee names update (Amber?) 

• 2:00   Adjourn 
 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. February meeting notes 
 

 

 
 

President Julie Carter, President-Elect Tim Copeland, Vice-President Amber Steed, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Eric Fetherman, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzNlMjkxMzktNWJiMy00M2MwLWFjMTItNjdmZGE2OTUwYmRk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c53b7a63-2d6e-4d96-87c9-9f583f6d1c81%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22cbf44d7d-7c12-4237-9b05-daeb3752de38%22%7d
tel:+12089852810,,436152259
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/8cfe4d94-7bcd-4547-adf2-2bc398667781?id=436152259
mailto:idahogov@m.webex.com


 
WDAFS Officers Meeting Agenda (1:00-2:00 PM MT) 

 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

- Circle back: travel grants & other deadlines 
- Discussion: budgets & planning for the uncertain future 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Executive Committee Call: Monday, March 17, 2025 

Start Time: 11:00 am PT / 12:00 pm MT 
Meeting Link: Microsoft Teams https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_MzNlMjkxMzktNWJiMy00M2MwLWFjMTItNjdmZGE2OTUwYmRk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7
b%22Tid%22%3a%22c53b7a63-2d6e-4d96-87c9-9f583f6d1c81%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22cbf44d7d-7c12-4237-
9b05-daeb3752de38%22%7d> Meeting ID: 255 342 559 261 Passcode: Gr7Yd9fc 
 
Roll call & Introductions 
Participants:  

• Tim Copeland, WD President-Elect 
• Eric Fetherman, WD Past President  
• Laura Burckhardt, WD Secretary/Treasurer 
• Zach Beard, WD ELMA; AZ/NM Chapter Past President 
• Peter Brown, MT AFS Chapter President 
• Michelle Weaver, OR Chapter President 
• Christina Parker, CA/NV AFS Chapter President 
• Erik Schoen, President AK Chapter 
• Betsy Hedden, President AZ/NM Chapter 
• Lauren Andrews, ID AFS Chapter President 
• Kim Luke, CA/NV President elect CA/NV 
• Cori Sipher, OR Chapter President Elect 
• Sean Simmons, WA/BC AFS Chapter President 
• Stev Vigil, CO/WY AFS Chapter President 
• Tim Grabowski, PI AFS President 
• Jens Swensen, UT AFS Chapter President 

 
Determination of quorum (majority of elected officers, 1/3 Chapters) 
A quorum was present. 
 
Approval of mid-year and February meeting notes  
Stev moved and Michele seconded approval the February minutes. Notes are approved. 
 
Treasurers Report 
Laura presented the February Treasurers Report.  
 
• Vote on amendment to budget for ELMA support ($500) 
Background: Request for $500 from WDAFS budget to assist with travel expenses to the Governing Board 
Meeting. Society will also provide $500. ELMA program has been in place for 10-15 years and the ELMA is an 

 
 

President Julie Carter, President-Elect Tim Copeland, Vice-President Amber Steed, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Eric Fetherman, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%253ameeting_MzNlMjkxMzktNWJiMy00M2MwLWFjMTItNjdmZGE2OTUwYmRk%2540thread.v2/0?context%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c53b7a63-2d6e-4d96-87c9-9f583f6d1c81%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522cbf44d7d-7c12-4237-9b05-daeb3752de38%2522%257d&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1742666257450019&usg=AOvVaw1d2LUUEm6UqK7JiUzPH-jd
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%253ameeting_MzNlMjkxMzktNWJiMy00M2MwLWFjMTItNjdmZGE2OTUwYmRk%2540thread.v2/0?context%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c53b7a63-2d6e-4d96-87c9-9f583f6d1c81%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522cbf44d7d-7c12-4237-9b05-daeb3752de38%2522%257d&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1742666257450019&usg=AOvVaw1d2LUUEm6UqK7JiUzPH-jd
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%253ameeting_MzNlMjkxMzktNWJiMy00M2MwLWFjMTItNjdmZGE2OTUwYmRk%2540thread.v2/0?context%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c53b7a63-2d6e-4d96-87c9-9f583f6d1c81%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522cbf44d7d-7c12-4237-9b05-daeb3752de38%2522%257d&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1742666257450019&usg=AOvVaw1d2LUUEm6UqK7JiUzPH-jd
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%253ameeting_MzNlMjkxMzktNWJiMy00M2MwLWFjMTItNjdmZGE2OTUwYmRk%2540thread.v2/0?context%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c53b7a63-2d6e-4d96-87c9-9f583f6d1c81%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522cbf44d7d-7c12-4237-9b05-daeb3752de38%2522%257d&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1742666257450019&usg=AOvVaw1d2LUUEm6UqK7JiUzPH-jd


active member of the Governing Board and they work on a special project. The project in 2025 is focused on 
revamping the ELMA application process, expectation process, and how mentors are assigned. 
 
Eric moved to add $500 to support the future ELMA. Stev seconded. 

• Is a total of $1,000 cover the amount needed for travel? Zach’s employer is covering the additional costs 
which may not be the case in the future. 

• Funding would be for attendance at the San Antonio meeting in September.  
 
Motion passed 
 
AFS Level committee briefings (Management Committee [Julie], Governing Board [Julie/Tim], Membership 
[Tim]) 

Management Committee report from January meeting was given at the Feb call. FishCAST meeting was 
held in February. Working to create guidance document on terminology on existing websites. 

 
No membership or governing board committee report. 
WDAFS committee briefings (Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns-Eric, Native Fishes-Eric, Early 
Career Professional-Julie/Tim, Diversity & Inclusion-Tim/Amber, Division Membership-Tim/Amber) 

Resource Policy and Environmental Concerns – Received a request to comment on the Northwest Security 
Act. 2023 letter was revised to add in economic benefits of maintaining salmon runs. Letter was sent to 
Excom for review. Bob Hughes was invited to the meeting but did not attend. 
Native Fishes – moving forward on Native Fish Symposium and a Bull Trout Symposium. Working with 
SCCS to support their September Meeting. 
Early Career Professional – Held a webinar on salary negotiations. Also organizing events at the WDAFS 
meeting. 
DEI Committee- Had a call on March 14. The name of the committee and use of DEI times was discussed. 
No decisions were made yet. Discussed the name and social at the WDAFS meeting. Discussed the names of 
awards. 

Student Activities 
Official registration is open and sent to the folks who preregistered. Capacity is 16-20 people at the YMCA. If 
more people are interested, they could reserve another cabin. Agenda was discussed. Budget is $4,000. Housing 
is $2,500, food is $1,000, and rest is for shuttling. Additional funds may be need if interest grows.  
 
Chapter Briefings 

• AK: Annual meeting is this week with 140 people registered. Co-hosting salmonid genetics meeting in 
May. Changed DEI committee to the Recruitment and Engagement Committee. 

• AZ/NM: Working on contract for 2025 meeting and starting planning for 2026/2027 WDAFS meeting. 
• CA/NV: Virtual student symposium was held. Travel award was given for the Best of the West 

Symposium. Ongoing fish friends hours to create an informal space for coordination. Scientific 
illustration talk coming up. Native fishes retreat is this weekend. Scheduled a one-day event in May. 
Tide pooling community engagement event coming up. Recruiting new members of the Excom. 

• CO/WY: Working on WDAFS planning meeting. Upcoming student hosting fishing derby. 
• ID: Registration numbers are down significantly and the program is being adjusted.  
• MT: Revising DEI committee naming. Eileen Rice is the new President-elect. 
• OR: Annual meeting was in February. Fifty people could not attend. 400 people attended and they 

allowed virtual presentation and remote viewing. Free workshop for ECPs: Navigating your Career Path. 
Making an effort to query membership and identify issues on the ground. Not currently exploring 



changing the DEI committee until they hear that it is affecting the membership. Spring retreat is planned 
for Excom turnover. Picture storage? Google Enterprise 

• PI: Meeting is upcoming at the end of April. 40 abstracts have been submitted. Working on how to get 
NOAA involvement in the meeting. Lots of new student members. 

• UT: Transitioning to a new website. Working on planning next year’s meeting. 
• WA/BC: Meeting was in Vancouver. Had 50 cancelations. Had over 400 attendees with a strong 

Canadian participation. Chapter has worked hard to identify passion points and to setup a working group 
that plans a symposium for the next meeting. Hosted a citizen science engagement day and The Salmon 
Prize. 

 
New or Other Business 

• Denver meeting update (Stev): We have 50 registrant, 23 professional so far. We have 160 
abstracts, 24 of which are from federal employees. Have 128 room nights so far. There are 
concerns with attendance. Have decided to extend the 50% discount to the first 20 Tribal or 
Federal employees without employer support. Donations are on track. Stev has reworked the 
budget and will share. If registration falls below 400, we could lose money on this meeting. 
Shawn is helping negotiate with the hotel under the Impossibility Clause.  

 
Adjourned at 1:05 MST 
 
Next meeting April 21 
 
Attachments: 

1. Monthly financial statement / balances 
2. February Excom meeting notes 

 
 
  



WDAFS Officers Meeting Agenda (1:05-1:30 PM MT) 
WDAFS Officers to stay on the video conference 

• RCPP Letter will be reviewed further before sending. Recommend reaching out directly to Drew 
Winters. 

• Travel grants are moving forward 
• Discussion: budgets & planning for the uncertain future 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and professionals in western North America 

 
Secretary/Treasurer Report – February 28, 2024 

Account Balances by Month 
Table 1. Bank Account Balances 

 

  

Account
09/30/2024
Balance

10/31/2024
Balance

11/30/2024 
Balance

12/31/2024  
Balance

01/31/2025  
Balance

02/28/2025  
Balance

Bank Accounts
Wells Fargo Checking 18,686.66$        5,635.44$       13,976.36$    6,643.74$       32,423.16$    44,070.22$    

Charles Schwab - Investments 803,343.10$      856,113.66$  901,489.02$  877,804.74$  921,567.29$  902,461.42$  
Western Division Assets - Account Ending in 600 402,777.44$      404,383.13$  413,423.02$  402,325.37$  411,477.18$  401,248.66$  
Other Assets - Account Ending in 329 400,565.66$      451,730.53$  488,066.00$  475,479.37$  510,120.11$  501,212.76$  

OVERALL TOTAL 822,029.76$      861,749.10$  915,465.38$  884,448.48$  953,990.45$  946,531.64$  
Overall Western Division Total 421,464.10$      410,018.57$  427,399.38$  408,969.11$  443,900.34$  445,318.88$  

 
 

President Julie Carter, President-Elect Tim Copeland, Vice-President Amber Steed, Secretary-Treasurer Laura Burckhardt,  
Past-President Eric Fetherman, Student Representative Meredith Journey 

 



Investment Account 
Table 2 shows the percent ownership of each Unit within the Other Assets account ending in 329. 
 
Table 2. Unit Balance and Ownership in Investments within the Charles Schwab Account  

 
  

9/30/2024 10/3/2024 10/4/2024 10/20/2024 10/20/2024 11/20/2024 11/20/2024 1/30/2025 1/30/2025 2/1/2025 3/1/2025
Account Value 400,565.66$    402,429.23$  387,429.23$  402,240.72$  462,240.72$  464,458.00$  479,458.00$  487,401.71$  512,461.71$  510,120.11$  501,212.76$  
AZ/NM Chapter 31,904.29$       32,052.72$    32,052.72$    33,278.10$    33,278.10$    33,437.73$    33,437.73$    33,991.73$    33,991.73$    33,836.41$    33,245.59$    
CO/WY Chapter 92,522.45$       92,952.90$    92,952.90$    96,506.50$    96,506.50$    96,969.43$    96,969.43$    98,576.03$    98,576.03$    98,125.60$    96,412.20$    
Idaho Chapter 65,366.70$       65,670.81$    65,670.81$    68,181.42$    128,181.42$  128,796.28$  128,796.28$  130,930.19$  130,930.19$  130,331.93$  128,056.17$  
Utah Chapter 37,821.27$       37,997.23$    37,997.23$    39,449.87$    39,449.87$    39,639.10$    54,639.10$    55,544.37$    55,544.37$    55,290.57$    54,325.12$    
WA-BC Chapter 58,243.88$       58,514.85$    58,514.85$    60,751.89$    60,751.89$    61,043.30$    61,043.30$    62,054.67$    62,054.67$    61,771.13$    60,692.52$    
Fish Culture Section 114,707.06$    115,240.72$  100,240.72$  104,072.94$  104,072.94$  104,572.16$  104,572.16$  106,304.72$  106,304.72$  105,818.98$  103,971.25$  
Pacific Islands Chapter -$                   -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                25,060.00$    24,945.49$    24,509.91$    

Percent Ownership 9/30/2024 10/3/2024 10/4/2024 10/20/2024 10/20/2024 11/20/2024 11/20/2024 1/30/2025 1/30/2025 2/1/2025 3/1/2025
AZ/NM Chapter 7.96481% 7.96481% 8.27318% 8.27318% 7.19930% 7.19930% 6.97407% 6.97407% 6.63303% 6.63303% 6.63303%
CO/WY Chapter 23.09795% 23.09795% 23.99223% 23.99223% 20.87798% 20.87798% 20.22480% 20.22480% 19.23578% 19.23578% 19.23578%
Idaho Chapter 16.31860% 16.31860% 16.95040% 16.95040% 27.73045% 27.73045% 26.86289% 26.86289% 25.54926% 25.54926% 25.54926%
Utah Chapter 9.44196% 9.44196% 9.80753% 9.80753% 8.53449% 8.53449% 11.39601% 11.39601% 10.83873% 10.83873% 10.83873%
WA-BC Chapter 14.54041% 14.54041% 15.10337% 15.10337% 13.14291% 13.14291% 12.73173% 12.73173% 12.10913% 12.10913% 12.10913%
Fish Culture Section 28.63627% 28.63627% 25.87330% 25.87330% 22.51488% 22.51488% 21.81049% 21.81049% 20.74393% 20.74393% 20.74393%
Pacific Islands Chapter 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 4.89012% 4.89012% 4.89012%

Account Activity
10/4/2024

10/20/2024

11/20/2024

1/30/2025 Pacific Islands Chapter invested $25,060 into the Units Account via WDAFS account. Percent ownership was recalculated on 01/30/25

Fish Culture Section transferred $15,000 from Units account to their bank account. A total of $15,000 was deducted from their account on 
10/4/2024. Percent ownership was recalculated on 10/4/2024

Idaho Chapter transferred $60,000 into the Units Account via WDAFS account. Percent ownersip was recalculated on 10/20/2024

Utah Chapter transferred $15,000 to Units account. Percent ownership was recalculated on 11/20/2024



Wells Fargo Checking Account Transaction 
The following table displays the reporting period opening balance, transactions by current budget 
category, the fiscal year that the transaction was budgeted in, and if the transaction has cleared the 
account or not.  
 
Table 3. Checking Account Transactions  

 
 



Table 3 continued. Checking Account Transactions 

 

Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Overview 
The following table displays the FY25 budget categories, opening balances, and transactions during the 
reporting period by category. 
 
Table 4. Fiscal Year 2025 budget and transactions. 



 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2025 budget and transactions. 

 

 

 

 



Table 4 continued. Fiscal Year 2025 budget and transactions.

 



 

Fiscal Year 2025 SCCS Budget Overview 
WDAFS holds funds on behalf of SCCS in the Wells Fargo Checking Account.  
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